DRAFT

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 5th May 2010 at Retford Town Hall

Present:

Councillor K H Isard (Chairman)

Councillors M Bennett, H Burton, F Hart, G A N Oxby, M G Pugsley, M W Quigley, Mrs A Simpson, Mrs K Sutton and T E Yates

Officers in attendance:  D Armiger, C Forster, D Rowen and R Walters

73.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor M G Pugsley and D R Pressley

74.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

(a)
Members

None

 (b)
Officers

None

75.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14TH APRIL 2010

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 14th April 2010 be approved.

76.
OUTSTANDING MINUTES LIST

RESOLVED that the Outstanding Minutes List be received.

SECTION A – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PUBLIC

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

77.
REPORT(S) OF THE HEAD OF COMMUNITY PROSPERITY

(a)
Public Interest Test

The Head of Community Prosperity had deemed that he considered all the reports on the agenda were of a non-confidential nature.

(b)
Appeal Decisions Received

Members were presented with two appeal decisions.

RESOLVED that the Appeal Decisions be received.

(c)
Planning Applications and Associated Items

(A)       Planning Applications which had been the subject of a site visit
	Application No
	Location
	Proposal

	
	
	

	43/10/00004
	Field 5975, Cottam Road, Treswell, Retford. DN22 0EP
	Change of use of agricultural land for siting of caravans for residential occupation by gypsy-travellers, erect utility buildings and carry out associated works.


The Principal Planning Officer used a screen display with plans and photographs and explained 
that previously laid hardcore seems to have been utilised as part of the current development and some fencing has been erected to provide the subdivision of the site.

 Mr Botton (applicant) spoke in support of the application.  He stated that the families are gypsies who for many years have worked on all the farms in the area and that local residents have nothing to fear from them. He has had no formal education and wishes to ensure that all the children on the camp will go to local schools and be registered with local doctors.  He further stated that he had letters confirming school places and registration with a local G.P. surgery, thus confirming that local services were presently being accessed by the residents of the site, such correspondence could be made available to the committee if required.  He concluded that the residents of the site will do anything that the Planning Committee requires of them including planting trees to screen the site and make the whole site as green as possible.  

Tracey Clay spoke in opposition to the application on behalf of the residents of Treswell Parish.  She welcomed the officers’ recommendation “to refuse” the application and objected to retrospective planning applications.  Moving into open countryside is not valid and villagers are afraid that despite existing regulations, the environment is being destroyed.  She would welcome swift action to return the site to its former state.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE HEAD OF COMMUNITY PROSPERITY – Refuse

COMMITTEE DECISION – Refuse

Observations of the Environment Agency, County Council Director of Communities (Highways), Anglian Water, Laneham Internal Drainage Board, Treswell with Cottam Parish Council and South Leverton Parish Council together with 47 letters of objection from local residents and two letters from John Mann MP were taken into consideration.

	Application No
	Location
	Proposal


	E43/09/00004
	Field 5975, Cottam Road, Treswell, Retford. DN22 0EP
	Unauthorised Change of Use of FIELD 5975, Land North of Cottam Road, Treswell


This relates to the same site but is for retrospective planning permission for works already completed on the site without permission.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE HEAD OF COMMUNITY PROSPERITY – Refuse.

COMMITTEE DECISION – Refuse.
SECTION B – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PRIVATE

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

78.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

As there was no other urgent business to be considered, the Chairman closed the meeting.

