DRAFT

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th April 2010 at WorksopTown Hall

Present:

Councillor K H Isard (Chairman)

Councillors H Burton, F Hart, B Hopkinson, D R Pressley, M G Pugsley, M W Quigley, Mrs A Simpson, Mrs K Sutton and T E Yates

Officers in attendance:  D Armiger, C Forster and R Walters.

67.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor M Bennett.

The Chairman welcomed everyone and reminded the public that only members of the committee were allowed to speak on this issue and that the decision is to either accept or reject the Statement of Case.

68.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

(a)
Members

Members were reminded that anyone who declared an interest at the original meeting for this application must declare the same at this meeting.

Councillor D Pressley declared a level 1 interest at the advice of the Council’s Solicitor as he is a member of the Tigers Trust.

 (b)
Officers

None

69.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3RD MARCH 2010

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd March 2010 be approved.

70.
OUTSTANDING MINUTES LIST

The Head of Community Prosperity stated that an updated report on Building Control functions will be brought to the next Planning Committee meeting.

RESOLVED that the Outstanding Minutes List be received.

SECTION A – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PUBLIC

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

71.
REPORT(S) OF THE HEAD OF COMMUNITY PROSPERITY

(a)
Public Interest Test

The Head of Community Prosperity had deemed that he considered all the reports on the agenda were of a non-confidential nature.

The Council’s Solicitor reminded the Members that we are in the period of election purdah and that they were attending the meeting only as members of the local planning committee.  There should be no re-opening of the merits of the decision and members should only consider whether or not to endorse the prepared Statement of Case pursuant to the appeal process which had been prepared by consultants.

The Head of Community Prosperity presented the report by endorsing what had previously been stated and further explained that BDC commissioned Martin Tonks to produce the Statement of Case which was then considered by a barrister.  The report does refer to having the document approved by the Council but this should have read the Planning Committee.

The question was asked what would happen if the Statement of Case wasn’t endorsed and Members were informed that it would still go to the appeal but with the added comment that it wasn’t endorsed by the Committee.

It was also questioned why the Statement included additional reasons for the rejection to the original one given at the Planning Committee meeting.  Members were informed that the Statement of Case is “as is” and  therefore can include any other matters: the Planning Inspector will consider relevant considerations.

Some Members raised concerns that having to consider a Statement of Case was unprecedented and wanted to know why.  They were informed that the Council engaged both a consultant and a barrister who specialises in planning matters and it was the barrister’s advice to take the Statement of Case to the Planning Committee for consideration.

Councillor Oxby asked for clarification as to what if anything had changed since the last decision on this and was told that nothing had changed.  He then stated that he wanted it recording that he was maintaining his initial stance of not being in favour of the decision to refuse planning permission and this was endorsed by Councillors F Hart and D R Pressley.

RESOLVED that the Statement of Case be endorsed by the Planning Committee.

SECTION B – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PRIVATE

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

72.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

As there was no other urgent business to be considered, the Chairman closed the meeting.

