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1: Executive Summary 
Through the engagement activities conducted during August and September 2026, a total of 63 responses were received from residents across Rhodesia, providing a detailed picture of community priorities, concerns and aspirations. The survey highlights that Rhodesia's greatest strengths are its strong community spirit, access to countryside and walking routes, village identity, and convenient location close to Worksop and local amenities. 
However, respondents consistently identified several significant concerns. The most common issues raised were related to crime and anti-social behaviour, speeding traffic and road safety, littering and environmental maintenance, limited activities and opportunities for young people, and concerns about further development without supporting infrastructure and services. 
Residents overwhelmingly support the Parish Council’s programme for investment in community facilities, green spaces, play provision, walking routes and traffic management measures. There is also a strong desire to strengthen community pride, celebrate the village's heritage and create more opportunities for residents of all ages to participate in community life.
2: Introduction 
Working in partnership, Bassetlaw District Council and Rhodesia Parish Council hosted a public consultation exercise throughout August and September 2026 sought to understand what residents value about their community, the challenges facing the village and priorities for future investment. The focus of the campaign was a community survey that could be completed online or in-person with freepost envelopes provided to ensure local residents could return the response free of charge to encourage more engagement. 
The survey asked local residents what people value about living in the village, the issues and challenges they currently face, and their views on the opportunities and priorities that could influence Rhodesia's development up to 2040. The survey also provided residents with the opportunity to review emerging community projects, identify additional ideas, and help determine which initiatives should be prioritised through the Community Projects and Future Aspirations Programme 2026-2030. 
The engagement also included an in-person ‘Know Your Place Rhodesia’ community engagement event on Tuesday 25 August where local residents were invited to share their views on all things Rhodesia and learn more about the proposed projects
Ultimately, the engagement was undertaken to help shape a shared vision for the future of Rhodesia and ensure that future investment reflects the needs and aspirations of local residents. The findings in this report will help inform future community planning, investment priorities, and partnership working between the Parish Council, District Council and wider stakeholders.
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Know Your Place Rhodesia: Promotional flyer[image: Copy of the flyer distributed to local households to promote the community event on 25 August]
3: Rhodesia Community Survey Data
Methodology
On conclusion of the engagement window, 63 completed response forms had been received. The digest below summarises the responses under the heading of each of the questions posed in the community survey. 
Question 1. What do you like about Rhodesia?
Summary: The most frequent positive theme was the sense of community. Many residents also value Rhodesia's natural environment, proximity to Worksop and local amenities, as well as good transport connectivity by road and rail. 
· Strong Community Spirit: Friendly neighbours, people looking out for one another, community events, and growing activity at the Village Hall.
· Access to Nature: Access to the open countryside and woodland walks, Chesterfield Canal, Lady Lee Quarry, woodland walks, and wildlife and green spaces. 
· Location: Close to Worksop, near supermarkets and services, well positioned for road links, and within easy reach of recreation opportunities. 
· Village Facilities: Local shops, Village Hall activities, school, park, and local businesses.
Question 2. What do you dislike about Rhodesia?
Summary: The most frequently raised issues were related to crime and anti-social behaviour, including a limited visible police presence, nuisance and dangerous driving, and speeding throughout the village. Residents also outlined concerns with littering, fly-tipping, overgrown vegetation and the lack of opportunities and activities for young people. 
· Anti-Social Behaviour: Nuisance and dangerous driving on motorbikes, quad bikes, e-bikes and scooters, alongside riders wearing balaclavas and intimidating behaviour.
· Traffic and Road Safety: Speeding vehicles, dangerous overtaking, traffic growth from new development, limited traffic calming measures, and road safety near schools and residential areas. 
· Environmental Maintenance: Litter, dog fouling, fly-tipping, overgrown vegetation, graffiti, and untidy public spaces and neglected properties. 
· Lack of Facilities for Young People: Insufficient activities for teenagers, outdated play facilities, limited recreation spaces, and lack of youth-focused provision. 
· Limited Police Presence: Low levels of enforcement, lack of visible policing, and insufficient action against anti-social behaviour.
Question 3. What do you think could improve Rhodesia?
Summary: Suggested improvements for Rhodesia focussed on resolving road safety concerns through stronger road safety measures, increasing leisure provisions for young people. 
· Road Safety Measures: Speed humps, speed cameras, traffic calming measures, and improved crossings. Resident specifically requested better traffic management on Tylden Road and Shireoaks Road, and one-way systems or controls on Steetley Lane. 
· Youth Facilities: Suggestions included youth clubs, BMX tracks, skate parks, multi-use games areas, sports facilities, and holiday activities. 
· Improved Public Spaces: Residents would like better landscaping, community gardens, flower planting, additional seating, improved maintenance of public spaces, and greater access to the quarry pond area. 
· Community Activities: Suggestions included more village events, community litter picks, community newsletters, volunteering opportunities, food hub initiatives, and intergenerational projects.  
· Heritage and Identity: Many respondents want greater recognition of Rhodesia's heritage through mining heritage features, community history projects, and public art and local storytelling.
Question 4. What potential threats/challenges could make Rhodesia worse?
Summary: The single largest concern was a failure to address crime and anti-social behaviour throughout the village, further pressures on infrastructure and services through unsustainable housing developments, environmental threats including the pyrolysis plant, and a lack of investment into the local community. 
· Continued Anti-Social Behaviour: Illegal use motorbikes, quad bikes, e-bikes etc, specially by young people and ongoing drug related concerns. 
· Additional Housing Without Infrastructure: Increased traffic, pressure on local facilities and services, loss of green space, and the erosion of village character. 
· Environmental Threats: Several responses referenced concerns regarding the proposed incinerator/pyrolysis developments, emissions and air quality, and the loss of natural habitats and damage to bio-diversity, as well as increased risk of flooding. 
· Lack of Investment: Neglected public spaces, deteriorating facilities, lack of police resources, and overall insufficient maintenance funding.

Section 3: Community Projects and Future Aspirations Programme 2026 - 2030
Summary: Support for the Community Projects and Future Aspirations Programme was overwhelmingly positive. Every proposed project received more support than opposition, with road safety improvements, community gardens, play park upgrades, walking trails and refurbishment of the village hall emerging as the highest priorities. 
The proposal to explore a new village hall generated the most mixed views, although it still received support from almost two-thirds of respondents. The findings demonstrate a strong desire within the community for investment in public spaces, community facilities and initiatives that improve quality of life for residents.

Response data (total number of responses)
The table below shows the total number of responses received for each project. 
	Project
	Strongly Support
	Support
	Neither Support nor Oppose
	Oppose
	Strongly Oppose

	Village Hall Upgrade
	39
	19
	1
	2
	1

	Play Park Upgrade
	41
	14
	5
	0
	2

	Community Gardens & Communal Spaces
	44
	14
	3
	0
	1

	Speed & Traffic Management
	51
	7
	2
	1
	1

	Community Heritage Project
	25
	25
	10
	0
	2

	Long-Term Consideration of a New Village Hall
	25
	15
	16
	5
	1

	Community Walking Trails
	38
	17
	6
	0
	1

	Rhodesia 2030 Community Plan
	38
	16
	7
	0
	1









Response data (project support)
The table below details the total number and percentage of respondents who either strongly supported or supported each of the projects, in rank order. 
	Project
	Total Support

	Village Hall Upgrade
	58 (94%)

	Community Gardens & Communal Spaces
	58 (94%)

	Speed & Traffic Management
	58 (94%)

	Play Park Upgrade
	55 (89%)

	Community Walking Trails
	55 (89%)

	Rhodesia 2030 Community Plan
	54 (87%)

	Community Heritage Project
	50 (81%)

	Long-Term Consideration of a New Village Hall
	40 (65%)



Additional Comments
Respondents were asked if they had any additional comments regarding the suggested projects, which highlighted several recurring messages:
· Residents want action as well as consultation.
· Greater resident involvement should be encouraged.
· Volunteer-led initiatives could help enhance community spaces.
· Improved communication and regular updates are needed.
· Community pride and ownership should be promoted.
· Existing assets should be improved and maintained before major new projects are developed.




Suggested Projects 
Respondents were also given the opportunity to identify any additional projects, with a wide variety suggested, including:
Community Safety: CCTV in key locations, Neighbourhood Watch schemes, increased police patrols, and community wardens. 
Provision for Young People: Youth club, BMX track, skate park, multi-use games area, outdoor learning programmes, and holiday activities. 
Environmental Improvements: Community gardens and allotments, flower displays, tree planting, pond improvements, nature trails, and additional litter and dog waste bins. 
Heritage: Mining heritage installations, community history archive, interpretation boards, and heritage trail. 
Community Facilities: Improved Village Hall, community hub, health and wellbeing activities, food hub, community newsletter, and additional seating and gathering spaces.


4: Conclusion 
The survey demonstrates that residents care deeply about Rhodesia and recognise the village's considerable strengths. The community values its rural setting, strong social networks, local heritage and accessibility. However, residents also clearly identify anti-social behaviour, speeding traffic, environmental maintenance and limited youth provision as key challenges.
The findings suggest that future investment should prioritise community safety, youth facilities, environmental improvements, stronger community engagement and the enhancement of Rhodesia's unique identity and heritage. With sustained investment and community involvement, residents believe Rhodesia can become a cleaner, safer and more vibrant village over the coming years.

5: Further Information
This report was created by the Neighbourhood Planning team at Bassetlaw District Council. If you have any questions or would like more information about the engagement exercise, please contact us: 
neighbourhoodplanning@bassetlaw.gov.uk or 01909 533 495. 
You can contact Rhodesia Parish Council directly via the Clerk, Louise-Richmond Smith (clerk@rhodesiaparish.gov.uk) or the Chair, Lesley Deamer (cllr.lesley.deamer@rhodesiaparish.gov.uk).
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Rhodesia Parish Council and Bassetlaw District Council working in partnership to deliver for the residents of Rhodesia.
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Are you curious about your local area?
Do you want to help shape the future?

Come and join the conversation about all things
Rhodesia, and help to shape local priorities and
community projects at the upcoming community drop-
in event:

Tuesday 25 August 2026, 4pm — 7pm

Rhodesia Village Hall, 11 Tylden Road,
Rhodesia, Worksop
S80 3HL

SCAN ME

Contact: Neighbourhood Planning Team,
Bassetlaw District Council

Email:  neighbourhoodplanning@bassetlaw.gov.uk Bassetlaw
Tel: 01909 533 495 DISTRICT COUNCIL

North Nottinghamshire





