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Bassetlaw District Council is committed to providing high quality parks and open spaces
throughout the district. This commitment has transformed the parks and open spaces after
investments made into the facilities that have often involved pioneeringnew developments and
improvements across the service. The improvements haveenabled the Council to apply for
Green FlagAwards for its two main town centre parks.

Kings Park in Retford has been successful in achieving the Green Flag Award status since 2@.

The park is managed and maintained by Parks and Open Spaces within Environment Services
led by the Neighbourhoods Patfolio.

This management plan has been written as a working document to ensure the Park continues to
develop and evolve with the needs and expectatiosof the public. It enables the Council and
partners to keep focused on future strategic aims and aspiations as identified within both
management and development planningfor the park.

To ensure the plan retainsits value as a current working document it will be updated and
amended annually to reflect developments and changing priorities.
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This management plan supersedes and is built on the learning from the implementation of

numerous previous plans. Consultation with park users, groups, organisations and others with

A 1UEgUO i AgUEUEg i A ¢geéU ehaskEoensistentlseshapadieieyeldpdientA 1 Cy y
since a significant report proposing improvements was produced in 2000 and a Strategic
Development Plan commissioned in 2038.

Both presently andhistorically, consultation shows Kings Park is valued on a grass rootdevel as

a multi- use recreational green space and resource for all communities in and around the town of
vUgaCEO: +J TAEEJiA¢ CA géU aU¢ATJ Ca 1CAgi AhC
centre asset becomes steadily more real and visible.

A recent key milestone in the development of the park has been the construction of the now very

popular Water Play Splash Park and Performance Area in 2016. These high quality improvements
combined within a diverse and extensive recreational landscape has madeKings Park into a

L 2UE g i A Agith &@dss-geAcEational appeal.

téeuU AUijg eeAEU Ceae OUIUGCeyUAg AAO euAAAi Ag i E AI
level of quality and ensuring that further development brings important built heritage elements

to a greater degree of prominence and relevance as useable assets within the park
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Vision Statement for Kings+Park

To establish the Park as the green and living centre dRetford
through the promotion of its heritage, landscape and value as the
flagship recreational resource of the town

In support of BassetlawDistE i T g - ChAT{ a4+ E iy g

] OJAAyil OiEgEilTg IJDéUEU éeuceuau
Council works in partnership with others to develop a better
ehAuigd Ce (i @&UI
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Statement from the Portfolio Holders

Wi AcE+ sAE+ 8AE A EeUliAu éeuaAlTU iA
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the comments left about the park online. It is our duty to not only
safeguard this Green Space for future generations, but we have a
responsibility to ensure it is maintained to our high standards and is
accessible and enjoyabk for everybody.

[/

Over the last couple of years our acclaimed Panto in the Park series has attracted thousands of
cUCeGU g¢ 171Ul CAGgOCCE 1iUNIAGE Ceae TUAEEITE ERT e
Loo Roll. This Management Plan will ensure thatve have the platform and facilities to host

Ui UAGE Ehlée AE geUEU i A AA ChgEgAAOi A¢ GEUUA zeé&A

Councillor Simon Greaves
Leader of Bassetlaw District Council

As Cabinet Member for Neighbourhoods, | am immensely proud of all

the effort that goes into the maintenance and development of the

Green Flag award winningWi A ¢ E + OursstafEdisplay a real pride in

the park and the positive benefits that quality greeropen space and

play facilities can bring to residents lives. We willcontinue to enhance

géu eAE++ E CexUE' iyeECI U geu 1iEigC
to keep coming back. This Management Plan sets out how we will

maintain the park and our aspirai CAE &CE { gE a&hghEU OU

—F:-
AV
L G 4N L
St
Councillor Julie Leigh
Cabinet Member for Neighbourhoods
Bassetlaw District Council

The Kings Park Management Plan



Section 1

The Current Situation

Local Area Profile
Site Introduction
Site Information
Maps and Plans

Facilities

History and Heritage

The Kings Park Management Plan



The Kings Park Management Plan



1.1 Local Area Profile

Retford is an East Midlang market town situated 31 miles from Nottingham to the south and 23
miles from Lincoln to the west. Retford forms the second largest settlement in the distrct of
Bassetlaw with a population 21,314.

Two prominentwatercourses , the River Idle and the Chesterfield Canal run through the centre
of the town adding to its character.

The town has &50- year- old history as a market town, having been granted its Royal Charter by
King Henry Ill in 1236 when permission to hold a fair was granted, however the borough of East
Retford was established even earlier having been founded in 1105 by Henry | to collect tolls from
travellers crossing t he River Idle.

Retford was reformed by the Municipal Corporations Act 1835 and then remained a municipal
borough until 1974 when it was merged into the Bassetlaw district.

Prominent landmarks within the town include a recently refurbished market square with its war
memorial overlooked by an ornate
Victorian- style town hall.

zg z Wi géhBfrofited-bg hET &
Cannon Square which accommodates

a cannon captured from the Siege of
Sebastopol during the Crimean War, i
also contributing towardsg ¢ U g CIJA
heritage.

Retford has a strong economy mainly
consisting of light industry. The town
itself is an important commercial
centre for the local area with
supermarkets, many independent
shops and a market every Thursday,
Friday and Saturday.

In recentyears, Retford has seen a substantial population growth with the provision of many

AU €ChEUE Wigé 1hJUEE AggEATgUO 1J vUgeCEO+E 1 ¢
Retford is conveniently served by the Al trunk road and the A57 which links Retford to a number

of towns andcities. Retford is also served by major rail lines including the eastcoast main line

Dige gEAI UG g¢ ZCAOCA+E WiAcE -ECEE ATTUEEiiaU L
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Local Area Map
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1.2 Site Introduction

Located just to the West of Retford Town Centre, theward winning Kings Park sets the standard
for green space provision across the district of Bassetlaw.

Covering an area of over 10ectares, the park is divided into two distinct areas by the River Idle
which forms an integral part of the scenic landscape.

To the East of the river, the original Kings Park site is formally landscaped with garden areas
which accommodate specimen trees, formal hedges, water features, seasonal floral display
beds and well maintained lawns. Facilities including a pavilion, tenis courts and a bowling green
are also sited within this area and complement the garden landscapes to provide an ideal setting
for relaxation and passive recreational pursuits.

The land to the West of the
River Idle was opened as an
extension to the original
park. In contrast to the
formal gardens, this area of
parkland offers  opens
green space, which is ideal
for ball game activities such
as football, cricket and
EChAOUE: E: ¢ CUAE
northern boundary, parts of
the green space are
naturally banked, providing
an amphitheatre setting for
the new multi- use

performance area. During

winter, if snow prevails, this area
becomes a magnet for the youngsters
with sledges, proving that Kings Park is a park for all seasons.

Tei tOEUA+ E e AJe diimddekn eduipmeént aAdpopPulaOuhterEsplabhpark is
located in this section of the park and over on the southern boundary young people can enjoy the
TeAGOGUAGUE Cae gé&U .- -Chge T gir1igd sAE=+wusehbnl gé i g
court.
In contrast to its play and recreational facilities, the western half of the Kings Park site

accommodates a wildlife garden. Screened by mature trees and naturalised vegetation this once
derelict allotment site adjoins the Chesterfield Canal along its wedern boundary.
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Site Map
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1.3 Site Information

Address Details

Name and location:

Grid Reference (o/s):

Owned by:

Managed by:

Access Detalils

Main entrance:
Secondary entrance:
Other entrances off:

Kings Park
Chancery Lane
Retford

Notts

DN22 6DF

SK 702810

Bassetlaw District Council
Queens Buildings

Potter Street

Worksop
Nottinghamshire

S80 2AH

Bassetlaw District Council
Parks and Open Spaces Unit
Carlton Forest Depot
Hundred Acre Lane
Worksop

Notts

S81 0TS

Chancery Lane
Hospital Road

Bridgegate Centre Car Park, West Street, West Street Car Park,
The Carrthe Chesterfield Canal Towpath

Access Statement

Bassetlaw District Council continues to fulfil its obligations under The Equaliy Act 2010 by

improving accessibility throughout Kings Park.

Many footpaths and thoroughfares in the park have been made more accessible with either hard

or compacted fine aggregate surfacing.

Through a planned programme of refurbishment and ongoingimprovements, all reasonable
adjustments will be made to increase access levels throughout the park and its facilities.

Where the Management Plan identifies that access to some facilities cannot be addressed
through reasonable adjustments, Bassetlaw District Council will plan and seek funding for fully
accessible replacements as these facilities approach the end of their serviceable life.
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1.4 Facilities

Rose Garden

Community Garden

Water Play Splashpark*

Kiosk & Public Conveniences*
-éf OEUA+ E suAld EUA
Multi- Use Games Area

Skate Park

Multi- Use Performance Area
Pavilion*

Bowling Green*

Tennis Courts x2*

Wildlife Garden

=4 =488 _4_4_9_9_9_°

*Seasonal facility only

Owned and managed by Bassetlaw District Councilthe park is open to the public throughout the

year.

The splashpark facility is open to the public from May to Septembdrom 10:00am to 6:00pm
daily.
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1.5 History and Heritage

v U g se&IadS Pdik is set within a rich, diverse cultural and archaeological landscape and is
located immediately to the west of Retford Town Centre.

The site for the original Park which occupies the land from Chancery Lane to the River Idle was
donated by Mrs MJ Huntsman of West Retford Hall in 1937.

A public appeal (see below copy of a letter seeking support) by the Borough of East Retford raised
£2,000 (equivalent to about£95,250today) towards the estimated cost of £8,@0 (equivalent to
about £381,000today) to develop the park.

L] " GLEMNETK, "
THE CRESECEEMT.
RETFORD
= 3ed Apetl, 10357
Mezr Sie or Madae,
As you may smow, Mis Huncemas pas gives, with grean

ey, mhowd E! giis ot lard. sear the seetee of Rr.t'ﬂ'.'. i the Town

It i ictusded bo copvert this lend ioto & Park, pertly b ceocacme
ovae the rogm of cor lae King and oo this Corompooe Yeor of ey
Gearge VI, wsd it hai been sepgested thar when vomplocal 0 shall be
rarsed = The King's Park ™

Yom will appreciaie thn: a considermtle asm of moray will have 2
Le raised s cvger thar e Park oy be lid 2er S0 as w be a cedie m
e eown aml & plessre b3 (5s Sshatitants,

[ hawe wpered a fuond, which siall he enlled Corrnadion Fermaneat
Mrrmiel Fusd., acd | am woiling Lo aspeal 13 yoo Ex =wppdrt 6L 1 hopa
that avery hommhold will give winl Boomn aFwd, zed | showd kxa e sy
gher 1 dhall Ba plezsed 1 Foceive cadli, charmies, postal mdeas and sempa
Ary sim, however small, w0 b oreceived Wiacklully

In order be save wou boob'e I arcloss sn oanerlams for wmer ey,

Plase 3ecd vz masch s you Can By 3007 a5 yoU ©as

Yo faithialy.
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Coronation Permanent Memorial Fund.

—
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2hU gC i gE aCl aJi A¢c AAghEU geéeU GWAAO WAE EAi EUO
landscaping on top.

The design andcosting for the Park was provided by Mr H W Tee who was the Borough Engineer
and Surveyor for the Metropolitan Borough of Woolwich.

Quotations were received from a number of local companies including Mr B R Neale, Mr G F Gyles,
Messrs Curtis and Howell Ltdand W Neal and Son.

Some of the most expensive itemsat the timewere:

1 Provide and lay Bowling Green £488.50

1 Provide and lay naturalstone in rockery and plant with rock plants and alpines £754.80
9 To provide and erect thatched pavilion £427.82

The layoutee CE géU eAE+ {E 1 UEJ EiyioAE gC geU eEUEUA¢
cAYyUE AAO 1Téi 0OEUA+E ¢JyAAEi hy wWéilTée WUEU Eiguc
Suggested equipment for the gymnasium included swings, a chute, anerry-go-round and a

jungle-¢ J ¥ ECE geU 1éi GOEUArE cAyUE AEUA" g NAE

for the children to romp about and play ball games with an area for a sand pit.

NWRIERIES

The Park was officially opened on the 20June 1938 to commemorate the reign of King George V

and the Coronation of King George VI. A further donation of the land by R H Williamson to the west

of the River Idle allowed for an extension of the Park which was officially opened 27April 1960.

Kingss AE++ E T UAgEAG 2UAGREU" géU viiUE MOGU &CuacCLk
represents the historic Parish boundaries of East and West Retford. The course of the Idle was

diverted and canalised in 1777 when the Retford section of the Chesfield Canal, designed by

master engineer James Brindley, was constructed.
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