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PART 1: DESCRIPTION 
 
1.1  Location 
 

Grid reference SK 563 820, in Bassetlaw District, County of Nottinghamshire. The 
woodland lies within Natural England’s Natural Area 32 ‘Sherwood’ and close to the 
border of Natural Area 23, ‘Southern Magnesian Limestone’.  
 

1.2  Map Coverage 
 

Ordnance Survey Landranger map no.120 (1:50 000 scale) and Ordnance Survey 
Explorer map no. 279 (1:25 000 scale). 

 
1.3  Owner  

 
Woodsetts Pond is owned by Bassetlaw District Council.  
 

1.4  Size  
 
9 hectares  
 

1.5  Geology 
 

The site lies on the sandstone of the Middle Permian Marl. Geological data can be 
obtained from the SK58 South East Geology Map 1965 Geological Survey 
(1:10,560). 

 
1.6  Aspect, topography and altitude 
 

Fox Covert lies 56 metres above mean sea level. The land rises to the north east with 
the top of the exposed sandstone face higher than Fox Covert. The woodland to the 
east, south and west of the pond is one to three metres above the water level. To the 
north the land rises up a steeply wooded bank. The exposed sandstone along the north 
east shore of the pond is a vertical cliff. 
 

1.7  Access  
 

The main vehicular access point is a turn off from the A57. There is an entrance track 
with a height barrier leading to a small car park. A dirt and rubble track runs along the 
south west shore of the pond, between the pond and Fox Covert, to allow vehicular 
access for fishermen. A permissive path runs along the northern shore of the pond, 
and there is another permissive path along the eastern shore. 
 

1.8  Surrounding land use 
 
Woodsetts Pond is on the northern edge of the conurbation of Worksop. Recently 
Worksop has been expanding northwards with the development of housing estates at 
Gateford to the east and south east. The site is bordered on all sides by roads: the A57 
to the south west, the Gateford to Woodsetts ‘C’ road to the south east, and a metalled 
track along the northern perimeter.  
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There is arable farmland to the east and west with several small woodlands, and a golf 
course on Lindrick Common to the west north west. Owday Wood (SK 572828) to the 
north east is an ancient woodland site and comprises three Sites of Importance for 
Nature Conservation (SINCs 1/113, 1/114 and 1/115).   
 
There are fishing lakes to the north, across the county border and in South Yorkshire. 
 

1.9  Site Description 
 
Woodsetts pond is a disused sandstone quarry that has developed semi-natural 
habitats around the perimeter with a woodland known as Fox Covert (Appendix 1). It 
is in the Sandstone Estatelands of the Sherwood Region (Nottinghamshire Landscape 
Guidelines), a band of sandstone that runs east-west through a north-south band of 
Magnesian Limestone. 
 
The disused quarry is partly flooded with a pond surrounded by scrub and woodland. 
Along the north east margin of the pond there is an exposed cliff face, five metres 
high and 250 m long, of mottle red and green sandstone (Lenton Sandstone Formation 
of the Sherwood Sandstone Group) capped by a layer of pebbly boulder clay (a glacial 
deposit). On the south west bank of the pond there is a small exposure of Permian 
Middle Marl Sandstone, which is rarely seen exposed in the county. A colony of sand 
martins has bred in the sandstone cliff; and kingfisher, regularly recorded from the 
site, could use the cliff for nesting. 
 
The woodland is broad-leaved with a variety of tree species, dominated by ash, silver 
birch, pendunculate oak and sycamore. Alder buckthorn occurs, which is a localised 
shrub in the county, and there is hawthorn, rowan, yew, hazel and goat willow. The 
western woodland (Fox Covert) has a varied gound flora with patches of bluebell, 
dog’s mercury and wood sorrel. Other typical woodland plants are wood avens, red 
campion, herb robert, ground ivy, wood dock, honeysuckle, male fern and broad 
buckler fern. In other parts there is a thick understorey of bramble and gorse in places, 
with stands of bracken and ivy ground cover. Areas of scrub, hawthorn and 
blackthorn, have grow up along the southern boundary with close set plants becoming 
spindly. In the south east corner there is an opening within the woodland dominated 
by bracken. 
 
A typical, but diverse bird community breeds in the woodland with willow tit (a Red 
List Bird of Conservation Concern) notable. Other woodland species recorded at the 
site are sparrowhawk, great spotted woodpecker, wren, dunnock, robin, blackbird, 
song thrush, blackcap, willow warbler, chiffchaff, goldcrest, long-tailed tit, great tit, 
blue tit, nuthatch, treecreeper, jay, chaffinch and bullfinch. 
 
Soprano pipistrelle bats were recorded feeding along the woodland and over the water 
in 2005, along with small numbers of common pipistrelles. 
 
The pond has a good community of aquatic macrophytes. Along the shoreline there 
are stands of lesser reedmace, which has a localised distribution in the county. Other 
tall marsh plants include common reedmace, great willowherb, angelica, marsh 
thistle, great pond sedge and reed canary-grass. Other marginal plants are gypsywort 
and hard rush; in shallow margins there is water mint, spike rush and floating sweet-
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grass. Floating and aquatic plants include Canadian pondweed, broad-leaved 
pondweed, spiked water milfoil and hornwort. 
 
Common amphibians, common frog, common toad and smooth newt, breed in the 
pond.  Grass snake has been recorded on the site. Water voles were reported from the 
pond, with the last unconfirmed record from 2001. Daubenton’s bat was recorded 
feeding over the pond in 2005. There is a limited number of breeding water birds, 
because of a lack of nesting sites and disturbance from unauthorised fishing from the 
islands. Water birds that do breed are great crested grebe, little grebe, mute swan, 
Canada goose, mallard, tufted duck, coot and moorhen. Reed buntings use the stands 
of tall marsh vegetation. The pond is good for dragonflies with four-spotted chaser 
common at the site; emperor, large red damselfly, blue-tailed damselfly and azure 
damselfly also occur. 
 
Around the southern car park, along the wider tracks and in the open scrub areas there 
is gorse, broom, bramble and rose species. Species typical of disturbed ground, such 
as rosebay willowherb and ragwort, occur around the car park. 

 
An angling group fish the pond and have a bailiff. The site has been surveyed by 
members of the Worksop Local Group of the Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust. The site 
falls also within the recording area of the Sorby Natural History Society, Sheffield, 
and a local birdwatching group, the SK58 Birdwatchers, monitors the site. North 
Nottinghamshire Bat Group surveyed the site for bats in 2005. 
 

1.10 Statutory Designations 
 

No statutory designations. 
 
1.11 Non-statutory Designations 

 
The site includes two Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs): 
 
SINC 1/142 Woodsetts Quarry Pond (SK 562822) 
‘An important exposure of Middle Permian Marl Sandstone.’   
 
The geological SINC is also a Regionally Important Geological Site (RIGS). 
 
SINC 2/117 Fox Covert, Shireoaks (SK 562821) 
‘An interesting habitat mosaic.’ 
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PART 2: EVALUATION & OBJECTIVES 
 
2.1 Evaluation of site features (Ratcliffe’s criteria) 
 

2.1.1 Size 
 
The fairly small size of this site (9 ha) means that it is vulnerable to outside 
influences. 

 
2.1.2 Diversity  
   

Considering the small area involved, this is a very diverse site, both in terms 
of habitat types and species.  

 
2.1.3 Naturalness 
  

Although the quarry is entirely man-made, the vegetation has subsequently 
developed naturally.  Fish were introduced to the pond for fishing and a red-
eared terrapin has been recorded. Dumping of garden waste has introduced 
some plants, such as a species of lady’s mantle growing in the car park. 

 
2.1.4 Rarity  

 
Two nationally rare spiders have been recently recorded.  Many other species 
of county significance are also present, including grass snake, water vole (if 
still extant on site) and willow tit. 

 
 

2.1.5 Fragility  
  

Since the site is close to urban areas it suffers from a range of unauthorised 
and damaging human activities, such as vandalism, flytipping, litter and dog 
fouling.   

 
 
2.1.6 Typicalness  
  

This is a rare site, but the range of species present is typical of a sandstone 
quarry. 
 

 
2.1.7 Recorded history  
  
 Sanderson’s Map ‘Twenty Miles around Mansfield 1835’ shows the site as 

woodland. 
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2.1.8 Position in an ecological/geographical unit  
 

Woodsetts Pond is fortunate in being located close to a range of other areas of 
wildlife interest. There is arable farmland to the east and west with several 
small woodlands, and a golf course on Lindrick Common to the west north 
west. Owday Wood (SK 572828) to the north east is an ancient woodland site 
and comprises three Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs 
1/113, 1/114 and 1/115).  Other woodlands and small water bodies also exist a 
little further away at Rhodesia (Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust’s Lady Lee 
Quarry reserve), Shireoaks and Carlton-in-Lindrick.  There still remains, 
therefore, the possibility of species moving between sites in this region, thus 
increasing the chances of retaining biodiversity at each location. 

 
 
2.1.9 Potential value  
 
 The site is an important area for wildlife close to Worksop and is an ideal 

candidate for a Local Nature Reserve. It is already recognised as of county 
importance, with its designation as a Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation. 

  
 
2.1.10 Intrinsic appeal  
 
 The site has great intrinsic appeal as a valuable wildlife resource and also as a 

recreational facility for local people.  
 
 The exposed sandstone cliff face is an interesting feature and the site has a 

variety of habitats and wildlife.  
 

 
              2.1.11 Biodiversity 
 

The first edition of the Local Biodiversity Action Plan for Nottinghamshire is 
an important document, which lists species and habitats of conservation 
concern in the county, based on national and local criteria.  It includes Habitat 
Action Plans (HAPs) and Species Action Plans (SAPs), to cover those species 
whose requirements are not adequately encompassed in the HAPs. Managing 
areas of key habitat within its estate is one of Bassetlaw District Council’s 
most important contributions to Local Biodiversity Action Plan targets. 

 
In the case of Woodsetts Pond, the following Habitat (HAPs) and Species 
Action Plans (SAPs) apply:  

· Eutrophic and Mesotrophic Standing Waters  
· Mixed Ash-dominated Woodland 
· Bats 
· [Water Vole]1  

 
 
                                            
1 If still present on site 
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 2.1.12 Identification/Confirmation of Important Features 
 

Categories in the table below are arranged in descending order of significance: 
'national', 'regional', 'county' and 'district'.  Data in the table reflect current 
knowledge only. 

 
 Site Features Importance 
  National Regional County District 
Geology and Geomorphology:  *   
      
Vegetation Types:     
 Wetland    * 
 Scrub and Woodland    * 
       
Flora – Vascular Plants:     
 Alder Buckthorn    * 
 Lesser Reedmace    * 
      
Fungi:     
 Melanoleuca arcuata   *  
      
Vertebrates:     
 Common Frog    * 
 Common Toad    * 
 Smooth Newt    * 
 Grass Snake    *  
 Water Vole – last seen 2001   *  
 Daubenton’s Bat    * 
 Soprano Pipistrelle    * 
 Kingfisher    * 
 Sand Martin    * 
 Willow Tit   *  
      
Invertebrates – Arachnida (spiders, etc.):     
 Tetragnatha striata *    
 Saloca diceros *    
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2.2 Management Objectives 
 
 

· Conserve the diversity of habitats on the site, and the wildlife interest of those 
habitats. 

 
· Maintain or increase populations of species which are near the limits of their 

range, or are at least locally uncommon. 
 

· Conserve the features of geological interest on the site. 
 

· Reduce abuse of the site, whilst encouraging positive use by the public where 
compatible with the ecological and geological interest. 

 
· Encourage public understanding and appreciation of the site. 

 
· Add to the body of information concerning the site. 
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2.3 Rationale 
 
2.3.1 Conserve the diversity of habitats on the site, and the wildlife interest of those 

habitats. 
 
DESIGNATE THE WHOLE SITE A LOCAL NATURE RESERVE TO GIVE IT 
FURTHER PROTECTION. 

 
Fox Covert Woodland 
Maintain and increase the age and structural diversity of the woodland SINC. This 
will provide habitat for woodland flora and fauna. Of particular importance are dead 
wood, both on the ground and standing, to provide habitat. Ensuring that there is a 
varied, scalloped woodland edge will provide better foraging areas for bats. 

 
Outline Prescriptions 

  
THIN SYCAMORES WITH THE LONG TERM AIM OF REMOVAL FROM THE 
WOODLAND AREAS. 
 
FELL SYCAMORES 1 M TO 1.5 M ABOVE THE GROUND AND RING BARK, 
OR STUMP TREAT WITH GLYPHOPHATE, TO PROVIDE STANDING DEAD 
WOOD. 
 
USE FELLED TRUNKS AS BARRIERS ALONG TRACK EDGE TO PREVENT 
ACCESS FOR FLYTIPPING. 
 
USE BRASH TO CREATE HABITAT PILES AND LEAVE SOME SCATTERED 
TO PROVIDE DEAD WOOD ON THE WOODLAND FLOOR. 
 
Scrub (south east) 
The area of scrub in the south east corner of the site is overgrown with tall, leggy 
hawthorn, which provides little structural diversity. There is other scattered scrub 
along the margins of the pond.  It is important that areas of gorse do not become 
overgrown and leggy because they are then vulnerable to fire and are less valuable as 
a nesting habitat for birds. 
 
Outline Prescriptions 
 
COPPICE AREA OF TALL, LEGGY HAWTHORNS. TREAT HALF OF STUMPS 
WITH GLYPHOSPHATE TO REDUCE DENSITY. 
 
CHIP BRASH AND USE TO CREATE EGG-LAYING SITES IN OPEN AREA OF 
BRACKEN. 
 
COPPICE AREAS OF GORSE. DO NOT COPPICE ALL THE GORSE AT THE 
SAME TIME, BUT COPPICE ONE THIRD ON A FIVE YEAR ROTATION. 
AFTER COPPICING  REMOVE BRASH AND RAKE GROUND. 
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Scrub (north east) 
The area of scrub in the north east is dominated by an area of bracken. It is possible to 
force a way out of the boundary and onto the track that borders the northern perimeter 
of the site. 
 
MAINTAIN OPEN AREA BY PERIODIC REMOVAL OF ENCROUCHING 
SCRUB. 
 
LIMIT ACCESS INTO AREA. 
 

 
Wetland 
Given its size and depth the wetland area is not in danger of being lost through seral 
succession to drier habitats. Management needs to maintain the marginal vegetation, 
especially the stands of tall emergent vegetation. There is the potential problem of 
erosion of the bank, especially near fishing pegs. The pond is used for fishing so the 
requirements of the fishermen need to be considered. 

 
Outline Prescriptions 
 
MONITOR BANK EROSION AND, IF NECESSARY, REINFORCE ERODED 
AREAS WITH NATURAL BANK PROTECTION (E.G., WILLOW HURDLES OR 
PRE-PLANTED COIR ROLLS). 
 
REMOVE INVADING SCRUB FROM AREAS OF TALL WETLAND 
VEGETATION. 
 
LAY (PARTIALLY FELL) TREES ON ISLANDS INTO WATER TO PROVIDE 
NESTING SITES FOR GREBES AND FISH SPAWNING AREAS. 
 
INSTALL FLOATING ISLANDS WITH UNDERWATER FISH REFUGES. 
 
PLANT NATIVE WATER LILIES TO PROVIDE HABITAT AND FISH 
SPAWNING/REFUGE AREAS. 
 
MONITOR ALGAE LEVELS IN THE POND AND IMPLEMENT APPROPRIATE 
MANAGEMENT IF NECESSARY. 

 
MAINTAIN AREAS OF OPEN WATER IN FRONT OF FISHING PEGS FOR 
FISHING. 
 
ELSEWHERE, MAINTAIN AQUATIC VEGETATION AND INCREASE BY 
PLANTING NATIVE SPECIES OF LOCAL PROVENANCE. 
 
MAINTAIN EXISTING FISHING PEGS AND WHERE THERE IS A PROBLEM 
OF FLOODING BY HIGHER WATER LEVELS INSTALL NEW FISHING PEGS 
ABOVE THE WATER LEVEL. 
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2.3.2 Maintain and increase populations of species which are near the limits of their 

range, or at least locally uncommon. 
 
Many of the flora and fauna of the site will benefit from the habitat management 
prescriptions. Bats require cavities as summer maternity roosts and winter hibernation 
roosts. Large mature trees with cracks, crevices and hollows are used by some 
species, but that is a scarce resource on the site. Artificial roost sites can be provided 
by the provision of bat boxes. Willow tits excavate their nest site each year in 
standing dead wood, preferring dead birch with its softer wood. Grass snakes require 
egg-laying sites, basking sites and winter hibernation sites. It is possible to conserve 
and enhance natural features and to create artificial ones. 
 
Outline Prescriptions  
 
MAINTAIN STANDING DEADWOOD FOR BATS AND WILLOW TITS. 
 
INSTALL BAT BOXES IN WOODLAND. 
 
WHEN FELLING SYCAMORES LEAVE 1 M TO 1.5 M HIGH STUMPS AND 
RING BARK, OR STUMP TREAT WITH GLYPHOPHATE, TO PROVIDE 
STANDING DEAD WOOD IN THE LONGTERM FOR WILLOW TITS. 
 
INSTALL BIRD BOXES FOR OTHER SPECIES. 
 
CREATE GRASS SNAKE EGG-LAYING SITE IN OPEN AREA IN SOUTH EAST 
OF SITE. 
 
CREATE SOME BRASH AND LOG PILES IN SUNNY LOCATIONS SO THEY 
CAN BE USED AS BASKING SITES. 
 

2.3.3 Conserve features of geological interest on the site. 
 
As mentioned previously the site is of Regional Importance for its geological interest. 
Management measures should be undertaken to safeguard the geological features, 
maintain their visibility and provide interpretation. When maintaining visibility it is 
important to ensure that operations are conducted at the appropriate time of year to 
prevent disturbance and damage of wildlife, especially protected species. 
 
Outline Prescriptions 
 
ENSURE USE AND MANAGEMENT OF THE SITE DOES NOT DAMAGE THE 
FEATURES OF GEOLOGICAL INTEREST. 
 
ENURE THAT THE TWO EXPOSURES OF SANDSTONE ARE VISIBLE. 
 
PROVIDE ON-SITE INTERPRETATION FOR THE GEOLOGY AND IN SITE 
LEAFLET. 
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2.3.4 Reduce abuse of the site, whilst encouraging positive use by the public where 
compatible with the ecological and geological interest. 
 
The site’s proximity to Worksop and its secluded nature does make it particularly 
vulnerable to anti-social behaviour, such as fly-tipping, abandonment and burning of 
stolen vehicles, litter dropping and vandalism of fencing, etc. All these problems are 
very difficult to counter, but the most feasible approach is to combine continued 
removal of rubbish, increased wardening (in liaison with the fishing club), and 
erection of ‘No fly-tipping’ signs  and vandal-proof notice boards which show the 
interest of the reserve and indicate how damage might be reduced.  
 
Outline Prescriptions 
 
DESIGNATE THE WHOLE SITE A LOCAL NATURE RESERVE TO 
ENCOURAGE FURTHER POSITIVE USE OF THE SITE. 
 
ERECT A ‘WELCOME TO WOODSETTS POND’ SIGN AT THE ENTRANCE 
AND ERECT A VANDAL-PROOF INTERPRETATION PANEL AND NOTICE 
BOARD IN THE CAR PARK. 
 
INSTALL BENCHES ON SITE. 
 
MAINTAIN REGULAR CONTACT WITH FISHING BAILIFF. 

 
USE FELLED TRUNKS AS BARRIERS ALONG TRACK EDGE TO PREVENT 
ACCESS FOR FLYTIPPING. 
 
REMOVE UNAUTHORISED FISHING PLATFORMS BUILT ON ISLANDS. 
 
MAINTAIN BARRIER FENCING ON SITE; REPAIR WHEN VANDALISED. 
 
ERECT ‘NO FLY-TIPPING’ SIGNS IN CAR PARK AND ENSURE RUBBBISH IS 
REMOVED. 
 

 
2.3.5 Encourage public understanding and appreciation of the site. 

 
A programme of events will be planned for the Local Nature Reserve, including 
guided walks (e.g., bird dawn chorus walk, evening bat walks and general wildlife 
walks). Walks will be in partnership with a Friends Group and wildlife organisations 
(e.g., Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust and North Notts Bat Group). 

 
Outline Prescriptions 
 
DEVELOP AND DELIVER A PROGRAMME OF GUIDED WALKS AROUND 
THE LOCAL NATURE RESERVE. 
 
PRODUCE A SITE LEAFLET 
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2.3.6 Add to the body of information concerning the site. 
 
Most of the site has been quite well surveyed for many biological groups, but further 
investigation would certainly be beneficial. Little or no information is available about 
some groups, which therefore require baseline survey in addition to any subsequent 
monitoring. It is also essential that all management work is recorded and the effects 
monitored.  These data should be used to determine whether or not changes in 
management are needed. The site is monitored by the SK58 Birdwatchers and is in the 
area covered by The Sorby Natural History Society. 

 
Outline Prescriptions: 

 
LIAISE WITH LOCAL WILDLIFE GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS RECORDING ON 
THE SITE, AND ENCOURAGE THE ACCURATE RECORDING OF REVELANT 
PLANT AND ANIMAL GROUPS. 
 
ENCOURAGE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY/MONITORING. 
 
RECORD ALL MANAGEMENT, MONITOR RESULTS, AND IF NECESSARY MODIFY 
APPROACH. 
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PART 3: MANAGEMENT DETAILS 
 
3.1 Management Projects and Prescriptions  
 
Reference 
Number Project Title Prescription 

3.1.1 Fell sycamore  

· All felling should take place outside of the bird breeding 
season (March to September) unless the work is for Health & 
Safety reasons. If felling needs to be undertaken during the 
period March to September, the tree subject to felling plus all 
other trees and shrubs likely to be affected by the felling 
should be checked for nests by a suitably qualified person prior 
to work commencing. 

· Selectively fell sycamore, concentrating initially on trees 
closest to and impeding native species of trees and shrubs  

· All felling should be carried out with the aim of reducing the 
shade and nutrient competition to native species without 
creating large gaps in the canopy. 

· A proportion of stems over 30cm diameter should be felled to a 
height of 1 – 1.5 metres, the remaining trunk de-limbed and 
ring-barked, or stump-treated with Glyphosate. 

· All sycamore regrowth should be sprayed with Glyphosate in 
the summer following felling 

· A proportion of trees felled should be logged (large) and log 
piles formed  

· Some large felled trunks should be retained when required by 
Local Authority to form barriers and path edges to prevent 
unwanted access into sensitive areas. These should be placed 
directly on the ground and fencing stakes driven into the 
ground either side of the trunk at both ends. Heavy gauge 
fencing wire should then be stapled to the fence posts, across 
the trunk to the opposite fence post and stapled in several 
places. 

· Use brash to create habitat piles and leave some scattered on 
the woodland floor to provide deadwood. 

· Visitors should be excluded from felling areas using tape and 
warning signs. 

· Erect signs informing visitors about work being carried out and 
reasons for it. 

3.1.2 

Remove 
sycamore 
saplings and 
seedlings 

· Sapling and seedling removal, unless proposed for heavily 
shrubbed areas, can be carried out at any time of year. 

· Sycamore saplings should be removed by cutting as close to 
the ground as possible using loppers or bow saws.   

· The resultant small diameter timber should be removed from 
site as it is a fire hazard. 

· All regrowth should be sprayed with Glyphosate in subsequent 
years. 

· All sycamore seedlings should be removed by hand by pulling. 
This will need to be an ongoing activity throughout the term of 
the management plan. 

3.1.3 
Coppice area of 
tall, leggy 
hawthorns.  

· All felling should take place outside of the bird breeding 
season (March to September). 

· Treat half of stumps with glyphosphate to reduce density. 
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 · Use brash to create habitat piles and leave some scattered on 
the woodland floor to provide deadwood. 

· Visitors should be excluded from felling areas using tape and 
warning signs. 

· Erect signs informing visitors about work being carried out and 
reasons for it. 

3.1.4 Coppice gorse 
and broom 

· All coppicing should take place outside of the bird breeding 
season (March to September). 

· Coppice one third of an area and remove the brash to be burnt 
at a designated fire site or chipped. Rake litter to promote 
growth of seedlings. Coppice on a five year rotation. 

· Visitors should be excluded from felling areas using tape and 
warning signs. 

· Erect signs informing visitors about work being carried out and 
reasons for it. 

 

3.1.5 
Create grass 
snake egg-
laying sites 

· Use some sycamore brash and chippings to create grass snake 
egg-laying sites. 

3.1.6 

Remove 
invading scrub 
from wetland 
vegetation 

· All fellinging should take place outside of the bird breeding 
season (March to September). 

· Visitors should be excluded from felling areas using tape and 
warning signs. 

· Erect signs informing visitors about work being carried out and 
reasons for it. 

3.1.7 Lay trees from 
island into water 

· Lay (fell but leave a connecting section of bark) trees into 
water. 

· All fellinging should take place outside of the bird breeding 
season (March to September). 

· Visitors should be excluded from felling areas using tape and 
warning signs. 

· Erect signs informing visitors about work being carried out and 
reasons for it. 

3.1.8 
Install floating 
islands with fish 
refuges 

· Install islands similar to the ones at Langold CP. 

3.1.9 Monitor algae 

· Visually monitor algae levels and ask Environment Agency to 
test for blue-green algae. If there is a problem treat in an 
appropriate manner, such as barley straw or barley straw 
extract. 

3.1.10 Maintain fishing 
pegs 

· Keep existing fishing pegs in good repair and maintain areas of 
open water in front of fishing pegs. 

3.1.11 Install new 
fishing pegs 

· In areas where there is a problem of rising water levels 
flooding fishing pegs install new fishing pegs, including ones 
for disabled access. 

3.1.12 Plant aquatic 
vegetation 

· Use native species, preferably of local provenance if possible. 
 

3.1.13 

Remove 
unauthorised 
platforms from 
island 

· Remove outside bird breeding season (March to September). 
· Remove any further new, unauthorised platforms. 

3.1.14 Remove fly -
tipping · Remove all fly-tipping as soon as possible. 
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3.1.15 Erect bird and 
bat boxes 

· Use woodcrete boxes. 
· Erect at a height to avoid vandalism. 
· Don’t erect in obvious positions by paths. 

3.1.16 
Erect 
interpretation 
signs 

· Use vandal proof signs. 

3.1.17 Erect ‘No fly 
tipping signs’ 

· Erect high up. 
· Replace if necessary. 

3.1.18 Install benches · Use recycled plastic benches. 
3.1.19 Guided walks · Develop and deliver a programme of guided walks 

3.1.20 Monitoring of 
site 

· Collate records for the site and use to inform review of 
management plan and future management decisions. 
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3.2 Five Year Work Plan 
 

Y e a r s Reference 
Number Prescription 

1 2 3 4 5 

3.1.1 Fell sycamore  1 1 1 1 1 

3.1.2 Remove sycamore saplings and seedlings 1 1 1 1 1 

3.1.3 Coppice area of tall, leggy hawthorns  1    

3.1.4 Coppice gorse and broom 1    1 

3.1.5 Create grass snake egg-laying sites  2    

3.1.6 Remove invading scrub from wetland 
vegetation  2   2 

3.1.7 Lay trees on island into water   2   

3.1.8 Install floating islands  1    

3.1.9 Monitor algae 1 1 1 1 1 

3.1.10 Maintain fishing pegs 1 1 1 1 1 

3.1.11 Install new fishing pegs  1 1   

3.1.12 Plant aquatic vegetation   2 2  

3.1.13 Remove unauthorised platforms from 
island 1 1 1 1 1 

3.1.14 Remove fly -tipping 1 1 1 1 1 

3.1.15 Erect bird and bat boxes 2     

3.1.16 Erect interpretation signs   2   

3.1.17 Erect ‘No fly tipping signs’ 1 1 1 1 1 

3.1.18 Install benches  2    

3.1.19 Guided walks 1 1 1 1 1 

3.1.20 Monitoring of site 1 1 1 1 1 

 
Priority  – 1 is high, 2 is medium, 3 is low 
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3.2 Annual Work Plans  
 
YEAR 1 

Reference 
Number 

Priority 
(1-3)  

Compartment/Prescription 
Detail 

Season 
(Sp/Su/
A/W) 

By Whom  

3.1.1 1 Selectively fell sycamore in Fox 
Covert 

A/W 
 
 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor  
 
 

3.1.2 1 Ongoing removal of sycamore 
saplings and seedlings in all areas. 

Sp/Su/A
/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor  

3.1.4 1 Coppice gorse and broom A/W 
Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor/volunteer 
group  

3.1.9 1   Monitor algae Sp/Su/A 
Bassetlaw DC 
Worksop AA 
Environment Agency 

3.1.10 1  Maintain fishing pegs SP/Su/A
/W Bassetlaw DC 

3.113 1 Remove unauthorised platforms 
from island A/W Bassetlaw DC  

3.1.14 1 Remove fly -tipping A/W Bassetlaw DC  

3.1.15 2 Erect bird and bat boxes A/W/Sp Contractor/volunteer 
group 

3.1.17 1 Erect ‘No fly tipping signs’ Sp/Su/A
/W Bassetlaw DC 

3.1.19 1 Guided walks Sp/Su/A
/W 

Friends Group/Wildlife 
Groups 

3.1.20 1 Monitoring of site Sp/Su/A
/W 

Friends Group/Wildlife 
Groups/Contractor 
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YEAR 2 

Reference 
Number 

Priority 
(1-3)  

Compartment/Prescription 
Detail 

Season 
(Sp/Su/
A/W) 

By Whom  

3.1.1 1 Selectively fell sycamore in Fox 
Covert 

A/W 
 
 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor  
 
 

3.1.2 1 
Ongoing removal of sycamore 
saplings and seedlings in all areas. Sp/Su/A

/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor/volunteer 
group  

3.1.3 1 Coppice area of tall, leggy 
hawthorns A/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor/volunteer 
group  

3.1.5 2 Create grass snake egg-laying sites A/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor/volunteer 
group  
 

3.1.6 2 Remove invading scrub from 
wetland vegetation A/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor  
 

3.1.8 1  Install floating islands A/W Contractor 

3.1.9 1   Monitor algae Sp/Su/A 
Bassetlaw DC 
Worksop AA 
Environment Agency 

3.1.10 1  Maintain fishing pegs SP/Su/A
/W Bassetlaw DC 

3.1.11 1  Install new fishing pegs A/W Bassetlaw 
DC/Contractor 

3.1.13 1 Remove unauthorised platforms 
from island A/W Bassetlaw DC  

3.1.14 1 Remove fly -tipping A/W Bassetlaw DC  

3.1.17 1 Erect ‘No fly tipping signs’ Sp/Su/A
/W Bassetlaw DC 

3.1.18 2 Install benches SP/Su/A
/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/Contractor 

3.1.19 1 Guided walks Sp/Su/A
/W 

Friends Group/Wildlife 
Groups 

3.1.20 1 Monitoring of site Sp/Su/A
/W 

Friends Group/Wildlife 
Groups/Contractor 
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YEAR 3 
 

Reference 
Number 

Priority 
(1-3)  

Compartment/Prescription 
Detail 

Season 
(Sp/Su/
A/W) 

By Whom  

3.1.1 1 Selectively fell sycamore in Fox 
Covert 

A/W 
 
 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor  
 
 

3.1.2 1 
Ongoing removal of sycamore 
saplings and seedlings in all areas. Sp/Su/A

/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor/volunteer 
group  

3.1.7 2 Lay trees on island into water A/W Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor  

3.1.9 1   Monitor algae Sp/Su/A 
Bassetlaw DC 
Worksop AA 
Environment Agency 

3.1.10 1  Maintain fishing pegs Sp/Su/A
/W Bassetlaw DC 

3.1.11 1  Install new fishing pegs A/W Bassetlaw 
DC/Contractor 

3.1.12 2  Plant aquatic vegetation Sp/A Bassetlaw DC/volunteer 
group/Worksop AA 

3.1.13 1 Remove unauthorised platforms 
from island A/W Bassetlaw DC  

3.1.14 1 Remove fly –tipping A/W Bassetlaw DC  

3.1.16 2 Erect interpretation signs Sp/Su/A
/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/Contractor 

3.1.17 1 Erect ‘No fly tipping signs’ Sp/Su/A
/W Bassetlaw DC 

3.1.19 1 Guided walks Sp/Su/A
/W 

Friends Group/Wildlife 
Groups 

3.1.20 1 Monitoring of site Sp/Su/A
/W 

Friends Group/Wildlife 
Groups/Contractor 
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YEAR 4 
 
 
Reference 
Number 

Priority 
(1-3)  

Compartment/Prescription 
Detail 

Season 
(Sp/Su/
A/W) 

By Whom  

3.1.1 1 Selectively fell sycamore in Fox 
Covert 

A/W 
 
 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor  
 
 

3.1.2 1 
Ongoing removal of sycamore 
saplings and seedlings in all areas. Sp/Su/A

/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor/volunteer 
group  

3.1.9 1   Monitor algae Sp/Su/A 
Bassetlaw DC 
Worksop AA 
Environment Agency 

3.1.10 1  Maintain fishing pegs Sp/Su/A
/W Bassetlaw DC 

3.1.11 1  Install new fishing pegs A/W Bassetlaw 
DC/Contractor 

3.1.12 2  Plant aquatic vegetation Sp/A Bassetlaw DC/volunteer 
group/Worksop AA 

3.1.13 1 Remove unauthorised platforms 
from island A/W Bassetlaw DC  

3.1.14 1 Remove fly –tipping A/W Bassetlaw DC  

3.1.17 1 Erect ‘No fly tipping signs’ Sp/Su/A
/W Bassetlaw DC 

3.1.19 1 Guided walks Sp/Su/A
/W 

Friends Group/Wildlife 
Groups 

3.1.20 1 Monitoring of site Sp/Su/A
/W 

Friends Group/Wildlife 
Groups/Contractor 
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YEAR 5 
 

Reference 
Number 

Priority 
(1-3)  

Compartment/Prescription 
Detail 

Season 
(Sp/Su/
A/W) 

By Whom  

3.1.1 1 Selectively fell sycamore in Fox 
Covert 

A/W 
 
 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor  
 
 

3.1.2 1 
Ongoing removal of sycamore 
saplings and seedlings in all areas. Sp/Su/A

/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor/volunteer 
group  

3.1.4 1 Coppice gorse and broom A/W 
Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor/volunteer 
group  

3.1.6 2 Remove invading scrub from 
wetland vegetation A/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contractor  
 

3.1.9 1   Monitor algae Sp/Su/A 
Bassetlaw DC 
Worksop AA 
Environment Agency 

3.1.10 1  Maintain fishing pegs Sp/Su/A
/W Bassetlaw DC 

3.1.13 1 Remove unauthorised platforms 
from island A/W Bassetlaw DC  

3.1.14 1 Remove fly -tipping A/W Bassetlaw DC  

3.1.17 1 Erect ‘No fly tipping signs’ Sp/Su/A
/W Bassetlaw DC 

3.1.19 1 Guided walks Sp/Su/A
/W 

Friends Group/Wildlife 
Groups 

3.1.20 1 Monitoring of site Sp/Su/A
/W 

Friends Group/Wildlife 
Groups/Contractor 
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Appendix 2 – Time budgets for yearly work plans 
 
YEAR 1 
 

Reference 
Number 

Priority 
(1-3)  

Compartment/Prescription 
Detail 

Season 
(Sp/Su/A/
W) 

By 
Whom  

Number of 
days 

3.1.1 1 Selectively fell sycamore in 
Fox Covert 

A/W 
 
 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contra
ctor  
 
 

1 

3.1.2 1 
Ongoing removal of sycamore 
saplings and seedlings in all 
areas. 

Sp/Su/A/W 
Bassetlaw 
DC/contra
ctor  

2 

3.1.4 1 Coppice gorse and broom A/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contra
ctor/volun
teer group  

1 

3.1.9 1   Monitor algae Sp/Su/A 

Bassetlaw 
DC 
Worksop 
AA 
Environm
ent 
Agency 

Monthly in 
spring and 
summer 

3.1.10 1  Maintain fishing pegs SP/Su/A/W Bassetlaw 
DC 

When 
necessary 

3.113 1 Remove unauthorised 
platforms from island A/W Bassetlaw 

DC  
1 

3.1.14 1 Remove fly -tipping A/W Bassetlaw 
DC  

Check 
weekly 

3.1.15 2 Erect bird and bat boxes A/W/Sp 
Contracto
r/voluntee
r group 

1 

3.1.17 1 Erect ‘No fly tipping signs’ Sp/Su/A/W Bassetlaw 
DC 

1 

3.1.19 1 Guided walks Sp/Su/A/W 

Friends 
Group/Wi
ldlife 
Groups 

2 

3.1.20 1 Monitoring of site Sp/Su/A/W 

Friends 
Group/Wi
ldlife 
Groups/C
ontractor 

6 
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YEAR 2 

Reference 
Number 

Priority 
(1-3)  

Compartment/Prescription 
Detail 

Season 
(Sp/Su/A/
W) 

By Whom  
Number of 

days 

3.1.1 1 Selectively fell sycamore in Fox 
Covert 

A/W 
 
 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contrac
tor  

1 

3.1.2 1 

Ongoing removal of sycamore 
saplings and seedlings in all 
areas. Sp/Su/A/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contrac
tor/volunte
er group  

2 

3.1.3 1 Coppice area of tall, leggy 
hawthorns A/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contrac
tor/volunte
er group  

1 

3.1.5 2 Create grass snake egg-laying 
sites A/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contrac
tor/volunte
er group  
 

1 

3.1.6 2 Remove invading scrub from 
wetland vegetation A/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contrac
tor  
 

1 

3.1.8 1  Install floating islands A/W Contractor 1 

3.1.9 1   Monitor algae Sp/Su/A 

Bassetlaw 
DC 
Worksop 
AA 
Environme
nt Agency 

Monthly in 
spring and 
summer 

3.1.10 1  Maintain fishing pegs SP/Su/A/W Bassetlaw 
DC 

Check 
weekly 

3.1.11 1  Install new fishing pegs A/W 
Bassetlaw 
DC/Contra
ctor 

2 

3.1.13 1 Remove unauthorised platforms 
from island A/W Bassetlaw 

DC  
If necessary 

3.1.14 1 Remove fly -tipping A/W Bassetlaw 
DC  

Check 
weekly 

3.1.17 1 Erect ‘No fly tipping signs’ Sp/Su/A/W Bassetlaw 
DC 

1 

3.1.18 2 Install benches SP/Su/A/W 
Bassetlaw 
DC/Contra
ctor 

1 

3.1.19 1 Guided walks Sp/Su/A/W 

Friends 
Group/Wil
dlife 
Groups 

2 

3.1.20 1 Monitoring of site Sp/Su/A/W 

Friends 
Group/Wil
dlife 
Groups/Co
ntractor 

6 
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YEAR 3 
 

Reference 
Number 

Priority 
(1-3)  

Compartment/Prescription 
Detail 

Season 
(Sp/Su/A/
W) 

By Whom  
Number 
of days 

3.1.1 1 Selectively fell sycamore in Fox 
Covert 

A/W 
 
 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contracto
r  
 
 

1 

3.1.2 1 

Ongoing removal of sycamore 
saplings and seedlings in all 
areas. 

Sp/Su/A/
W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contracto
r/volunteer 
group  

2 

3.1.7 2 Lay trees on island into water A/W 
Bassetlaw 
DC/contracto
r  

1 

3.1.9 1   Monitor algae Sp/Su/A 

Bassetlaw 
DC 
Worksop AA 
Environment 
Agency 

Monthly 
in spring 

and 
summer 

3.1.10 1  Maintain fishing pegs Sp/Su/A/
W 

Bassetlaw 
DC 

Check 
weekly 

3.1.11 1  Install new fishing pegs A/W 
Bassetlaw 
DC/Contract
or 

2 

3.1.12 2  Plant aquatic vegetation Sp/A 

Bassetlaw 
DC/volunteer 
group/Works
op AA 

1 

3.1.13 1 Remove unauthorised platforms 
from island A/W Bassetlaw 

DC  
If 

necessary 

3.1.14 1 Remove fly –tipping A/W Bassetlaw 
DC  

Check 
weekly 

3.1.16 2 Erect interpretation signs Sp/Su/A/
W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/Contract
or 

1 

3.1.17 1 Erect ‘No fly tipping signs’ Sp/Su/A/
W 

Bassetlaw 
DC 

1 

3.1.19 1 Guided walks Sp/Su/A/
W 

Friends 
Group/Wildli
fe Groups 

2 

3.1.20 1 Monitoring of site Sp/Su/A/
W 

Friends 
Group/Wildli
fe 
Groups/Cont
ractor 

6 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Woodsetts Pond  
 

Page 29 of 30 
 
 

 
 

YEAR 4 
 
 
Reference 
Number 

Priority 
(1-3)  

Compartment/Prescription 
Detail 

Season 
(Sp/Su/A/
W) 

By Whom  
Number 
of days 

3.1.1 1 Selectively fell sycamore in Fox 
Covert 

A/W 
 
 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contracto
r  
 
 

1 

3.1.2 1 

Ongoing removal of sycamore 
saplings and seedlings in all 
areas. 

Sp/Su/A/
W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contracto
r/volunteer 
group  

2 

3.1.9 1   Monitor algae Sp/Su/A 

Bassetlaw 
DC 
Worksop AA 
Environment 
Agency 

Monthly 
in spring 

and 
summer 

3.1.10 1  Maintain fishing pegs Sp/Su/A/
W 

Bassetlaw 
DC 

Check 
weekly 

3.1.11 1  Install new fishing pegs A/W 
Bassetlaw 
DC/Contract
or 

2 

3.1.12 2  Plant aquatic vegetation Sp/A 

Bassetlaw 
DC/volunteer 
group/Works
op AA 

1 

3.1.13 1 Remove unauthorised platforms 
from island A/W Bassetlaw 

DC  
If 

necessary 

3.1.14 1 Remove fly –tipping A/W Bassetlaw 
DC  

Check 
weekly 

3.1.17 1 Erect ‘No fly tipping signs’ Sp/Su/A/
W 

Bassetlaw 
DC 

1 

3.1.19 1 Guided walks Sp/Su/A/
W 

Friends 
Group/Wildli
fe Groups 

2 

3.1.20 1 Monitoring of site Sp/Su/A/
W 

Friends 
Group/Wildli
fe 
Groups/Cont
ractor 

6 
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YEAR 5 
 

Reference 
Number 

Priority 
(1-3)  

Compartment/Prescription 
Detail 

Season 
(Sp/Su/A/
W) 

By Whom  
Number 
of days 

3.1.1 1 Selectively fell sycamore in Fox 
Covert 

A/W 
 
 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contracto
r  
 
 

1 

3.1.2 1 

Ongoing removal of sycamore 
saplings and seedlings in all 
areas. 

Sp/Su/A/
W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contracto
r/volunteer 
group  

2 

3.1.4 1 Coppice gorse and broom A/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contracto
r/volunteer 
group  

1 

3.1.6 2 Remove invading scrub from 
wetland vegetation A/W 

Bassetlaw 
DC/contracto
r  
 

1 

3.1.9 1   Monitor algae Sp/Su/A 

Bassetlaw 
DC 
Worksop AA 
Environment 
Agency 

Monthly 
in spring 

and 
summer 

3.1.10 1  Maintain fishing pegs Sp/Su/A/
W 

Bassetlaw 
DC 

Check 
weekly 

3.1.13 1 Remove unauthorised platforms 
from island A/W Bassetlaw 

DC  
If 

necessary 

3.1.14 1 Remove fly -tipping A/W Bassetlaw 
DC  

Cheek 
weekly 

3.1.17 1 Erect ‘No fly tipping signs’ Sp/Su/A/
W 

Bassetlaw 
DC 

1 

3.1.19 1 Guided walks Sp/Su/A/
W 

Friends 
Group/Wildli
fe Groups 

2 

3.1.20 1 Monitoring of site Sp/Su/A/
W 

Friends 
Group/Wildli
fe 
Groups/Cont
ractor 

6 

 
 

 


