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Executive Summary 
 

Bassetlaw District Council is committed to providing high quality parks and open spaces 

throughout the district. This commitment has transformed the parks and open spaces after 

investments made into the facilities that have often involved pioneering new developments and 

improvement s across the service. The improvements have enabled the Council to apply for 

Green Flag Awards for its two main town centre parks. 

Kings Park in Retford has been successful in achieving the Green Flag Award status since 2008.  

The park is managed and maintained by Parks and Open Spaces within Environment Services 

led by the Neighbourhoods Portfolio.     

This management plan has been written as a working document to ensure the Park continues to 

develop and evolve with the needs and expectations of the public. It enables the Council and 

partners to keep focused on future strategic aims and aspirations as identified within both 

management and development planning for the park.  

To ensure the plan retains its value as a current working document it will be updated and 

amended annually to reflect developments and changing priorities. 
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Previous Plans 
 

This management plan supersedes, and is built on, the learning from the implementation of 

numerous previous plans.  Consultation with park users, groups, organisations and others with 

À ıÙĚġÙÓ íĀġÙĖÙĚġ íĀ ġëÙ ēÀĖ÷˫Ě æĥġĥĖÙ ÀĚ À ÎĆÿÿĥĀíġĴ ÀĚĚÙġ, has consistently shaped development 

since a significant report proposing improvements was produced in 2000 and a Strategic 

Development Plan commissioned in 2013.    

Both presently and historically,  consultation shows Kings Park is valued on a grass roots level as 

a multi- use recreational green space and resource for all communities in and around the town of 

vÙġæĆĖÓː +Ĵ ÎÀĖĖĴíĀç ĆĀ ġëÙ úÙçÀÎĴ Ćæ ÎĆĀġíĀĥĆĥĚ íÿēĖĆıÙÿÙĀġˋ ġëÙ ēÀĖ÷˫Ě ĖĆúÙ ÀĚ À ÷ÙĴ ġĆĲĀ

centre asset becomes steadily more real and visible. 

A recent key milestone in the development of the park has been the construction of the now very 

popular Water Play Splash Park and Performance Area in 2016.  These high quality improvements 

combined within a diverse and extensive recreational landscape has made Kings Park into a 

˪2ÙĚġíĀÀġíĆĀ sÀĖ÷ ˫with cross -generational  appeal.  

¢ëÙ ĀÙĳġ ēëÀĚÙ Ćæ ÓÙıÙúĆēÿÙĀġ ÀĀÓ ēúÀĀĀíĀç íĚ ÀÌĆĥġ ĥĀíæĴíĀç Àúú ġëÙ ēÀĖ÷˫Ě ÀĚĚÙġĚ Àġ ÀĀ ÙĕĥÀú

level of quality and ensuring that further development brings important built heritage elements 

to a greater degree of prominence and relevance as useable assets within the park  
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Vision Statement for Kings  ˫Park 

 

To establish the Park as the green and living centre of Retford 

through the promotion of its heritage, landscape and value as the 

flagship recreational resource of the town  

 

 

 

In support of Bassetlaw DistĖíÎġ -ĆĥĀÎíú˫Ě íÿ ġĆ ÌÙ: 

 

˨ ÓĴĀÀÿíÎ ÓíĚġĖíÎġ ĲëÙĖÙ ēÙĆēúÙ úíıÙˋ ĲĆĖ÷ ÀĀÓ ēĖĆĚēÙĖ ÀĀÓ ġëÙ

Council works in partnership with others to develop a better 

ĕĥÀúíġĴ Ćæ úíæÙ˩ 

 

  



The Kings Park Management Plan 8 | P a g e  

Statement from the Portfolio Holders 
 

 

 ˨ WíĀçĚ˫ sÀĖ÷ ëÀĚ À ĚēÙÎíÀú ēúÀÎÙ íĀ ġëÙ ëÙÀĖġĚ Ćæ ġëÙ ēÙĆēúÙ Ćæ vÙġæĆĖÓ

ÀĀÓ íĚ ÎúÙÀĖ ġëÀġ íġ íĚ ëíçëúĴ ĖÙçÀĖÓÙÓ ÌĴ ıíĚíġĆĖĚ ÀĚ ĲÙúúː ˫_íĀÓæĥú

ÙĚÎÀēÙ˫ˋ ˪GĆĖçÙĆĥĚ ēÀĖ÷ Ĳíġë ĚĆÿÙġëíĀç æĆĖ ÙıÙĖĴĆĀÙ˫ː ˪fĥġĚġÀĀÓíĀç

ÎëíúÓĖÙĀ˔Ě ēúÀĴ ÀĖÙÀ˫ˋ ˪zēúÙĀÓíÓˋ À ĖíĆġ Ćæ ÎĆúĆĥĖː˫ ¢ëÙĚÙ ÀĖÙ öĥĚġ ĚĆÿÙ Ćæ

the comments left about the park online. It is our duty to not only 

safeguard this Green Space for future generations, but we have a 

responsibility to ensure it is maintained to our high standards and is 

accessible and enjoyable for everybody.  

 

Over the last couple of years our acclaimed Panto in the Park series has attracted thousands of 

ēÙĆēúÙ ġĆ ıíÙĲ ĆĥġÓĆĆĖ ıíÙĲíĀçĚ Ćæ ÎúÀĚĚíÎĚ ĚĥÎë ÀĚ sĥĚĚ íĀ +ĆĆġĚ ĆĖ ġëÙ ÿĆĖÙ ĆÌĚÎĥĖÙ GíÀĀġ˫Ě

Loo Roll. This Management Plan will ensure that we have the platform and facilities to host 

ÙıÙĀġĚ ĚĥÎë ÀĚ ġëÙĚÙ íĀ ÀĀ ĆĥġĚġÀĀÓíĀç GĖÙÙĀ zēÀÎÙ æĆĖ ĴÙÀĖĚ ġĆ ÎĆÿÙː˩ 

 

 

 

Councillor Simon Greaves 
Leader of Bassetlaw District Council 

 

As Cabinet Member for Neighbourhoods, I am immensely proud of all 

the effort that goes into the maintenance and development of the 

Green Flag award winning WíĀçĚ˫ sÀĖ÷. Our staff display a real pride in 

the park and the positive benefits that quality green open space and 

play facilities can bring to residents lives. We will continue to enhance 

ġëÙ ēÀĖ÷˫Ě ĆææÙĖˋ íÿēĖĆıÙ ġëÙ ıíĚíġĆĖ ÙĳēÙĖíÙĀÎÙ ÀĀÓ ÙĀÎĆĥĖÀçÙ ēÙĆēúÙ

to keep coming back. This Management Plan sets out how we will 

maintain the park and our aspiratíĆĀĚ æĆĖ íġĚ æĥġĥĖÙ ÓÙıÙúĆēÿÙĀġː˩ 

 

 
Councillor Julie Leigh 

Cabinet Member for Neighbourhoods 

Bassetlaw District Council 
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1.1 Local Area Profile 

Retford is an East Midlands market town situated 31 miles from Nottingham to the south and 23 

miles from Lincoln to the west.  Retford forms the second largest settlement in the district of 

Bassetlaw with a population 21,314. 

Two prominent watercourses , the River Idle and the Chesterfield Canal run through the centre 

of the town adding to its character. 

The town has a 750- year-old history as a market town, having been granted its Royal Charter by 

King Henry III in 1236 when permission to hold a fair was granted, however the borough of East 

Retford was established even earlier having been founded in 1105 by Henry I to collect tolls from 

travellers crossing t he River Idle. 

Retford was reformed by the Municipal Corporations Act 1835 and then remained a municipal 

borough until 1974 when it was merged into the Bassetlaw district. 

Prominent landmarks within the town include a recently refurbished market square with its war 

memorial overlooked by an ornate 

Victorian- style town hall. 

zġ zĲíġëĥĀ˫Ě -ëĥĖÎëis fronted by 

Cannon Square which accommodates 

a cannon captured from the Siege of 

Sebastopol during the Crimean War, 

also contributing towards ġëÙ ġĆĲĀ˫Ě

heritage. 

Retford has a strong economy mainly 

consisting of light industry.  The town 

itself is an important commercial 

centre for the local area with 

supermarkets, many independent 

shops and a market every Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday.   

In recent years, Retford has seen a substantial population growth with the provision of many 

ĀÙĲ ëĆĥĚÙĚ Ĳíġë ÌĥĴÙĖĚ ÀġġĖÀÎġÙÓ ÌĴ vÙġæĆĖÓ˫Ě ÎĆĀıÙĀíÙĀġ úĆÎÀġíĆĀ æĆĖ ÎĆÿÿĥġÙĖĚː 

Retford is conveniently served by the A1 trunk road and the A57 which links Retford to a number 

of towns and cities.  Retford is also served by major rail lines including the east- coast main line 

Ĳíġë ġĖÀıÙú ġĆ ZĆĀÓĆĀ˫Ě WíĀçĚ -ĖĆĚĚ ÀÎÎÙĚĚíÌúÙ ĲíġëíĀ ʵ ëĆĥĖ ʶʴ ÿíĀĥġÙĚː 
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Local Area Map 
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1.2 Site Introduction 
Located just to the West of Retford Town Centre, the award winning Kings Park sets the standard 

for green space provision across the district of Bassetlaw. 

Covering an area of over 10 hectares, the park is divided into two distinct areas by the River Idle 

which forms an integral part of the scenic landscape. 

To the East of the river, the original Kings Park site is formally landscaped with garden areas 

which accommodate specimen trees, formal hedges, water features, seasonal floral display 

beds and well maintained lawns.  Facilities including a pavilion, tennis courts and a bowling green 

are also sited within this area and complement the garden landscapes to provide an ideal setting 

for relaxation and passive recreational pursuits.  

The land to the West of the 

River Idle was opened as an 

extension to the original 

park.  In contrast to the 

formal gardens, this area of 

parkland offers opens 

green space, which is ideal 

for ball game activities such 

as football, cricket and 

ĖĆĥĀÓÙĖ˫Ěː ¢ĆĲÀĖÓĚ ġëÙ

northern boundary, parts of 

the green space are 

naturally banked, providing 

an amphitheatre setting for 

the new multi- use 

performance area.  During 

winter, if snow prevails, this area 

becomes a magnet for the youngsters 

with sledges, proving that Kings Park is a park for all seasons. 

ÎëíúÓĖÙĀ˫Ě ēúÀĴ ÀĖÙÀ Ĳíġë À ĲíÓÙ ĖÀĀçe of modern equipment and popular water  splashpark  is 

located in this section of the park and over on the southern boundary young people can enjoy the 

ÎëÀúúÙĀçÙĚ Ćæ ġëÙ ˪·Ćĥġë ÎġíıíġĴ sÀĖ÷˫ Ĳíġë íġĚ Ě÷ÀġÙÌĆÀĖÓ ĖÀÿēĚ ÀĀÓ Àúú ĲÙÀġëÙĖ ÿĥúġí- use ball 

court.  

In contrast to its play and recreational facilities,  the western half of the Kings Park site 

accommodates a wildlife garden.  Screened by mature trees and naturalised vegetation this once 

derelict allotment site adjoins the Chesterfield Canal along its western boundary. 
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Site Map 
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1.3 Site Information 

Address Details 

Name and location:   Kings Park 

    Chancery Lane 

    Retford 

    Notts 

    DN22 6DF 
 

Grid Reference (o/s):  SK 702810   

Owned by:   Bassetlaw District Council  

   Queens Buildings 

   Potter Street 

   Worksop 

   Nottinghamshire  

   S80 2AH 

 

Managed by:   Bassetlaw District Council  

   Parks and Open Spaces Unit 

   Carlton Forest Depot 

   Hundred Acre Lane 

   Worksop 

   Notts 

   S81 0TS 
 

Access Details  

Main entrance:   Chancery Lane 

Secondary entrance:  Hospital Road 

Other entrances off: Bridgegate Centre Car Park, West Street, West Street Car Park,  

The Carr, the Chesterfield Canal Towpath 

        

Access Statement 

Bassetlaw District Council continues to fulfil its obligations under The Equality Act 2010 by 

improving accessibility throughout Kings Park. 

Many footpaths and thoroughfares in the park have been made more accessible with either hard 

or compacted fine aggregate surfacing.  

Through a planned programme of refurbishment and ongoing improvements, all reasonable 

adjustments will be made to increase access levels throughout the park and its facilities. 

Where the Management Plan identifies that access to some facilities cannot be addressed 

through reasonable adjustments, Bassetlaw District Council will plan and seek funding for fully 

accessible replacements as these facilities approach the end of their serviceable life.   
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1.4 Facilities  
 

¶ Rose Garden 
¶ Community Garden 
¶ Water Play Splashpark* 
¶ Kiosk & Public Conveniences* 
¶ -ëíúÓĖÙĀ˫Ě súÀĴ ĖÙÀ 
¶ Multi- Use Games Area 
¶ Skate Park 
¶ Multi- Use Performance Area 
¶ Pavilion* 
¶ Bowling Green* 
¶ Tennis Courts x2* 
¶ Wildlife Garden 

 

 

*Seasonal facility only 

 
Owned and managed by Bassetlaw District Council, the park is open to the public throughout the 

year.   

The splashpark facility is open to the public from May to September from 10:00am to 6:00pm 

daily. 
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1.5 History and Heritage  
 

vÙġæĆĖÓ˫Ě Kings Park is set within a rich, diverse cultural and archaeological landscape and is 

located immediately to the west of Retford Town Centre. 

The site for the original Park, which occupies the land from Chancery Lane to the River Idle was 

donated by Mrs M J Huntsman of West Retford Hall in 1937.   

A public appeal (see below copy of a letter seeking support) by the Borough of East Retford raised 

£2,000 (equivalent to about £95,250 today) towards the estimated cost of £8,000 (equivalent to 

about £381,000 today) to develop the park. 

 

ÌĆıÙˊ ÎĆēĴ Ćæ ġëÙ _ÀĴĆĖ˫Ě úÙġġÙĖ ÀēēÙÀúíĀç æĆĖ ēĥÌúíÎ ÓĆĀÀġíĆĀĚ ġĆ ÌĥíúÓ ġëÙ sÀĖ÷ ʵʽʷʻ 
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2ĥÙ ġĆ íġĚ úĆĲ úĴíĀç ĀÀġĥĖÙ ġëÙ úÀĀÓ ĲÀĚ ĖÀíĚÙÓ ÌÙġĲÙÙĀ ʵʽʷʻ ÀĀÓ ʵʽʷʼ ĥĚíĀç ġëÙ ġĆĲĀ˫Ě ĖÙæĥĚÙ Ĳíġë

landscaping on top. 

The design and costing for the Park was provided by Mr H W Tee who was the Borough Engineer 

and Surveyor for the Metropolitan Borough of Woolwich. 

Quotations were received from a number of local companies including Mr B R Neale, Mr G F Gyles, 

Messrs Curtis and Howell Ltd and W Neal and Son. 

Some of the most expensive items at the time were: 

¶ Provide and lay Bowling Green £488.50 

¶ Provide and lay natural stone in rockery and plant with rock plants and alpines £754.80 

¶ To provide and erect thatched pavilion £427.82 

 

The layout æĆĖ ġëÙ ēÀĖ÷ íĚ ıÙĖĴ ĚíÿíúÀĖ ġĆ ġëÙ ēĖÙĚÙĀġ ÓÙĚíçĀ Ĳíġë ġëÙ ÙĳÎÙēġíĆĀ Ćæ ġëÙ ÎëíúÓĖÙĀ˫Ě

çÀÿÙĚ ÀĀÓ ÎëíúÓĖÙĀ˫Ě çĴÿĀÀĚíĥÿˋ ĲëíÎë ĲÙĖÙ ĚíġÙÓ ĆĀ ġëÙ ĀĆĲ ÙĳġÙĀÓÙÓ ÎÀĖ ēÀĖ÷ æĆĖ z2 ː 

Suggested equipment for the gymnasium included swings, a chute, a merry - go- round and a 

jungle-çĴÿː EĆĖ ġëÙ ÎëíúÓĖÙĀ˫Ě çÀÿÙĚ ÀĖÙÀˋ íġ ĲÀĚ ĚĥççÙĚġÙÓ ġëÀġ ġëÙ ÀĖÙÀ ĚëĆĥúÓ ÌÙ úÙæġ çĖÀĚĚÙÓ

for the children to romp about and play ball games with an area for a sand pit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Park was officially opened on the 29th June 1938 to commemorate the reign of King George V 

and the Coronation of King George VI.  A further donation of the land by R H Williamson to the west 

of the River Idle allowed for an extension of the Park which was officially opened 27th April 1960. 

Kings sÀĖ÷˫Ě ÎÙĀġĖÀú æÙÀġĥĖÙˋ ġëÙ víıÙĖ MÓúÙ æĆúúĆĲÙÓ ġëÙ úíĀÙ Ćæ -ÀĖĖ 2Ĵ÷Ù ĲíġëíĀ ġëÙ sÀĖ÷ˋ ĲëíÎë

represents the historic Parish boundaries of East and West Retford.  The course of the Idle was 

diverted and canalised in 1777 when the Retford section of the Chesterfield Canal, designed by 

master engineer James Brindley, was constructed.   

 




