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Executive Summary 

Bassetlaw District Council is committed to providing high quality 

parks and open spaces throughout the district. This commitment 

has transformed the parks and open spaces after investments made 

into the facilities have often involved pioneering new developments 

and improvements across the service. The improvements have 

enabled the Council to apply for Green Flag Awards for its two main 

town centre parks and country park. 

The Canch Park in Worksop has been successful in achieving the 

Green Flag Award status since 2014. 

The park is managed and maintained by Parks and Open Spaces 

within Leisure and Wellbeing Services led by the Environment & 

Energy Portfolio. 

This management plan has been written as a working document to 

ensure the Park continues to develop and evolve with the needs and 

expectations of the public. It enables the Council and partners to 

keep focused on future strategic aims and aspirations, as identified 

within its 

10-year Visitor Experience Masterplan (2019-2029) for the park. 

To ensure the plan retains its value as a current working document, 

it will be updated and amended annually to reflect developments and 

changing priorities. 

This plan was updated in January 2026. 

 

Previous Plans 
 

This management plan is built on the learning from the implementation 

of the previous two plans. Consultation with park users, groups, 

organisations, and others with a vested interest in the park’s future as 

a community asset, has consistently shaped development since the 

first Master Plan was produced in 2009. 

Both presently and historically, consultation shows The Canch is 

valued on a grass roots level as a multi-use recreational green space 

and resource for all communities in and around the town of Worksop. 

By carrying on the legacy of continuous improvement, the park’s role in 

the future regeneration of Worksop becomes steadily more real and 

visible. 

 

Earlier phases of development saw successful funding bids secured 
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from the Environment Agency, East Midlands Development Agency 

and the European Regional Development Fund. This has led to 

increased visitor numbers through the development of new and 

existing play/active recreational facilities. 

The next phase of development and planning is about unifying all the 

park’s assets at an equal level of quality and ensuring that further 

development brings the built heritage elements to a greater degree 

of prominence. 

 

Visitor Experience Masterplan 

 
 
A comprehensive Visitor Experience Master Plan was completed in November 
2018, setting out a 10-year vision that reflects the need to bring built heritage 
into the same framework of quality and priority as seen with play/recreational 
facilities and the latest management plan will reference this document 
extensively. 

 
The Master Plan recognises the challenges of working 
within the constraints of funding for parks as a non-statutory provision. The 
plan describes what is currently done well and areas for improvement, 
through which important aspirations or visions have been identified to work 
towards.  
 
The result of these visions being fully realised would mean The Canch 
continues to grow in relevance, as the central ‘Green Arena’ recreational 
space for communities in Worksop and beyond. 

Pictured above: A copy of The Canch 
Masterplan. 
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Demographics 
 

The Master Plan clearly identifies a strong social purpose for The 

Canch. This is shown by the higher proportion of lower income 

households and above average youth unemployment levels within 

the catchment area for the park. Coupled with greater health 

inequalities, the provision of a good quality ‘free to all’ recreational 

facility becomes very important for health/ well-being and 

development through play outcomes. 

 
Consultation 
 

Public consultation has been used extensively to inform the 

development of the Master Plan. The main consultation event in 

summer 2018 provided a comprehensive data set showing what 

park users valued and found to be negative aspects of their visitor 

experience. Through a combination of evaluating consultation 

feedback and expert condition assessments for infrastructure, a 

range of visions with a very wide spectrum of resource 

implications for ongoing improvements are included in the Master 

Plan. Further consultation is planned to inform the order of priority 

and final design of any visioning ideas proposed. 

 
Visitor Numbers and Dwell time 
 

The most recent visitor number data is included within the plan itself. 

The Visitor Experience Master Plan focuses on addressing issues 

affecting the quality of visitor experience and the challenge to 

increase dwell time in The Canch. The plan identifies how visitor 

experience challenges are broader than just the quality of 

infrastructure and must for example, include broad based 

partnership approaches to address anti-social behaviour. 

 
Visioning Ideas 
 

The Master Plan must look beyond the current internal funding 

landscape and suggest visioning ideas that would usually require 

support from external funding sources. 

The Master Plan includes a shift in focus towards including built 

heritage as a major theme within the visitor experience. This would 

bring this important element into the same priority and quality 

framework as the active recreation on offer at The Canch. The 

Management Plan will show how the groundwork necessary to 

achieve, what are likely to be long term visions, is being put in place.  
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Vision Statement for The Canch 

 

Our mission is to protect, enhance, and celebrate The Canch as a 

safe, welcoming, and high-quality green space that supports 

community wellbeing, honours local heritage, and provides 

diverse opportunities for recreation, culture, and nature. 

 
In support of Bassetlaw District Council’s 2040 Vision and the 

aims for a Healthy District: 

“Encouraging residents to be more active in green spaces through 

walking, cycling and physical activity in the Council’s parks and 

open spaces.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access Statement 
 

Bassetlaw District Council wants everyone to be able to enjoy The Canch. We are 
working to make the park as accessible as possible and to meet our responsibilities 
under the Equality Act 2010. 

Most of the paths in the park now have hard or bonded surfaces, which makes them 
easier and safer for people to use including wheelchair users, people with 
pushchairs, and anyone with mobility needs. 

We have a regular programme of repairs and improvements. As part of this, we will 
make all reasonable changes we can to improve access to the park and its facilities. 

If there are parts of The Canch where full access isn’t possible through reasonable 
adjustments, the Council will plan for accessible replacement facilities in the future. 
We will look for funding to make this happen when those facilities reach the end of 
their useful life. 

Our aim is to ensure The Canch is welcoming and accessible for everyone. 

Pictured above:  Entrance to Memorial Gardens from Priorswell Road. 
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Section 1 - Park Overview and Heritage 

 
Section index: 

 

• Local Area Profile 

• Local Area Map 

•  Site Information 

•  Site Introduction 

• Site Map. 

• Facilities 

• History and Heritage 

• Significant Features 

 

This section offers a clear and structured overview of the park, it begins by 
setting the scene with its location and access points (Local Area Profile & Map), 
then introduces the site’s character and layout through Site Information, Site 
Introduction, and a detailed Site Map. Visitor experience is supported by 
outlining available Facilities, ensuring accessibility and comfort. The History 
and Heritage component brings the park’s story to life, exploring its origins and 
cultural significance, while Significant Features showcase the distinctive 
elements that define its identity and make it a destination worth visiting. 
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Local Area Profile 

 

Worksop is the largest town in the Bassetlaw district of Nottinghamshire, England, on 
the River Ryton at the northern edge of Sherwood Forest. It is about 15 miles south-
east of the City of Sheffield and has a population of 44,439 (2021 census). Worksop 
is included in the Sheffield City region of England. It is also twinned with the German 
town Garbsen. 
 
Worksop is known as the “Gateway to the Dukeries”, so called for the number of 
ducal residences in the area. 
 
The building of the Chesterfield Canal in 1777, and the subsequent construction of 
Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Railway in 1849, both of which passed 
through the settlement, led to a degree of 
growth. Discovery of sizeable coal 
seams further increased interest in the 
area. Coal mining provided thousands 
of jobs in and around Worksop for 
most the 19th and 20th centuries, but by 
the 1990’s the pits had closed, 
resulting in high unemployment. 
Unemployment levels in the area are 
now lower than the national average, 
owing to large number of distribution 
and local manufacturing companies. 

The area is becoming increasing 

popular with commuters owing to its 

relative proximity to the nearby cities of 

Sheffield, Lincoln, and Nottingham. 

Worksop lies on the A57 with close connections to the A1 and the M1 as 

well as the A60, this allows goods to be easily transported into and out of 

the area, explaining why B&Q, Premier Foods and DHL have distribution 

centres in the area. 

The rail links in the area are also good, Worksop lies on the Sheffield – 
Lincoln line, and this takes travellers to places such as Sheffield, 
Doncaster, Meadowhall, Lincoln and Retford. 

 

Pictured above: Welcome sign on side of 
road into Worksop. 
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Local Area Map 

 
 
 
 
  

Pictured above: Ordnance Survey Map showing boundaries of Bassetlaw District 
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Site Information 

 
Address Details 
 
Name: The Canch (Memorial Gardens) 
Location: Priorswell Road/Memorial Avenue, Worksop, Nottinghamshire, S80 2BU 
 
What 3 Words:   Priorswell Road Entrance:///custom.radio.month 
                            Memorial Avenue Entrance:///bunks.shout.noses 
 
Owned by: Bassetlaw District Council, Queens Buildings 
Potter Street, Worksop Nottinghamshire, S80 2AH 
 
Managed by: Bassetlaw District Council, Parks and Open Spaces, Carlton Forest 
Depot, Hundred Acre Lane, Worksop, 
Nottinghamshire, S81 0TS 
 
Access Details:  
 
Main entrance: Memorial Avenue  
Secondary entrance: Priorswell Road  
Other entrances off: Beaver Place 
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Site Introduction 

 

Located just to the east of Worksop Town Centre, The Canch Park is a five-minute 
walk from Bridge Street, the town’s main shopping area. 
 

The park, which covers an area of 4.8 
hectares is known by two names and 
has two distinct parts. 
Divided by a watercourse the area to the 
north known as ‘The Canch’ was 
provided for public recreational use in 
1912. The area to the south originally 
named ‘Memorial Avenue Gardens’ was 
laid out in a more traditional formal 
parkland style later to form an extension 
to ‘The Canch’ park. 
 
Locally the park is more commonly 
referred to as ‘The Canch’ and therefore 
this document predominantly carries this 
reference. 

 
The south side’s formal landscape features include a sunken garden, a sensory 
garden and impressive stretch of seasonal display beds, set-in well-maintained 
lawns. 
 
Shrub border plantings, punctuated by mature trees form prominent features around 
the southern edge of the garden. Lawns, specimen trees and an informal pond make 
up the rest of the south side landscape, which also accommodates the former 
Carnegie Library building. 
 
In contrast, the park’s northern side contains very few landscape features. The 
layout of this amenity land focuses very much on active recreation. It offers two 
children’s play areas including a seasonally opened water splash park, A plaza style 
skate park, a multi-use games court and an outdoor gym facility with a performance 
area offers opportunities for more vigorous pursuits. 
 
The facilities within the ‘Canch Park’ were comprehensively refurbished between 
2010 and 2011 with over two million pounds of funding provided by European 
Regional Development Fund, Environment Agency, and Bassetlaw District Council. 
Works included the installation of a new water splash pool replacing the former 
paddling pool, new play equipment and surfacing to the children’s play areas, a 
skate park and Adizone with outdoor gym equipment.  
 
The works also included infrastructure improvements to the park with new entrances, 
improved footpaths and waterways, landscaping, bridges, and a piazza seating area 
behind the former library building. A new entrance and railings added in the 
southeast corner and a new pond created to the north of the former library and 
museum. 

Pictured above: View of the Priory 
Church from Memorial Gardens. 
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The former Carnegie Library building in the park is now occupied by the ‘Aurora 

Wellbeing’ charity organisation as the local Aurora Wellbeing Centre and Macmillan 

Hub in Worksop. 

 

An important and distinguishing feature of the development of The Canch has been 

how each development phase acknowledges ‘what went before it’. 

  

An open grassed area edged with mature trees provides a location for the 

staging of community events and activities. The remainder of the north 

side landscape is occupied by lawns, mature trees and a semi-derelict 

bowling green area which awaits redevelopment. 
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Site Map  

 
 
 
Key: 

A – Priory Entrance Garden F – Children’s Play Area 

B – Floral Display Gardens G – Sport & Recreation Zone 

C – Memorial Garden Lawns H – Central Green 

D – Sensory Garden/Kiosk/Toilets     I – Former Bowling Green Area 

E – Water Splash Park/Play Area J - Mill Wheelhouse

Pictured above: Site map of Canch Park showing layout and key areas 
within park. 
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Facilities 

 

• Refreshments Kiosk * (Location 
of Defibrillator)  

• Public Conveniences and 
Changing Places WC* 

• Adizone Outdoor Gym Facility 
(with performance area) 

• Multi-Use Games Area 

• Skate Park 
 

• Play Areas 

• Splash Park* (May-September) 

• Formal Gardens 

• Sensory Garden 

• Aurora Wellbeing Centre and Café (former Library building) 

 
* Seasonal facility only 

 

The Splash Park kiosk is open May to September and operated by a local 

business. 

The Splash Park facility is open to the public from May to September from 

10:00am to 6:00pm daily 

 

Pictured above: The Canch Kiosk and 
facilities with the defibrillator situated 
between the café and the toilets. 
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History and Heritage 

 

Beginnings 

 

The ‘Canch Park’ has two 

distinct parts with different 

names, this reflects key 

development phases in the 

park’s history. ‘The Canch’ was 

provided for public use in 1912 in 

response to growing demand for 

public recreational facilities in 

the town. The area to the south 

named as ‘Memorial Gardens’ 

was an addition to the park in 1938. This was laid out in a more traditional 

formal parkland design to accommodate the new Carnegie Library and 

museum building. 

The word ‘canch’ was first referred to in Harrison’s survey of 1636, who 

names two meadows in the area as “Backhouse Meadow” and “Little 

Canch”. The term ‘Canch’ is often attributed to mining, surface 

excavation, quarrying, but primarily it referred to an excavated linear 

feature. 

It therefore seems likely that ‘Canch’ refers to the mill race itself because 

it is a man-made long, narrow excavated feature probably dating from the 

12th century. The mill dates from around the founding of the Priory 

because it is mentioned in its 12th century charter. 

This area of Worksop known as The Canch has a long history originally 

being associated with the former Augustinian Priory (founded c1100) to 

the east. A water mill and fishponds are likely to have been constructed 

on the site with an operational corn mill present until 1876. When the mill 

was constructed the linear mill leat was mostly likely dug out to divert the 

water from the River Ryton. 

 

The mill was largely destroyed by fire in February 1907 and was later 

demolished. The Mill Wheelhouse remains, seen on site today. 

 

 

  

Pictured above: Former Priory Mill (Source 
unknown). 
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Pictured above: The Canch Lido 1950’s (Source unknown). 

A recreation space for the town 

In October 1907, the Duke of Newcastle offered to sell to the Worksop 

Urban District Council: “the field to the north of the Canch, including the 

Priory Mill, such of the rights as the duke possesses in those portions of 

the Canch, and over the Canch Walk”. For the purposes of the creation of 

a recreation ground and an open-air swimming bath, The Council 

purchased the land soon after. 

Swimming baths were located on the site of the former Priory mill 

buildings (now Sensory Garden area). The swimming baths referred to 

locally as the ‘Canch Lido’ was officially opened on 9th June 1910. The 

baths immediately proved popular with over 1000 visitors recorded on 

Saturday 11th June 1910. 

 
By mid-1911 the former mill pond had been adapted for use as a boating 
lake and later used as a venue 
during 1950’s for special light 
shows on the water with 
bands playing. 
In September 1911 at a 
meeting of the Worksop Urban 
District Council, it was 
requested that it’s Recreation 
Ground Committee 

“Take into consideration the 

desirability of completing the 

layout of the Recreation 

Ground at an early date”. 

A full layout plan was presented by 

the Recreation Ground Committee in November 1911 to the Council 

which was subsequently approved. The approved plan included the 

purchasing of 100 lime trees and 20 poplar trees (many of these original 

lime trees survive today). 

 

In January 1912 the Worksop Urban District Council requested that half of 

the recreation ground acquired from the Duke of Newcastle in 1907 be 

seeded with grass and this was carried out in May 1912, with the site 

being opened as a children’s playground soon after. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above: The Former Lido. 
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1916-1933- World War One and Memorial Gardens 

In 1916 the Worksop Urban District Council agreed for the Recreation 

Ground to be used for the growing of potatoes as a result of the food 

shortage caused by World War One. This use ceased after the war 

ended. Shortly after in 1919 a British tank was presented to the town and 

was put on display at the eastern end of the Recreation Ground. The tank 

was scrapped in 1935. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1925 the War Memorial (the cenotaph, plus an extension to the 

Victoria Hospital) opened to the south of the Recreation Ground. This 

was accessed by a new road officially opened 3 years later in 1928 

called Memorial Avenue. In 1933 the mill farm buildings were demolished 

to make way for the new ‘Memorial Avenue Gardens’ to honour the men 

of Worksop who died in World War one. 

Pictured above: The tank previously situated within the park in 
1919. 
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1934- Charles Haslehurst and Carnegie 

Library 

The new gardens would effectively double the 

size of the public park area. In February 1934, 

a motion was passed by Worksop Borough 

Council for the construction of a new library 

and museum to be located at the western end 

of the new gardens. In August 1937, a plan for 

the layout of the new gardens (designed by 

borough engineer C.O. Allsopp and assisted 

by the Council’s Parks’ Superintendent Mr. 

Charles Haslehurst) was approved by the 

Parks, Burial Grounds and Baths Committee, 

with £113 being provided by the Council for 

the works.  

Of the budget £12.17.5 (£12.87) was allocated 

for 287 bush roses, £28.2.11 (£28.15) for trees 

and shrubs from James Smith Nurseries 

(Scotland), £33.0.0 for wrought iron gates and 

fencing and 16.6d (0.88) for 6 ‘Please keep off 

the grass’ metal plates. 

Charles Haslehurst was the first parks 

superintendent for then Worksop Borough 

Council. He created much of what the park 

is today, a notable feature of his is the 

distinctive ‘crazy paving’ walkways typical 

of landscaping in the 1930’s/40’s period, 

this feature can also be seen in other 

Parks that Haslehurst designed across 

Worksop (Shipside Memorial Garden, 

Haslehurst Gardens) 

Picture above: 1951 view of Memorial 
Gardens (Source: unknown) 

Pictured above: A news article 
about Charles Haslehurst. 
(Source: Unknown) 
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The Carnegie Library was 

officially opened on the 24th 

of March 1938 although the 

new gardens (not officially 

open) were still being 

finished in late 1938 

including new benches 

being added, grass seeding 

and the planting of bulbs. 

Following the completion of 

the Carnegie Library and 

adjacent gardens, plans 

were requested by the Council 

in December 1938, to redevelop the Canch Recreation Ground with new 

facilities to cater for the expanding town’s population. 

Those improvements including bowling greens, tennis courts and a 

pavilion were carried out shortly after WW2 ended between 1945 and 

1950. The lake was also narrowed at the western end. The Canch 

Nursery School (which 

later became a 

private nursery) was 

erected to the south 

of the bowling greens 

in the late-1940s. 

A foliage garden was 

laid out in 1977 to 

commemorate the 

Queen’s Silver 

Jubilee in the 

southeast corner. This 

was removed in 2010 

to allow for the new 

entranceway into the 

park from The Priory. 

Despite very significant changes since the park was created in 1912, 

important elements of the park and Worksop’s development history have 

been sensitively retained and incorporated into newly designed areas. 

 

This includes historic features long pre-dating the park itself and linking 

The Canch to its early origins in the 12th Century. The park’s 

development spans two centuries including times of major upheaval for 

Pictured above: Library & Museum (Source: 
Worksop Guardian 25th March 1936). 

Pictured above: 1951 view of Memorial Avenue 
Gardens (Source: Bassetlaw Museum). 



 
 

21  

society. The park in the 21st Century will continue to evolve to meet the 

needs of present and upcoming generations while protecting and 

celebrating its rich history. 

This information was provided by Bassetlaw’s District Councils Planning 

Policy and Conservation Team as part of their review of historic parks and 

gardens in the district. Additional information was provided by Luczak 

Associates in November 2018 as part of research for The Canch 

Masterplan. 

 

Significant Features 

 
 

The Mill Wheelhouse 
 

The surviving structure of the mill Wheelhouse is situated in the south-east 

corner of the site at the end of ‘The Canch’ linear watercourse from which 

the present Canch Park most likely takes its name. This is within the 

Sensory Garden and adjoins the BDC depot/compound on its south wall. 

The Wheelhouse is the only surviving part of the original much larger mill 

building which was demolished in stages as The Canch Park developed. 

 
The Wheelhouse building which remains in the park straddles the ‘mill race’ 

which would have fed the mill with water to power machinery or for water 

used in generating steam to power machinery much later in the life of the 

mill. The Wheelhouse would have housed an undershot waterwheel, one 

where the water hit the lower part of the wheel. If an overshot waterwheel 

was used, the wheel would have been sunk much further down in a deeper 

pit, so the water hit the upper part. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above: The surviving Wheelhouse in 2018 with ‘sounding board’ 
added roof structure. 
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Local Historian Sarah Carter states that the earliest part of the remaining 

building is probably 18th century. This includes the west, south and east 

brick walls, which would have had a pantile roof. The foundations use 

earlier stone from the priory, as shown by their size and the same mason’s 

marks as the priory. Stone was easily available for use after the dissolution 

of The Priory in 1539 and remained so until the restoration of the church in 

1840. 

Carter links the construction of the Chesterfield Canal in 1777 to the 

creation of a large mill pond. The canal would have taken water out of the 

River Ryton, reducing the volume of water in the mill race and power to the 

waterwheel, so that the machinery could not operate. This was a common 

cause of complaint about canals.  

 

In the 1830’s, the mill was 
converted to steam power 
and another (the northern) 
channel was created off the 
race. This ran under a large 
engine room and chimney 
which housed the steam 
engine. From then on, the 
old wheelhouse was on the 
southern arm of the race. 
The waterwheel was 
probably removed at this 
time, necessitating removal of 
the northern wall. It was re-built 
using stone from the priory. 
Timber beams were inserted in 
the openings in the west and 
east walls which were bricked up; these areas of in-fill can still be seen. Rooms were 
inserted in the upper part of the wheelhouse; the positions of the joists are also 
visible. The two arms of the race are clearly shown on the 1890 lease plan. The race 
still clearly divides into two arms and these run under and around the Rose Garden, 
rejoining just before Priorswell Road to flow under a single bridge. 

Pictured above: The surviving Wheelhouse 
in 2018 with ‘sounding board’ added roof 
structure. 
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In 1994/5 a roof structure was added as a 
‘sounding board’ to magnify the sound of the 
flowing water. This also functioned to deter 
climbing and prevent gaining access to carry out 
vandalism inside The Wheelhouse. Around this 
time, a steel walkway was constructed inside The 
Wheelhouse by The Canal and River Trust to 
allow safe access for controlling the water flow. 
This has ongoing importance because the water 
leaving the site via the mill race under the Rose 
Garden is used to feed the Chesterfield Canal. 
 
 
Today the Wheelhouse provides a focal point for 
understanding the purpose of the artificially created 
historic watercourses on the park. These could 
easily be interpreted as purely decorative 
landscape features rather than an integral part of 

the history of The Canch Park and Worksop itself. 
The remaining Wheelhouse structure represents a 
physical connection to over seven centuries of 
milling and industry on the site beginning with the 

12th Century Priory Mill. The Wheelhouse will continue to be conserved as a heritage 
asset and key part of the story of The Canch Park. 
 

 

Many water features 

associated with the mill 

have remained relatively 

constant features of the 

site over the passing 

centuries. The linear mill 

leat and sluice 

watercourse returning 

water to the River Ryton 

remain to this day as 

prominent features central 

to the character of The 

Canch Park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above: Suspended 
steel walkway and railings for 

safe access inside The 
Wheelhouse. 

Pictured above: Sluice Gate. 
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The Canch watercourse with Victorian 

footbridge  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Canch’s historic watercourse winds through the park, framed by sturdy retaining 

walls and elegant period railings, with a charming Victorian footbridge (pictured 

above) leading across to Beaver Place—an enduring link between heritage and 

landscape.” 

 

 

Crazy Paving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Crazy Paving was an iconic design hallmark introduced by Parks Superintendent 
Charles Haslehurst, adding distinctive character and charm to the park’s hard 
landscaping. 
  

Pictured above: Footbridge leading to 
Beaver Place. 

Pictured above: Crazy paving leading 
from Memorial Avenue to the Aurora 
Centre. 
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Original Park Boundary Wall and Former Lido Wall 

 

 

 

A historic wall marking the original park boundary now stands revitalised—one section 

expertly repointed and crowned with elegant new coping stones, giving this heritage 

feature a fresh, distinguished finish while preserving its character. 

 

 

In 1995, the former open-air lido was transformed into a tranquil sensory garden, 

breathing new life into the space. The original boundary wall was carefully preserved, 

enhanced with elegant railings that frame the garden and celebrate its heritage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pictured above: Wall which splits the original park 
boundary. 

Former boundary wall to Lido, now enclosing a sensory garden. 
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World War One Memorial Wall 

 

 

 

 

In 1998, following the demolition of the nearby Victoria Hospital to make way for new 

supermarkets, the dedication and foundation stones from its 1925 extension—

originally built as a war memorial—were preserved. These stones were relocated to 

Memorial Avenue Gardens within The Canch and set into a newly constructed brick 

wall, ensuring the hospital’s commemorative heritage remains part of the park’s 

remembrance landscape. 

 

20th Century timber Shelter 

 

Although modest in scale, the timber shelter 

is an often-overlooked asset within The 

Canch. It offers a practical refuge for parents 

and children during sudden downpours, 

ensuring visits can continue in comfort. 

Beyond its functional role, the shelter adds 

character to the park’s landscape. However, 

it now requires targeted maintenance to 

preserve its structural integrity and visual 

appeal. Proactive care will not only prolong 

its lifespan but also keep it as an inviting and 

distinctive feature for visitors. 

 

 

Pictured: The memorial wall for World War 1 in Memorial Gardens which is 
facing Memorial Avenue. 

Pictured above: Timber Shelter 
situated next to the Splash 
Park. 
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Archaeological Considerations 

 

Although much of the park was agricultural prior to the creation of the park, and 

therefore less likely to be of interest, the mill and associated buildings occupied the 

southeast quadrant. The swimming baths are likely to have destroyed some below-

ground remains, but for example, the two arms of the mill race still run under the Rose 

Garden. Given the possibility of below-ground remains, it would be good practice to 

explore if there is a requirement for an archaeological desk-based assessment, firstly 

with BDC Conservation and then NCC’s archaeology team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above- The Cenotaph, located on Memorial 
Avenue adjacent to the park, is not within the park 
boundary but remains an integral feature of Memorial 
Gardens, contributing to its historical and 
commemorative significance. 
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Section 2 – Exploring the Park:  

(Areas, Analysis, and Innovations) 
 

Section index: 
 

• Areas 

• SOAR (Strengths, Opportunities, Aspirations, Results 

• Site Ecology 

• Community Events, Evaluation of Events, Marketing & Communication 

• Environmental Performance Assessment 

• New in 2025  

• You said, we did 
 

This section offers a clear overview of the park’s current position and future 
direction. Areas highlights the distinct zones of the park and their purpose, while 
SOAR examines strengths, opportunities, aspirations, and results to guide 
improvements. Site Ecology focuses on biodiversity and natural habitats. 
Community Events, Evaluation, and Communication showcase how activities 
and feedback strengthen engagement. Sustainability progress is reviewed in the 
Environmental Performance Assessment, with recent additions and activities 
celebrated in New in 2025. Finally, You Said, We Did demonstrate how input 
from Green Flag judging has shaped positive changes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

29  

Area A – The Priory Entrance Garden 

 

 
Located in the south-east corner, this section of the park offers impressive open 
views to the Worksop Priory. 
 
The Prominent location draws visitors into the wider park. 
 
The Priory Entrance Garden includes a new circular paved area with seating and 
planted borders offering views of Worksop Priory. Adjacent is the former sunken rose 
garden, now deteriorated due to tree canopy shading and lack of investment, 
resulting in the loss of roses and depleted shrub borders. 

 

Future development of the area will include the addition of refurbished benches to 
develop this into a peaceful, tranquil part of the park. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Pictured above: The Priory Entrance 
Garden. 
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Area B – The Floral Display Gardens 

 

Located along the southern boundary parallel to Memorial Avenue, this garden is the 
park’s most striking feature. Seasonal display beds create strong visual impact from 
Memorial Avenue and the adjacent pedestrian thoroughfare.  

 
Symmetrical beds set within high-
quality lawns link the park’s 
heritage to the present, offering 
civic pride and enjoyment for 
visitors. The area also includes 
mature specimen trees and shrub 
borders in the south-west corner, 
and the brick Memorial Wall with 
foundation stones from the former 
Victoria Hospital (Now where the 
retail park is opposite the park). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Pictured above: The Flower beds 
which run parallel to Memorial 
Avenue. 

Pictured above: The Flower beds 
being replenished by members of 
the Parks and Open Spaces team. 
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Area C – The Memorial Garden 

Lawns 

 

This area continues to be the ornamental, 
‘quieter’ part of the park. 

As the name implies, the area adjoins the 

Floral Display Garden is made up of closely 

mown lawn areas. Been informal in shape and 

variable in size are dissected by realigned 

footpaths which were resurfaced with resin 

bonded gravel. 

 

This larger section of the park accommodates 

The Carnegie Library & Museum, this 

impressive Grade 2 Listed Building (1985, entry 

1370103) was opened on the 24th of March 

1938, with the landscaping surrounding the 

building named as Memorial Gardens, which was completed in the same 

year. The building being set within the gardens created as part of an 

integrated scheme of civic improvement with the town’s war memorial. 

 

No longer used as a library and museum building it now provides a base 

for the town’s Aurora Wellbeing Charity Organisation. The Charity runs a 

small café within the building giving visitors to the park the opportunity to 

enjoy some light refreshments and hot/cold drinks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture above: View of the 
Aurora Centre and Memorial 
Gardens. 
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Area D – The Sensory Garden/Kiosk and Facilities 

 

 

This area of the park has seen the most significant and noticeable changes in recent 
times with the purpose-built new refreshment kiosk building that also includes a 
Changing Places WC facility, a disabled toilet, a baby change and parent WC in 
addition to four unisex toilets. It also includes permanent outdoor seating/tables on 
the grassed area opposite for all to use. The seating area provides for shade on hot 
sunny days under the large canopy of the mature horse chestnut tree with views of 
the Priory Church across the road to admire. 
 
The key features of the original Sensory Garden can still to be found in this area. The 
garden was designed and constructed in 1995 and occupies the site of the former 
Canch Lido. As part of a major development project, the derelict outdoor pool was 
backfilled and landscaped to incorporate a range of sensory features which include: 
The Sensory Garden design retained its heritage features including part of the lido’s 
outer wall and a penstock, which formed part of the original Mill Wheelhouse building 
seen today. 

 

Pictured above: The Sensory Garden 
walkway. 

Pictured above: The seating area 
adjacent to the Kiosk. 
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Area E – Splash Play Area 

 
 
Built on the original paddling pool in 
2010, the splash park transformed the 
site’s appeal, attracting visitors from 
beyond the district.  
 
It was then upgraded in May 2023, it 
now features new equipment including 
tipping buckets, an aqua dome, spray 
cannons, and improved surfacing.   
 
The water play facility is maintained and 
serviced in accordance with the 
guidance set out by the Pool Water 
Treatment Advisory Group (PWTAG) 
code of practice. 
 
The water is regularly tested during operating times and are tested before switching 
the equipment on in the spring.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured above: New equipment on water 
splash park area 2023. 
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Area F – The Children’s Play Area 

 

 
 
In March 2015, the play area was transformed with new challenging equipment for 
ages 8–16, upgraded safety surfacing, realigned fencing and gates, and 
complementary landscaping. Outdated equipment, bark surfacing, and raised shrub 
beds were removed. 
 
Further enhancements in February 2023 introduced inclusive play features to 
support children of all abilities, including: 
 

• Ability Swing (wheelchair accessible) 

• Ability Space Whirl (inclusive roundabout) 

• Tubular Ally Glockenspiel (music panel) 

The installation follows on from the results of a survey carried out by the 

Council in 2022 that asked residents to have their say on the proposals, 

with 89% of respondents ‘strongly agreeing’ that the Canch should feature 

the inclusive play items. The additions to the park were also influenced by 

the successful installation and reception of inclusive play equipment at 

Kings’ Park in Retford. 

 

 

 

Pictured above: The play area featuring the 
accessible swing. 
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Area G – Sport and Recreation Zone 

 
Originally developed in 2004 on the former tennis courts site, the area included a 
skate park and Multi-Use Games Areas (MUGAs), offering a range of activities (e.g., 
tennis courts, MUGA, fitness equipment) and appealing to diverse age groups. In 
May 2025, the council installed new accessible gym equipment. 
 
The zone remains a popular destination for all ages and encourages active lifestyles 
and social interaction. 
 
 Facilities are litter-picked daily and inspected weekly in line with ROSPA standards. 
 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above: New Accessible gym 
equipment (Installed May 2025) 

Pictured above: Skate Park.  
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Area H – The Central Green 

 

 

 

 

The Central Greens open layout supports informal uses like picnics, sports, and 
family play, while providing opportunities for health and wellbeing sessions and 
events. 

 

It also provides sightlines and breathing space between park features (play area, 
kiosk, gardens). 

 
 
The boundary now features a CCTV camera linked to the Council’s control centre 
which is an emergency refuge point for users to go to in case of emergencies.  
 
A line of mature lime trees forms the southern backdrop along the main walkway and 
watercourse. The Central Green remains a valuable open space for hosting 
community events and activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pictured above: The Central Green 
adjacent to the skate park looking 
towards the Priory. 
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Area I – The former Bowling Green Area 

 

Once a seasonal facility with two bowling greens and adjacent grassed space, the 
site is now derelict. Bordered by shrubs, mature hedges, and trees along two 
pedestrian routes, one green remains partially intact, while the second was removed 
due to lack of demand. There was a former children’s nursery building which was 
demolished around 2017, returning the area to additional parkland. 
 
Future development in this area is being considered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above: The former Bowling Green 
Area. 
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Area J – The Canch Watercourse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Canch watercourse is a central feature and likely the origin of the park’s name, 
referring to the historic mill race. Artificially constructed to divert and control water 
flow, it reduces flood risk along the River Ryton. Years of underinvestment led to silt 
build-up and loss of community value, diminishing its role as a wildlife habitat and 
boating pond. Following the 2007 floods, major restoration works were delivered in 
partnership with the Environment Agency, improving water quality and flood 
resilience. Reed bed planting has enhanced appearance, created habitats, and 
acted as a natural silt filter.  
 
Two new footbridges and realigned paths now provide better access and 
connectivity across the park. 
 
 Recent de-silting prevents sediment build-up, maintaining healthy water flow and 
reducing flood risk. 
 
Planting along banks enhances habitat diversity, supports pollinators, and contribute 
to a balanced ecosystem and improve the aesthetic appeal of the watercourse. 
 

 

  

Pictured above: Image of the watercourse from 
the bridge which links Memorial Gardens with The 
Canch. 
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Area K – The River Ryton 

 

The Canch watercourse forms the dominant feature within the park, yet the River 
Ryton that serves the flow for the watercourse almost insignificantly runs unnoticed 
along the northern boundary of the park, to the rear of the former Bowling Green 
Area and the Sport and Recreation Zone. 
Mature trees and established shrub vegetation can be found along most of the 
riverside boundary, creating a wildlife corridor and a natural barrier to the water’s 
edge. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

40  

 

Site Plan showing designated areas A-K 

 

 

General recommendations taken from the Visitor  

Experience Masterplan: 

 
Throughout the park 

• Mature trees: continue arboriculture good practice in maintaining 

healthy trees. Develop a tree management plan to guide future 

replacement species and locations. When the trees fail and must 

be removed, their replacements should be carefully considered, 

and where possible the same species should be used in similar 

locations to retain the character of those areas. The main 

exception may be the Poplar on safety grounds. The increase in 

tree pests, diseases and climate change should also be 

considered. The plan would be a drawing to guide future 

replacements, showing what species would replace the existing 

trees when they fail. It would aim to manage the mature trees as an 

integral part of the historic design of the park, not as individuals or 

as a ‘forest’. 

• Views: continue to retain key views by reviewing vegetation 
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growth at least once every 5 years. 

• Seating: review provision to ensure there is enough seating e.g. 

more required in Sunken Garden; and that the style is appropriate 

to an historic site. 

• Bins: review provision e.g. remove one from Sunken Garden; 

decide on a ‘house-style’ such as the dual recycling/bin and do not 

over- provide e.g. entrances and play areas only. 

• Interpretation strategy: increase provision in a range of media 

to better explain the history of the park to different audiences. 

• Welcome and way-finding signage: review provision to ensure 

adequate e.g. hang small ‘Welcome to The Canch’ signs on the 

subsidiary entrance railings at Priorswell Road, Beaver Place 

and north from the library car park. 

 
Areas of further investigation 

The following areas are likely to require work by other disciplines outside 

the scope of this project to better understand the risks, and therefore 

costs, of conservation. They are outlined below and could be delivered by 

BDC in-house, or external resources as required. Activity and 

interpretation plans are often required as part of funding bids. 
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SOAR Analysis 

 

Soft Landscaping: 

 

Strengths 

 

Situated near Worksop town centre, making it highly accessible for 

residents and visitors. 

 

Historic links to the Priory Church. 

 

High visual impact and strong visitor appeal – vibrant seasonal displays 

attract visitors. 

 

Clear structure and themed planting areas enhancing navigation and 

design cohesion. 

 

Strong horticultural heritage showcasing skilled planting design. 

 

 

Opportunities 

Introduction of perennial or mixed herbaceous planting to improve 

sustainability. 

 

Enhanced educational and community engagement through workshops 

and working closely with local groups. 

Pollinator-friendly planting supporting biodiversity initiatives. 

 

Seasonal themes and curated display experiences to attract more 

visitors. 

Aspirations  

1: Create Sustainable, Resilient Planting Landscapes 

To transition our parks toward long-term environmental sustainability by 

increasing the use of perennial and mixed herbaceous planting. 

2: Become a Centre for Learning and Community Involvement 

To position our green spaces as hubs for public education and 

community engagement through workshops, tours, and hands-on 

learning. 

3: Champion Local Biodiversity Through Pollinator-Friendly Design 

To enhance biodiversity by expanding pollinator-friendly planting and 

habitat creation. 

4: Deliver Engaging, Seasonal Visitor Experiences 

To curate seasonal themes and immersive horticultural displays that 
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attract and inspire visitors. 

Results  

• Reduced annual maintenance and replanting costs.  

• More resilient planting displays that perform across seasons and 

withstand weather extremes.  

• Enhanced visual quality and consistency of beds throughout the 

year.  

• Lower environmental impact through reduced waste, water use, 

and resource inputs. 

• Increased visitor engagement and awareness of the park’s natural 

heritage. 

 

Hard Landscaping: 

 

Strengths 

 

Durable Infrastructure: Paths, seating areas, and retaining walls provide 

long-lasting functionality. 

 

Defined Spaces: Hard landscaping creates clear zones for activities and 

improves navigation. 

 

Visual Appeal: Decorative paving, stone features, and edging enhance 

the park’s aesthetic. 

 

Accessibility: Well-designed hard surfaces improve access for 

wheelchairs and pushchairs. 

 

Aspirations  

 

Enhancement & Accessibility: 

 

Position hard landscaping as a foundation for inclusive, safe, and visually 

appealing park design.  

 

Achieve a balance between heritage character and modern functionality.  

 

Create spaces that encourage social interaction, community events, and 

wellness activities. 

 

Results  

• Increased event attendance and community engagement. 

• Increased visitor satisfaction and engagement. 

• Enhanced safety and usability through regular upgrades. 
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• Recognition as a model for sustainable and inclusive public space 

design. 

 

 

Built Heritage & Decorative Features 

 

Strengths 

 

Historical features: Former Lido Boundary Wall, Plaque to WWI Fallen, 

Former Water Mill. 

 

Opportunities 

Refurbish and repurpose the disused bowling green.  

 

Development of former water mill. Subject to capital bid.  

 

Signage on Historical aspects of the park. 

 

Shelter in the Splash Park- roof to be refurbished to enhance visitor 
comfort.  

 

Aspirations 

 

To create a multifunctional space that supports community engagement, 

heritage preservation, and modern recreational needs. 

 

Results 

 

• Increased visitor engagement and cultural tourism. 

 

• Enhanced community pride and involvement in heritage 

conservation. 

 

 

Recreation and Amenities 

 

Strengths 

 

Splash Park, The Children’s Play Area, Sports Areas: Equipped with 

CCTV coverage and an integrated help button, ensuring visitor safety 

and security during events. 

 

Splash Park: One of the park’s most visited amenities thanks to its 

vibrant design and interactive appeal.  
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Splash Park and Children’s Play Area, Sports Areas: Serves as a key 

focal point for recreation and community engagement within the park. 

Modern setup ensures a safe, accessible, and enjoyable experience for 

visitors of all ages, meeting current standards for play and leisure 

facilities. 

 

Café, toilets including Changing Places WC, and seating areas enhance 

comfort. 

 

 

Opportunities 

 

Continue to work with groups utilising the skate park and sports facilities.  

 

Aspirations 

 

Community Engagement 

 

Flagship Recreation Hub: Position The Canch as the leading destination 

for leisure and wellbeing in Bassetlaw. 

 

Inclusive Design: Ensure all recreational areas meet accessibility 

standards and cater to all abilities. 

 

Sustainability in Recreation: Promote eco-friendly activities and reduce 

single-use plastics at events. 

 

Community Ownership: Foster pride and participation through co-created 

recreational programmes. 

 

 

Results 

 

• Improved reputation of The Canch as a destination for cultural and 

recreational activities. 

• Sustainable usage of the performance space throughout the year. 

• Increased participation in tennis and community sports. 

• Improved facility management and reduced misuse. 

• Enhanced reputation of The Canch as a destination for organised 

recreational activities. 
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Site Ecology 

 

The Canch is a very important 

green corridor adjacent to 

the eastern side of Worksop 

town centre. Given the 

context of the location, it 

holds a particularly diverse 

assemblage of habitat types. 

The combined habitats 

define The Canch as a 

central ‘green hub’ within an 

urban environment that is 

largely hostile to wildlife. 

Apart from landscapes 

specifically managed for 

wildlife, some parts of The 

Canch may well contain higher 

biodiversity values than many areas 

of Worksop’s intensively farmed surrounding countryside. 

The range of habitat types and features on site includes: 

• Many mature Lime trees and other tree species producing nectar, 

pollen and feeding opportunities for invertebrates and birds. 

• Diverse flower and berry producing shrubbery with long season of 

availability. 

• A wide range of nectar sources from planted bulbs and flowers. 

• Aquatic habitats encouraging waterfowl to the site. 

• The River Ryton running through the site with marginal vegetation 

undergoing continuing enhancement. 

• The Canch, human created running water body with marginal 

vegetation. 

• Medium sized pond with naturalised mature vegetation. 

• Large expanses of short mown grassland (some less disturbed 

areas) as foraging opportunities for ground feeding birds. 

• Areas of longer grass with native wildflowers. 

• Maturing purpose-built wildlife and sensory gardens. 
 

The Canch has become a place where built heritage, human history, 

culturally important planting schemes and wildlife can and do coexist. 

Greater public acceptance for accommodating and improving biodiversity 

outcomes, provides increasing opportunities to combine the needs of 

Pictured above: View of The 
Canch Watercourse. 
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wildlife and people without conflict. These opportunities will be exploited 

through an ongoing programme of adjustments to the overall 

management of The Canch and will be detailed within the management 

plan. 

 
Biodiversity surveys 
In accordance with good practice for any development, ecological surveys should be 
carried out to assess the potential for, or presence of, protected species; to avoid 
harming them. Whilst we are not ecologists, the park would seem favourable for 
some protected species such as bats; since they are often associated with mature 
trees, old buildings, and watercourses. The surveys would also determine the 
ecological significance of the park. When the extent of proposals is firmed up, this 
should be discussed with BDC Development Control and Conservation Team in the 
first instance. 
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Community Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Canch and Memorial Gardens have become 
popular venues for hosting a variety of events, 
showcasing the park’s versatility and multi-
functional design. 
 

• Royal British Legions remembrance 
service. 

• Mini Police Fun Day. 
• The council have also run some of the 

following events: 
• Fitness & Wellbeing Sessions  
• Extreme Wheels Roadshows- (Run 

across Schools Holidays). 
 
Bassetlaw District Council remain committed to 
promoting The Canch and Memorial Gardens as 
a valuable venue for community events and will 
therefore: 
 

• Continue to support and promote 
establishment of annual events. 

• Support and assist newcomers in establishing and developing regular events 
and activities. 

• Stage successful District Council led events and activities aimed at raising 
public awareness of the park’s value. 

 
The Parks and Open Spaces Management Team will use the corporate Marketing 
Strategy (currently in development) to advertise The Canch as a ‘Green Arena’ for 
educational establishment, community organisations and local businesses to stage 
events. 

Pictured above: Extreme Wheels Roadshow 
community event in the Multi Use Game Area. 
(MUGA) 

Pictured above: A Health and 
Wellbeing event. 
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Evaluation of Events 

 

Events and activities held at The Canch are evaluated around the following five key 
areas: 
 
1. Pre-event social engagement. 
2. Actual day attendance. 
3. Attendee satisfaction. 
4. Press and media coverage. 
  5. Post-event brief. 
 

1) Pre-event social engagement 
Through the Council’s Communications 
Team using social media channels to 
drive attendance, hype, and 
engagement to the event. Levels of 
interaction are monitored for tweets, 
likes, shares and comments, in addition 
to audience demographics and clicks 
per post. Anticipated attendance figures 
are then generated. 
 
 

2) Actual day attendance 
Achieved through on-site engagement and interaction with attendees, conversation 
platforms, social media mentions and questionnaires. 
 

• By estimating actual attendance as well as audience profile and type. 
 

• Through feedback from event participants on public interaction and trade 
levels. 

 
3) Attendee Satisfaction 

 
Attained through surveys, verbal conversation, social media and data acquired. 
 

4) Press and media coverage 
Level of coverage and presence in local press and media post-event. Measuring 
positivity against negative feedback. 
 

5) Post Event Brief 
Through event de-briefing sessions, to evaluate success and improve future 
planning, setup, and delivery. 
  

Pictured above: Attendance at a 
community led event promoting Health 
and Wellbeing and Leisure in 
Bassetlaw.  
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Local organisations/schools/community groups within catchment area of The 
Canch 
 
Schools: 

• Gateford Park Primary 

• Holy Family RC Primary 

• Norbridge Academy 

• North Nott’s College of Further Education 

• Outwood Academy Portland 

• Outwood Academy Valley 

• Prospect Hill Junior 

• Prospect Infant and Nursery 

• Redlands Primary 

• Ryton Park Primary  

• Sir Edmund Hillary Primary 

• St Anne’s C of E Primary 

• St Augustine's Infant 

• St Johns C of E Primary 

• Worksop College 

• Worksop Priory C of E Primary 
 
Nurseries: 

• Westbourne House 

• Cherubs Ryton Park 

• Treetops 

• Alphabet House 

• Claremont House 
 
Community Groups and Clubs: 

• Acorn Theatre Group 

• Dojo Martial Arts 

• The Muddy Fork 

• Worksop and District Photographic Society 

• Worksop Rotary Club 
 
SureStart Centres: 

• Prospect 

• St Augustine’s 

• Raymoth Lane 

• Shrewsbury Road 
 
Churches: 

• St John’s 

• St Anne’s 

• St Joseph’s R C 
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• Christchurch Centre 

• The Crossing 
 
Organisations: 

• Aurora Wellbeing Charity 

• Bassetlaw Community Voluntary Services (BCVS) 

• Focus on Young People in Bassetlaw (FoYPiB) 

• Hope for the Homeless 

• NCC Library Services 

• NCC Youth Services 

• Outreach 
 
Medical Practices: 

• Newgate Medical Group 

• Larwood Health Centre 

• Bassetlaw General Hospital 
 
 

 

Bassetlaw’s Safety Advisory Group 
 
In 2015, Bassetlaw joined the Nottinghamshire Safety Advisory Group. The Group 
ensures that all events delivered on Council-owned sites are well organised, safely 
delivered and in accordance with legal responsibilities as landowners. By working in 
partnership with the group all agencies (i.e. Police, EMAS, Fire Service and 
Nottinghamshire County Council) are aware of public events taking place in the local 
area. 
 
The groups aim to: 
• Ensure the highest attainable standard of public safety at events in 
Nottingham and Nottinghamshire. 
• Encourage a culture of event safety and promote good practice in safety and 
welfare planning for events. 
• Provide a multi-agency forum for the coordination of advice to event 
organisers. 
• Provide professional advice on the suitability of event management plans and 
associated documents provided by the event organiser. 
As part of this process the Parks Management Team have produced its own well-
structured Event Management Plans and offer advice and support to others planning 
to hold events within its open spaces to encourage public involvement and 
participation. 
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Marketing & Communication 
 

The Parks and Open Spaces Management Team 
will continue maintaining strong links with the 
local community, through regular consultation 
and public involvement, the park provides a 
valuable venue and facility for a diverse variety 
of events and activities throughout the year. 
 
Improvements to the 
Council’s website 
have led to a 
more user-
friendly platform 

for mobile 
devices and has a 
strong emphasis on 
self-service. Visitors 
to the site can 

submit general enquiries relating to its services, 
report incidents and book events and activities in the 
Council’s parks and open spaces. 
 
The Parks and Open Spaces Management Team 
have further developed and formally adopted this 
approach to facilitate its application to other key 
green space sites within the service. 
 
Understanding the needs of visitors   
 
Consultation and engagement at community events 
staged The Canch. As well as delivering feedback on 
the event, it also provides a profile from park users 
based on age, gender, where they live and to some 
extent their economic profile. 
 
In addition, further consultation can also be through a 
combination of the following: 
 
•Random user surveys throughout the year. 
•On-line surveys using the Bassetlaw District Council and the Parks and Open 
Spaces websites. 
•Collecting feedback on specific proposals (e.g., The Service Assessment Report) at 
organised public meetings and drop-in sessions. 
 
Fundamentally, the customer research will continue to identify: 
• What the public like about The Canch. 
• What the public dislike about The Canch. 
• What would encourage the public to make better use of The Canch. 
  

Pictured above: 
Source Facebook 

Pictured above: Source 
Facebook 
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Environmental Performance Assessment 
 

 

Operation  Activities Aims & 

Objectives 

Options & 

Opportunities 

Grass Mowing 

(Low Amenity) 

Cut twice/month 

growing season. 

 

No collection of 

arisings  

Carbon reduction  

  

Reduce mowing 

around trees, 

wildflower margins. 

 

Plant native bulbs 

to increase 

biodiversity and 

interest. 

Grass Mowing 

(Ornamental 

Lawns) 

Cut weekly during 

season. 

  

Arisings from 

mowing left on 

areas where 

appropriate and 

maintain high 

standard of 

maintenance.  

Reduced waste 

disposal costs with 

clippings retuned 

to disperse 

naturally 

Reduce strimming 

around trees/bins 

Monthly during 

season 

Reduced use of 

herbicides 

Relocate bins if on 

grass area. 

 

Add concrete pads 

where possible. 

Hedge Cutting 

(Low Amenity) 

Annual cut with 

tractor using side 

arm flail cutter. 

Maintain perimeter 

hedges. 

Leave 2m grass 

margin for wildlife 

refuge. 

  
Hedge Cutting 

(High Amenity) 

Twice/year after 

nesting season. 

Maintain high 

standard. 

Reduce cuts to 

once a year where 

appropriate.  
Pesticides & 

Herbicides 

Last resort use. 

 

Apply mulches 

around plants to 

suppress weed 

growth. 

within high 

amenity areas.  

Evaluate the 

environmental 

impact and use 

droplet applicators 

where required 

Manual traps. 

 

Companion  

Planting for natural 

control methods. 

 

Organic 

treatments. 

Watering 

Seasonal Bedding 

Irrigate first 4 

weeks. 

Aid plant 

establishment. 

Install automatic 

watering system 

Herbaceous Apply mulches Reduction in the Use drought 
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Borders & Shrubs around plants to 

suppress weed 

growth. 

use of fertilisers, 

reduce phosphate 

run off & use of 

herbicides 

resistant species 

of trees, shrubs & 

bedding plants. 

Tree works All arisings 

chipped and left 

on site, wherever 

appropriate and 

practicable. Where 

possible large 

timbers left on 

ground. 

Reduced waste 

transportation. 

 

Creation of habitat 

piles 

Explore options for 

use of surplus 

arisings and 

timber. 

 

Machinery & 

Equipment 

Commitment to 

reducing carbon 

footprint and 

convert to 

alternative fuels. 

 

 

 

  

Reduce 

CO2emissions. 

 

Small machinery 

replaced every 3 

years to ensure 

reliability and up to 

technology is used 

 

  

Switch to 

alternative fuels 

when replacing 

machinery.  

 

Servicing 

intervals/hours of 

use between 

servicing is strictly 

adhered to for 

extended 

machinery life and 

reduction of 

emissions. 

  
Recycling & 

Composting 

Provision of green 

waste skips for off-

site composting 

i.e., grass 

clippings, shrub 

pruning’s etc. 

Improve recycling 

of green waste 

 

•On average 67% 

of all skip waste 

produced by the 

parks service is 

composted 

annually. 

  

Create on site 

composting area to 

reuse green waste 

across sites.  

 

Reduce waste 

disposal costs  

Furniture & 

Fixtures 

Inspect benches & 

bins. 

 

•Use recycled 

plastic timber 

Maintain safety. 

 

Minimal 

maintenance and 

extended lifetime 

Use recycled 

materials. 

 

Repair instead of 

replacing. 
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substitutes where 

possible. Including 

benches, fencing, 

signs, and posts 

of product when 

recycled plastic 

timber. 

Dog Fouling 

Management 

Provide dual use 

bins for litter & dog 

waste 

 

•Dogs are banned 

from within 

enclosed 

children’s play 

areas as part of 

the Council’s 

Public Spaces 

Protection (Dog 

Control) Order 

2024.  

Reduction in bin 

requirement.  

 

 

Council’s 

enforcement team 

monitor for 

compliance with 

Dogs (Fouling of 

Land) Act 1996 

• Awareness 

campaigns. 

 

•Encourage 

reporting of 

offenders. 

 

Encourage 

responsible dog 

ownership  

Wildlife Boxes Install bird & bat 

boxes. 

Support 

biodiversity. 

Monitor usage. 

 

Expand 

programme. 

Peat Reduction No peat-based 

compost used on 

site 

Protect habitats Use peat-free 

alternatives. 

Painting & Timber 

Care 

Use water based- 

high quality paints. 

  

Extend lifespan. Use eco-friendly 

paints. 

Plastic Reduction Minimise plastic 

use by using 

biodegradable 

alternatives e.g. 

tree guards. 

Reduced 

environmental 

impact 

  

Switch to 

ecofriendly 

alternatives. 

 

Re-use or recycle 

plastics. 
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New in 2025 

This part of the plan provides an update on the new additions, improvements and 

activities/events that have occurred throughout the given year of the park and 

reflects on those successes and achievements that can sometimes be overlooked 

when striving forward with new schemes and initiatives. It also gives an opportunity 

to recognise the works that have been delivered through the previous year either as 

part of the action plans within this management plan or the wider 2040 vision to 

create a healthy district.   

The following extracts are taken from the Council’s social media and press releases 

relating to the park and service area within this set timeframe.  

New accessible exercise equipment is coming to The Canch in Worksop- May 

2025 

Bassetlaw District Council is bringing 

a more accessible, community 

friendly outdoor gym to The Canch in 

Worksop. 

Work is getting underway this week 

to remove most of the existing 

exercise equipment in the Adizone 

area and replace it with eight brand-

new pieces, including a Power Smart 

hand bike, seated shoulder press, a 

recumbent bike, new surfacing and 

the creation of a new floor painted 

workout area. 

Costing £50k, it has been designed by 

the Great Outdoor Gym Company and 

work will begin on installation this week with an area fenced off for safety purposes. 

Cllr Darrell Pulk, Cabinet Member for Neighbourhoods said: “This is an exciting 

project to revamp part of one of our much-loved parks and make it more accessible 

for the whole community. 

“We hope it provides an additional opportunity for people of all ages to be able to 

socialise and enjoy time exercising together.” 

The equipment being replaced has been at The Canch since 2010 and as well as 

coming to the end of its service life, replacement parts are no longer available for 

some of the pieces. 

The new equipment has been made in accordance with Inclusive Fitness Initiative 

(IFI) guidelines, which recognises products designed with accessibility in mind, and 

includes an app people can download to log and track their own workouts. 

Pictured above: Design Proposal and Layout 
of accessible exercise equipment. 
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The investment forms part of the councils Vision 2040 Healthy District ambition 

which includes a commitment to maintaining high quality local exercise options. 

Meanwhile essential repairs are continuing at the splash park with work starting this 

week. 

 

Extreme Wheels–2025 
 

 Source: Facebook  
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Green Flags to proudly fly over three of Bassetlaw’s parks- July 2025 

Three of Bassetlaw’s parks will 

proudly fly Green Flags for the 

second year in a row after officially 

being recognised as some of the 

best open spaces in the country. 

Bassetlaw District Council is 

celebrating Green Flag Awards for 

Langold Country Park, Kings’ Park in 

Retford and Worksop’s Memorial 

Gardens and The Canch. 

The award is the international 

quality mark for parks and green 

spaces and Langold Country Park 

has received its green flag for the 

second time, Kings’ Park has reached this high standard for the 18th time, while The 

Canch has won the award for 12 years running. 

Cllr Darrel Pulk, Cabinet Member for Neighbourhoods said: “It is fantastic to get this 

recognition for these three much loved parks. 

“Receiving these awards is a testament to the hard work and dedication of our Parks 

and Open Spaces team, our Ground Maintenance staff and partner organisations to 

maintain them at a high standard.” 

Investment continues in improving facilities in our parks, including new accessible, 

community friendly outdoor gym equipment at the Canch, a new walking route at 

Langold Country Park, while we continue to host events such as Panto in the Park 

by TaleGate Theatre. 

Green Flag Award Scheme Manager, Paul Todd MBE, said: “Congratulations to 

everyone involved who have worked tirelessly to ensure these three parks achieve 

the high standards required for the Green Flag Award. 

“Quality parks and green spaces make the country a heathier place to live and work 

in, and a stronger place in which to invest. 

“Crucially, these three parks provide a vital green space for communities to enjoy 

nature, and during the ongoing cost of living crisis it is a free and safe space for 

families to socialise. It also provides important opportunities for local people and 

visitors to reap the physical and mental health benefits of green space.” 

The Green Flag Award scheme, managed by environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy 

under licence from the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government, 

recognises and rewards well-managed parks and green spaces, setting the 

benchmark standard for the management of green spaces across the United 

Kingdom and around the world. 

Pictured above: Members of Parks and 
Open Spaces team with Local District 
Councillors and parks supporters flying the 
Green Flag adjacent to the Aurora Centre  
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Love Parks Week July 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Source: Facebook 
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You said, we did. 

 
This part of the plan reflects on those successes and achievements. It also gives an 
opportunity to recognise the works that have been delivered through the previous 
year by taking on the feedback from the previous management plan and the 2040 
vision to create a healthy district.   
 

Category Key Feedback What we’ve done  

A Welcoming Place Some signs require 
renewal. 

✓ Signage to be 
reviewed and 
replaced where 
needed. 

Well Maintained & Clean Some grass 
encroachment. 
 
Some windows are 
boarded up on the 
community building 
 
Offensive graffiti in the 
play area. 

✓ All areas have 
been edged off. 

 
✓ Aurora Centre is 

not a council 
owned building. 

 
 
 
 

✓ To be removed. 

Marketing & 
Communication 

Kiosk and Toilets: No 
signage was present to 
display opening times 
of either of these 
facilities. 

✓ Only open 
during the 
splash park 
opening which 
are on social 
media.  
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Section 3 - Delivering the Vision:  

Plans and Resources  

 
Section index: 
 

• Aims and Objectives 

• Action Plans 

• Financial Resources 

• Staffing Resources 

• Operational Maintenance 

 

 

 
This section sets the framework for delivering the park’s vision. Aims and 
Objectives define goals, while Action Plans outline steps to achieve them.  
 
Financial Resources shows the annual maintenance cost for the park, Staffing 
Resources shows the capacity, and Operational Maintenance highlights how the 
park is kept safe, attractive, and well-managed. 
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Aims and Objectives 

 

Aim One - To encourage existing users and new visitors to 
The Canch. 

 
Two key actions have been identified to assist with the delivery of this aim. 

 

(1)  Raise the profile of The Canch by: 

• Improving The Canch webpage and presence. 

• Continuing to use Bassetlaw District Council’s social media channels to 
engage with existing and new visitors. This will include partnership 
working. 

• Continuing to produce information items for park noticeboards. 

• Utilising the quality images submitted from park users. 

• Encouraging local media to attend events in The Canch. 

• Actively encourage local community groups and organisations to focus on 
new themes and initiatives. 

• Creation of a Development Worker role to deliver specific initiatives and 
projects. 

 

(2) To better inform users and potential users about The Canch by: 

 

• Working with other local groups to inform members about the park and its 

activities for Bassetlaw, e.g. voluntary services, local community groups, 

health and wellbeing charities, schools and young people’s services. 

• Working actively with other agencies such as the Police and the Council’s 

Community Safety Team to address any specific problems when they 

arise, e.g. vandalism and abuse. This has been identified as a key action 

within the Visitor Experience Masterplan. 
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• By continuing to prepare press releases to publicise achievements, 

activities, and events in The Canch. 

• By continuing to build on the positive publicity achieved through 

press coverage of park-based activities and the installation and 

opening of new facilities. 

 

• Continuing to use Bassetlaw District Council’s social media 

channels to promote events and activities and the Council’s plans 

for The Canch. This will include partnership working. 

 

Aim Two - To encourage visitors to stay longer in their visit. 
 
Five key actions will have a collective role to play in helping to achieve this aim: 
  

1. By staging a programme of events and activities in The Canch. The Parks and 
Open Spaces Management Team have developed this initiative to offer advice 
and guidance to organisers on the administration and management of 
community events. They also act as an agent in approving and supporting 
other agencies to stage their own events, a practice which is actively 
encouraged. 

 
2. By developing the work undertaken by schools to promote the park as an 

educational asset. 
 

3. By continuing to work with the Council’s Active Communities Team to promote 
The Canch as an accessible green space for sporting activities and games. 

 

4. By working with hospitals and care organisations to help establish The 

Canch as a venue to contribute towards public health and wellbeing. 

 

5. By promoting an overall positive image for the park by combining and 

managing all of the aforementioned actions. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

64  

Aim Three - To actively encourage all sectors of the 
community to play a positive role in the use and 

development of The Canch. 
 
The key actions for the successful delivery of this aim will be achieved as follows: 

 

• By establishing and supporting an active Friends of The Canch Group, 

encouraging as wider representation from the community as possible to 

reflect local views and opinions. 

• By developing social media sites to encourage a greater input for 

children and young people who have historically been difficult to involve 

with the park and its development. 

• By running consultation sessions to seek public views in the next stage of 

ongoing park improvements (consultation at a public event in 2010 

influenced the final design of the new Canch skate park). 

• By contacting local schools, community organisations, voluntary groups, 

government agencies and the Bassetlaw Council for Voluntary Services to 

make them aware of The Canch as a high-profile venue for staging events 

and educational activities. 

 

Aim Four - To encourage the use of The Canch based on 
equal opportunity principles. 

 
In order to achieve this aim, it will be essential for the Parks and Open Spaces 

Management Team to offer opportunities and stage events which reflect and 

represent the social, economic and cultural profile of the community. 

 
The consultation exercises previously outlined will help establish needs to address 

and therefore, how best these equal opportunities could be delivered. 

 
The future direction and development of The Canch has been set out through the 

written Visitor Experience Masterplan, which was produced after extensive 

consultation was undertaken with its users, visitors, and residents throughout the 

summer of 2018. Wider consultation included Members, stakeholders, 

organisations, and groups with an interest in the park. 

The focus of the development works over the next 10-year period (2019 – 2029) will 

be on built heritage and conservation, to bring it to the same level of prominence as 

seen with the past developments on the infrastructure and new play/recreation 

facilities within the park. 

It will be essential to ensure that any plans for the Creative Village and former 
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Worksop Library building take into the account the masterplan and this management 

plan to ensure that, along with the now Aurora Wellbeing Centre, all initiatives 

complement each other. 

The works as identified through the assessment and analysis process have 

been formatted into actions plans. 

All development works will be delivered in line with the Green Flag judging 

criteria as follows: 

• Aim One – Create a welcoming place. 

• Aim Two – Ensure that the Park is healthy, safe, and secure. 

• Aim Three – Ensure that the Park facilities are well maintained and 
clean. 

• Aim Four – Ensure environment management and resources. 

• Aim Five – Ensure management of biodiversity, landscape, and heritage. 

• Aim Six – Encourage and sustain community involvement. 

• Aim Seven – Ensure effective marketing and communications. 

• Aim Eight – Ensure future viability of the park through effective 
management. 
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Action Plans 

 

Sustainable, Resilient Planting Landscapes 

 

Action Timeline Lead Outcome 

Develop phased 

installation 

schedule 

Years 1–3 Parks Team Phased schedule 

created and 

approved 

Deliver staff 

training on 

sustainable 

planting 

Year 1 

 

Parks Operations  Training delivered 

to all staff 

Install educational 

signage 

Year 1–2 Comms & Parks Signage installed 

in key areas 

Create two pilot 

beds 

Year 1 Parks Operations  Pilot beds 

established and 

monitored 
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Biodiversity & Pollinator-Friendly Planting 

 

Action Timeline Lead Outcome 

Map priority 

biodiversity sites 

Year 1 Ecology Lead Site mapping 

completed 

Implement 

seasonal planting 

succession 

Year 1–3 Horticulture Team Full seasonal 

succession 

implemented 

Install micro-

habitats 

Year 1–2 Parks Operations  Habitats installed 

and maintained 

Conduct pollinator 

monitoring 

Seasonal Ecology Lead Monitoring reports 

completed 

Reduce Herbicide 

use 

Annually  Parks Operations  Herbicide free site  
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Learning & Community Engagement Hubs 

 

Action Timeline Lead Outcome 

Develop annual 

workshop 

programme 

Annual Parks Operations 

 

 

Form partnerships 

with schools and 

groups 

Ongoing Parks 

Management  

Partnership 

agreements in 

place 

Develop self-

guided materials 

Year 1 Comms Team QR-linked 

resources installed 

Create core 

volunteer group 

Year 1–2 Parks 

Management 

Volunteer group 

active and 

attending sessions 
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Visitor Experiences 

 

Action Timeline Lead Outcome 

Develop 12-month 

seasonal display 

plan 

Year 1 Display Design 

Group 

Plan finalised and 

approved 

Establish internal 

design group 

Year 1 Parks 

Management 

Group established 

and meeting 

regularly 

Prepare flexible 

plant lists 

Annual Parks Operations  Lists created and 

stocked 

Coordinate with 

comms for 

promotion 

Seasonal Comms Team Promotions 

released for each 

display 

Resurfacing works 

to keep main 

access areas safe 

and presentable 

Year 1-2 Parks 

Management 

Routes resurfaced, 

improved 

accessibility and 

safety. 

Replace old litter 

bins with new, 

durable models 

Year 1-2 Parks 

Management 

Better Capacity & 

Design: Weather 

Resistance: Visual 

Appeal 

encourages 

Proper Disposal. 

Update and 

standardise park 

signage 

(wayfinding, rules, 

heritage) 

Year 1 Parks 

Management 

A unified visual 

identity, improve 

accessibility, and 

strengthen the 

park’s brand. 

Clear, well-

designed signage 

supports visitor 

safety, promotes 

responsible 

behaviour, and 

enhances heritage 

interpretation. 
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Work closely with 

Community Safety 

Team to address 

issues 

Year 1 Parks 

Management, 

Parks Operational. 

ASB incidents 

reported and 

resolved; joint 

patrols. 
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Recreation Development 

 

Action Timeline Lead Outcome 

Co‑design a 

12‑month 

wellbeing calendar 

(walks, Fitness 

classes) 

Year 1-2 Parks 

Management 

Health And 

Wellbeing 

Programme 

published and 

delivered. 
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Financial Resources 

Set out below is the annual maintenance budget associated with The Canch. 
 

Maintenance type Breakdown of cost Annual Cost 

Annual Bedding 
Management 

Maintenance £4,782.33 

Plants, bulbs and 

fertilisers 
£4,987.25 

Border Management 

Ornamental shrub 

border 

£1,900.75 

 

Roses 

 

£952.13 

 

Grassland 

Management 

Ornamental lawns £8,676.54 

Amenity lawns £1,994.07 

Hedgerow 

Management 

Ornamental £119.80 

Amenity £0 

Play Areas and 
Skate Park 
Management 

Inspections £1,131.02 

Maintenance/repairs £802.00 

Waste & Litter 

Management 
 £19,741.93 

Splash Park 

Management 
Maintenance £22,277.31 

Tree Management Maintenance/repairs £1,193.02 

Building 

Management 
Maintenance/repairs £1,728.86 

Total 

£70,287.01 
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Staffing Resources 

 
Structure 

 

 
 

The above structure chart relates to Bassetlaw District Council’s overall Parks and 
Open Spaces Management and Grounds Maintenance staff that covers The Canch. 
 

The rectangle shape illustrates the officers involved in the management of The Canch 
whereas the triangle shape illustrates the staff who are directly involved with the 
ground’s maintenance operations within the park. 
 

The staff involved with the maintenance operations are not site based within the park 
itself but are brought in to carry out those works as required. This will often involve 
staff being on the site daily or throughout the working day during the peak season 
between March and October. At other times this may be less frequent or as and when 
necessary for additional works. 
The team has expertise in fine turf maintenance and arboriculture work. 
Plant and tools available for the park are funded from maintenance budgets, held 
within the Parks and Open Spaces Team. 
 

The workforce, resources and management being employed at the park are subject to 
an annual review to ensure the needs and standards are being met. 
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Operational Maintenance Schedules 

 

The below chart shows the monthly maintenance schedule for the park, the number 
indicates the frequency per month. 

 

 Month 

Task J F M A M J Jul Aug S O N D 

Grass Cut 
Amenity 

0 0 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 0 0 

Splash Park 
Maintenance 

0 0 0 10 31 30 31 31 30 0 0 0 

Winter Plant 
Maintenance 

0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 

Summer Plant 
Maintenance 

0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 

Playground 
Inspection 

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Tree 
Inspections 

0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Litter Collection 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 

Sweeping 
Paths 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Footpath 
Inspection 

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rose Bed 
Maintenance 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Shrub Pruning 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 

Tree Works As required 

Leaf Clearance 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 

Clean Toilets 0 0 0 30 31 30 31 31 30 0 0 0 

Legionella 
Control 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
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Section 4-Review and Supporting information 

 
Section index: 

 

• Monitoring and Review of Working Practices 

• Monitoring and Review of Conservation and Heritage 

• Monitoring and Review of Management Plan 

• Policy and Context 

• Supporting Documentation and Information Items 

• Contact Details 
 

Having established a range of aims and objectives through the documented 

analysis process, it is essential that measures are in place to monitor progress and 

delivering and reviewing actions accordingly. 

This Management Plan will be used to focus on this monitoring process as 

follows: 

 
Monitoring and Review of Working Practices 

 

Having achieved and retained Green Flag status, Bassetlaw District Council will 

ensure that a raft of recognised good working practices is applied to maintain the 

high standards already achieved in The Canch. 

Taking a proactive approach, the Parks and Open Spaces Management Team will 

regularly review and revise, where necessary, its risk assessment procedures and 

response mechanisms. 

Meeting quarterly with the Parks and Open Spaces Management Team, we 

will monitor and review the following: 

• Grounds maintenance procedures 

• Risk assessment procedures. 

• Remedial works 

• Inspection routines 

• Improvement works. 
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Monitoring and Review of Conservation and Heritage 
 

Having recognised the many heritage features of The Canch, the Parks and Open 

Spaces Management Team will ensure that all such assets are regularly 

monitored for fair wear and tear and the adverse effects of possible abuse. This 

includes planting schemes, infrastructure, natural and built heritage. 

Any such outcomes will be acted upon through appropriate practices to avoid 

further deterioration or long-term dilapidation. This is especially important for 

historic structures awaiting funding for full restoration. 

In order to ascertain the success of conservation projects, the Parks and Open 

Spaces Management Team will continue to work in partnership with the 

Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust and volunteers, site maintenance staff and others as 

necessary to complete surveys of the following: 

• Habitat provision and management works 

• Nest box surveys 

• Flora and fauna studies and reports 

Monitoring and Review of the Plan 

This version of The Canch Management Plan will be used as a working document to 
deliver identified improvement and restoration projects. It will also enable the Parks 
and Open Spaces Management Team to focus on the maintenance and 
development of the site in so doing, consolidate the positive work undertaken in 
recent years. 

The Management Plan has set delivery targets that are, in theory, measured and 
achievable. To ensure that as many, if not all, targets are reached, the Parks and 
Open Spaces Management Team will meet at regular intervals to monitor and review 
progress. 

It is inevitable that the delivery process will meet with challenges and constraints, 
which could impact negatively on the development and use of the facility. 

However, through the support of partnership working and with a strong commitment 
from its staff, Bassetlaw District Council are confident that its aims and objectives will 
be delivered and that its vision for The Canch can be achieved. 
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Policy Context 

 

This plan aligns The Canch with key national, regional, and local policies. 
Rather than listing every policy, the diagram below highlights the main themes 
relevant to the park. Full details of policies and guidance, including descriptions and 
links, are provided in the Appendices. 
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Supporting documentation and information items 

The following supporting documentation and information items can be found 
within the separate appendices to this plan: 

 

Section 1: The Visitor Experience Masterplan 2018 

 

Section 2: Maintenance/Inspection 

 

• Risk Assessments 

• Play Area Inspections 

• Water Play Park Maintenance 

• Grounds Maintenance Specifications (examples) 

• Tree Management and Inspections 

• Vision 2040 – Bassetlaw (updated March 2026) 

• Bassetlaw Local Plan 2020-2037 
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Contact Us 

 

 
 

 
If you need any help communicating with us or understanding 

any of our documents. please contact us on 01909 533 533. 

We can arrange for a copy of this document in 

large print, audiotape, Braille or for a Language 

Line interpreters help you. 
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