PLANNING COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 16th June 2010 at Retford Town Hall

Present:

Councillor K H Isard (Chairman)

Councillors H Burton, G Freeman, F Hart, G A N Oxby, M G Pugsley, Mrs A Simpson,

Mrs V Wanless and T E Yates. 

Officers in attendance:  D Armiger, L Dore, C Forster, O Scott and M Tagg.

Members of Standards Committee: B Letherland

7.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs V A Bowles and D R Pressley.

8. 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


(a)
Members

Councillor G Freeman declared a personal interest in Agenda Item No 5(d) as she is a member of the Steering Group.  She stated that she would remain in the meeting.

Councillor K H Isard declared a personal interest in Agenda Item No 5(d) as he had been present when the applicants/agent made a presentation on their aspirations around two years ago. He stated that he would remain in the meeting

(b)
Officers

There were no declarations of interest by officers.

9.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 26TH MAY 2010

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 26th May be approved.

10.
OUTSTANDING MINUTES LIST

RESOLVED that the Outstanding Minutes List be received.

SECTION A – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PUBLIC

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

11.
REPORT(S) OF THE HEAD OF COMMUNITY PROSPERITY

(a)
Public Interest Test

The Head of Community Prosperity had deemed that he considered all the reports on the agenda were of a non-confidential nature.

(b)
Appeal Decisions Received

Members were presented with one appeal decision.

RESOLVED that the Appeal Decision be received.

(c)
Proposed Conservation Areas: Bevercotes, Cuckney, Holbeck, Mattersey, Nether Langwith, Norton, Oldcotes, Saundby, Scaftworth and Wheatley.  Proposed extensions to Conservation Areas: Carlton in Lindrick, Everton, Gringley, Wiseton and Worksop.

Members’ approval was sought to designate Conservation Areas within several of the District’s villages as well as designating extensions to existing Conservation Areas in other locations.  The report provided details of each location and the buildings and features of interest within each proposed area.  

The new proposed conservation areas and extensions to existing areas are the result of a review by the Conservation Team and public views sought through recent Local Development Framework consultation.  Maps showing the proposed designations were appended to the report.

In addition, the report noted that Planning Policy Statement 5, (PPS5), Planning for the Historic Environment, came into force on 23rd March 2010.  This provides a planning policy framework for local planning authorities to ensure that all heritage assets in conservation areas are afforded policy protection.

It is envisaged that further areas could be designated in the future as reviewing the District’s historic environment and determining whether further areas are of special interest is a legal requirement of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.  Future appraisals of the District’s conservation areas will take place within five years and will include consultation with local communities to help conserve and enhance the character and appearance of conservation areas.

RESOLVED that:

1) The report be noted.

2) Approval be given to the designation of Conservation Areas at Bevercotes, Cuckney, Holbeck, Mattersey, Nether Langwith, Norton, Oldcotes, Saundby, Scaftworth and Wheatley, as well as designating extensions to existing Conservation Areas at Carlton in Lindrick, Everton, Gringley, Wiseton and Worksop.

3) Delegated authority be conferred to officers of the Conservation Team to implement designation.

(d)
Site of the Former Firbeck Colliery, Costhorpe Industrial Estate

The Council Solicitor presented a report which set out a detailed consideration of the reasons for refusal given by Members at the Planning Committee on 26th May 2010 in relation to Planning Application 59/09/00067.

The application had been recommended for approval by officers, however the Committee resolved by a majority to Refuse outline permission on the grounds that: the application does not provide a satisfactory mix of employment and housing; it does not provide affordable housing without effect to Section 106 agreement monies; there is no provision of facilities in relation to the number of proposed dwellings; there is only one means of vehicular access/egress from the proposed development site raising concerns for the movement of emergency service vehicles.

The Head of Community Prosperity advised that advice would be required from an independent Highway consultant to consider Members concerns regarding access for emergency service vehicles and that this would not be available for at least two weeks.  He confirmed that in relation to emergency access, only the Council and the applicants held land ownership relevant to the application.

Members discussed: the additional information tabled and how, if it had been available, it may have influenced their vote at the last meeting; how the reasons for refusal were considered weak; whether the decision could be reviewed; whether the specific issue of housing need in Langold could be included in a future report should the application be reconsidered.

The Council Solicitor advised that as the refusal notice had not yet been issued, the application could be brought back to a future Planning Committee meeting for reconsideration should Members so wish.

In consideration of the reasons contained within the report, a vote was taken to agree the detailed reasons for refusal:

Voting for taking this course of action:

FOR:  
Councillors F Hart, G A N Oxby.

AGAINST:
Councillors H Burton, G Freeman, K H Isard, M G Pugsley,

Mrs A Simpson, Mrs V Wanless, T E Yates.

ABSTAINED:
None.

COMMITTEE DECISION: That the reasons contained within the report for refusal of Planning Application 59/05/0067 not be supported.
Councillor Mrs A Simpson proposed that the decision to refuse outline planning permission for PA 59/09/00067 at the Planning Committee meeting on 26th May 2010 be rescinded and reconsidered meaning that the application be presented again to the next meeting of the Planning Committee.  Councillor H Burton seconded this proposal.

RESOLVED that:

1) The decision to refuse outline planning permission for PA 59/09/00067 at the Planning Committee meeting on 26th May 2010 be rescinded and reconsidered.

2) Planning Application 59/09/0067 be presented again to the next meeting of the Planning Committee for reconsideration.

Councillors F Hart and G A N Oxby wished it to be recorded that they voted against the decision to rescind the decision of refusal made at the 26th May 2010 meeting.

(Additional information was tabled namely a letter from the Agent of the Applicant regarding the issue of emergency access/egress from the application site).

SECTION B – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PRIVATE

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

12.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

As there was no other urgent business to be considered, the Chairman closed the meeting.

