D R A F T

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 18th August 2010 at Worksop Town Hall

Present:

Councillor K H Isard (Chairman)

Councillors Mrs V A Bowles, H Burton, G Freeman, F Hart, B Hopkinson, D R Pressley,               M G Pugsley, Mrs A Simpson, Mrs V Wanless and T E Yates. 

Officers in attendance:  
D Armiger, C Forster, J Hamilton and D Rowen.

Standards Members: 

Mr G Law, Mr B Letherland and Dr G D Woodman.

Also present:


Councillors D Hare and I Jones.

27.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor G A N Oxby.

28. 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


(a)
Members

Councillor Mrs V A Bowles declared a personal interest in Agenda Item No 5(c) – Planning Application 59/09/00067, as she was a Member of the Parish Council when the developer made a presentation, and stated that she would remain in the meeting.

Councillor Mrs G Freeman declared a personal interest in Agenda Item No 5(c) – Planning Application 59/09/00067, as she is a member of the Steering Group, and stated that she would remain in the meeting.

Councillor Mrs V Wanless declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item No 5(c) – Planning Applications 70/10/00002 and 70/10/00003, as the applicant is a work colleague, and stated that she would leave the meeting.

(Councillor D R Pressley joined the meeting during this item.)

(b)
Officers

There were no declarations of interest by officers.

29.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 28TH JULY 2010

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 28th July be approved.

30.
OUTSTANDING MINUTES LIST

RESOLVED that the Outstanding Minutes List be received.

SECTION A – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PUBLIC

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

31.
REPORT(S) OF THE HEAD OF COMMUNITY PROSPERITY

(a)
Public Interest Test

The Head of Community Prosperity had deemed that he considered all the reports on the agenda were of a non-confidential nature.

(b)
Appeal Decisions Received

Members were presented with one appeal decision.

RESOLVED that the Appeal Decision be received.

(c)
Planning Applications and Associated Items

Items which were the subject of a Site Visit

Application No

Applicant


Proposal
(Councillor Mrs V Wanless left the meeting for the next two applications.)

70/10/00002

Mrs L Circuit


Create vehicular access (resubmission of








Planning Application 70/09/26) 








- 63 Shireoaks Road, Shireoaks, Worksop

Mr P Whittington spoke in support of the application on the grounds of highway safety.  There is a sharp bend on the nearby junction and cars park on both sides of the road which results in only a single lane of traffic, buses and lorries having difficulties, and a danger for crossing pedestrians.  A car parked off-road would help alleviate some of the problems.

Councillor I Jones, Ward Member, spoke against the application as the removal of the wall would not be in keeping with the Conservation Area and would spoil its ambience.  The proposal would be contrary to Policies 5/7 and 6/11 of the Bassetlaw Local Plan and Planning Policy Statement 5 as it would impact on the amenity of neighbours.  It could result in a lorry or caravan being parked on the driveway.  In 2007, the area suffered from major flooding and the boundary wall helped to keep the water from entering the houses.  Government advice is for gardens not to be hard-surfaced.  All the surface water from the four cottages runs down one fallpipe into the garden of No. 63 and any excess water overflows onto the road.  Nottinghamshire County Council Highways is opposed to the application.  The proposal would alter the appearance of all four cottages.

Mrs L Circuit addressed concerns to the application.  The drainage and soakaway have been checked out by the agent and are satisfactory.  On 22nd February 2010, Shireoaks Parish Council raised no objections, provided the gates are in keeping with the Conservation Area, but on 17th June 2010, they raised objections, saying that a van or caravan would impact on the neighbours’ views.  Both adjacent properties have driveways and no restrictions on vehicles have been imposed.  There is no intention to use the driveway for any vehicle other than a car.  The Parish Council also says that the proposals would spoil the area and set a precedent.  Nos. 62 and 64 already have a driveway and wrought iron gates and the church opposite also has wrought iron gates; therefore, the precedent has already been set.  Another objector is “concerned to hear that the applicant has applied for a grant for the protection of the conservation area” but the applicant has no idea to what this refers.

The Council’s Solicitor advised Members that the type of vehicle parked on the driveway could not be restricted as the application is for “vehicular access” but it was thought that the driveway would not accommodate more than one small car.

Councillors T E Yates, F Hart and B Hopkinson spoke on the application.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE HEAD OF COMMUNITY PROSPERITY - Grant planning permission conditionally.

COMMITTEE DECISION -  Grant planning permission conditionally.

(Comments from the County Director of Communities (Highways), Shireoaks Parish Council, the District Council’s Engineers and the Ward Member, together with three letters of objection to the original scheme and two to the amended scheme, and one letter of support to the original scheme and one to the amended scheme, were taken into consideration.)
70/10/00003
Mrs L Circuit

Part demolition of boundary wall in association with

Planning Application 70/10/02R 

· 63 Shireoaks Road, Shireoaks, Worksop

RECOMMENATION OF THE HEAD OF COMMUNITY PROSPERITY - Grant conservation area consent conditionally.

COMMITTEE DECISION -  Grant conservation area consent conditionally.
(Councillor Mrs V Wanless returned to the meeting.)

Items which were not the subject of a Site Visit

Application No

Applicant


Proposal
59/09/00067

Spawforths


Outline application for redevelopment








(including demolition of existing buildings and








remediation) for the erection of up to 300








residential units and employment uses,








including necessary earthworks, construction 

of access and circulation, landscaping and

drainage solutions

- former Firbeck Colliery, Costhorpe Industrial


Estate, Doncaster Road, Costhorpe

The Head of Community Prosperity presented Heads of Terms which set out the mechanism by which the delivery of the restoration of the country park and affordable housing can be achieved.  Officers are still in negotiation over the requirements for the country park, and discussions are taking place with Nottinghamshire County Council, which owns adjacent land, and the Wildlife Trust which may result in match-funding and/or alternative funding streams to supplement the Section 106 monies.  50% of the contribution from the developer will be payable upon completion of the first market housing unit, and the remaining 50% will be payable upon completion of 25% of the market housing units.  There is much remediation work to be done before construction can commence.  Officers are also in discussion with the Land Trust and the Council’s contribution to the country park could kickstart its restoration; additional works may require further funding, which would require Cabinet approval.

Members felt that a reminder of the former colliery site would be fitting eg plaque, street naming.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE HEAD OF COMMUNITY PROSPERITY - That Members confirm the grant of outline planning permission subject to the condition that permission will only take effect when the Section 106 Agreement has been formally signed.

COMMITTEE DECISION – The grant of outline planning permission be confirmed subject to the condition that permission will only take effect when the Section 106 Agreement has been formally signed.

SECTION B – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PRIVATE

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions
None.

32.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

As there was no other urgent business to be considered, the Chairman closed the meeting.

