D R A F T

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 26th July 2010 at Worksop Town Hall

Present:

Chairman:



Mr P Meeney

Councillors:  
B Barker, Mrs V A Bowles, H Burton, M G Pugsley and

Mrs C Troop 
Independent Members:  
Mr K Crookes and Mrs D Madine
Parish Council Representatives: 
Mr B Letherland and Mr T Reynolds

Officers in attendance:  

L Dore and C Forster

12.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Independent Representatives Mr G Law and Mr A Taberner.

13.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS AND OFFICERS

(a) Members

There were no declarations of interest by Members.

(b) Officers

There were no declarations of interest by officers.

14.
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 14TH AND 28TH JUNE 2010

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings held on 14th and 28th June 2010 be approved.

15.
MINUTES FOR ACTION AND IMPLEMENTATION

From the 14th June Meeting

In response to an enquiry regarding whether the Parish Council vacancy had been advertised, the Acting Council Solicitor advised that some applications had been received.  

The Committee were invited to contact the Acting Council Solicitor if they were unsure whether they are on the Assessment or the Review Sub-Committee. The role and remit of each Sub-Committee will be considered at the next Standards Committee meeting.

From the 28th June Meeting

The Chairman asked that thanks be recorded on behalf of the Standards Committee for the work undertaken during the review of the Council’s Constitution.

RESOLVED that:

1.
The Minutes for Action and Implementation for the meetings held on 14th June and 28th June meetings be received.

2.
Thanks be recorded on behalf of the Committee for the work undertaken by the Acting Council Solicitor and the Monitoring Officer during the review of the Council’s Constitution.

16.
OUTSTANDING MINUTES LIST

RESOLVED that the Outstanding Minutes List be received.

17.
TRAINING

Part 2 of a DVD entitled ‘Assessment Made Clear’ was viewed by members.

RESOLVED that Part 2 of the DVD be received.

SECTION A – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PUBLIC

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

18.
REPORT(S) OF THE MONITORING OFFICER
(a)
The Government’s Planned Decentralisation and Localism Bill includes a Proposal to Abolish the Standards Board Regime

Members were presented with a report which included a press statement issued by the Chairman and Chief Executive of Standards for England regarding the Government’s decision to abolish the local government standards regime.  In addition, a copy of the letter sent to all chairs of standards committees from the Chairman of Standards for England, was appended to the report advising his understanding of the current position.

RESOLVED that the letter from the Chairman of Standards for England dated 1st June 2010 be received and further developments be awaited.

19.
Local Standards 2.0 – The Proportionality Upgrade? – A Review of the Local Standards Framework

Members were asked to comment upon and note ‘Local Standards 2.0 – The Proportionality Upgrade? A Review of the Local Standards Framework’, which had been published in March this year and was appended to the report.

A summary of the review and its recommendations were included in the report.  The Committee discussed recommendations 12, (the publishing of decision notices) and 14, (the sharing of local solutions to benefit from another local authority’s experience).  The Chairman suggested that a regional ‘road-show’ might be more beneficial than the annual Standards for England conference and perhaps Bassetlaw could host one in the future.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.

20.
New Guidelines on Standards for England Website

The report advised the Committee of the six new online guides which are available on the Standards for England website.  A copy of each guide was appended to the report and the Acting Council Solicitor advised that these will also be made available on the Members portal of the Intranet.

The Committee were advised that Standards for England had funding to continue for the next twelve months, however this had been reduced from the initial budget.  It is unclear whether there will be a national regulator after this time but in the meantime, the Council is still required to send decision notices to Standards for England to be recorded. 

RESOLVED that:

1.
The new guidance is noted.

2.
A copy of the six new online guides be distributed to all Council Members with the next Council meeting agenda.

3.
The blogging guide be forwarded to the Lead Officer in respect of the Council’s Information  Technology and Access Sub-Committee by way of a reference document.

21.
Freedom of Information Act 2000

Members were presented with a report which provided an analysis of requests for information pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 during the period 2009/10.  A table summarising the main features of the statutory regimes in respect of handling requests for information was included within the report.  Statistics for 2009 and 2010 by handling department were appended to the report.  

Members were asked to note the improved statistical performance for 2010 following the introduction of a consistent, robust handling procedure which now involves a central co-ordinator and nominated departmental officers coupled with ongoing training.

RESOLVED that the report be noted and further reports to be received as appropriate.

22.
Complaints Updates: (i) Complaints Lodged, (ii) Outstanding Matters

A verbal report from the Acting Council Solicitor informed the Committee that there had been no complaints lodged since the last two full meetings, although an informal complaint had been received within the last two weeks however   this had been dealt with by way of Monitoring Officer discretion.

There are two outstanding matters to be reported to the September meeting by which time the reports from the investigators should have been received.  

Members queried the budget and timescales for investigations and were advised by the Acting Council Solicitor that there was no statutory time limit and the issue of costs if an investigation was extended through, for example, allegation and counter allegation, was a contractual matter between the Council and the party instructed as opposed to a matter falling within the remit of the Standards Committee.

RESOLVED that the verbal report be received.

SECTION B – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PRIVATE

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

None.

23.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

a)
Gifts and Hospitality Protocol

The Council Solicitor advised of an open invitation to a venue in Retford and reminded Members of the requirement to declare any gifts or hospitality estimated to have a value of £25.00 or more.  If there is any uncertainty of the value of any gift or hospitality offered, the advice was to be cautious and register.

RESOLVED that:

1.
The advice be noted.

2.
The Acting Council Solicitor forward guidance on gift and hospitality protocol to the independent members of the Standards Committee.

b)
Councillor M Bennett

The Chairman asked that condolences be recorded on behalf of the Committee to the family of the late Councillor Bennett.

As there was no other urgent business to be considered, the Chairman closed the meeting.

