PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 15th April 2010 at Worksop Town Hall

Present:

Councillors: 
A A D Tromans (Vice – Chairman in the Chair) 

V A Bowles, G Freeman, M T Gray, D A Hare, J Scott, Mrs A Simpson,

 R A Simpson, Mrs J F Smith, Miss M Stokes Mrs C Troop and
G J Wynne

Also present: 
 D Armiger, M Ladyman, S Pearson, R Theakstone and R Walters 

69.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors  W Barker, S A Greaves, B Jones, I Jones, and P C Offer

70.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS AND OFFICERS

(a)
Members
There were no declarations of interest by Members.

(b)
Officers 

There were no declarations of interest by officers.

71.
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 25TH FEBRUARY 2010

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meetings held on 25th February 2010 be approved.

72.
MINUTES FOR ACTION AND IMPLEMENTATION
RESOLVED that the Minutes for Action be received.

73.
OUTSTANDING MINUTES LIST

RESOLVED that the Outstanding Minutes List be received.
Key Decisions

None

Other Decisions
. 

74.
REPORT(S)  OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

(a) Performance Clinic Report – Community Prosperity

Members were presented with Performance Clinics and asked to review and evaluate performance against service objectives and targets.  

The Head of Community Prosperity highlighted a number of issues and advised Members that following concerns about the number of lost planning appeals, he had a meeting with the Planning Inspectorate and the outlook is now positive for the future.  It was requested that a note be circulated to members of the committee on the outcome of this meeting and this was agreed.

In response to questions it was explained that the section 106 monies are in a holding account and Bridon Cricket Club will benefit once the legal agreement has been signed.  It is hoped this will take place very soon.  The delivery of the Retford Enterprise Centre is on target and the delay in receiving the Section 106 money should not hold up the project.

The Retford Market Square project is being rolled out and physical work will follow.  The work has been designed to have minimal impact on the traders.

Concerns were raised on the Worksop Farmers Market which recently had only three stalls and also of the decline of the main market.  Members were informed that the Council’s aspiration is to 

Improve market trading and increase revenues.  If the cinema is built on the existing site then consultation will take place with all agencies involved to keep the markets in Worksop.  A pricing structure will be reviewed and incentives to traders proposed.  Members asked for a report following the next review of the markets and it was agreed to bring it to the July meeting.


It was reported that good progress with the LDF is being maintained and developers are beginning to move sites forward and interest is being shown in new sites.  

In respect of jobs and enterprise it was stated that the Council does engage with people in order to maximise the benefits of Robin Hood Airport for Bassetlaw. 

RESOLVED that:

1.
 Members of PISC scrutinised the performance

2.
A report be brought to the July meeting of the committee regarding the markets’ review.

3.
A note be circulated to members of the committee regarding the outcome of the meeting with the Planning Inspectorate. 

(b)
Service Performance Clinic – Environmental Services
Members were presented with Performance Clinics and asked to review and evaluate performance against service objectives and targets. 

The service continues to improve although the biggest challenge is meeting the Government’s targets for recycling but a full report on this will be presented to the June Cabinet.

The fact that about 95% of agency staff are now full – time employees of BDC was welcomed and it was accepted that there will always be a need to use agency staff to cover absenteeism especially for refuse collection.  Members expressed their appreciation of the excellent work done by the refuse collection teams and requested that this should be minuted.

Further questions were raised on fly tipping prosecutions, play strategy and the Firbeck Colliery Site/ country park.  

Ward Members were asked to contact the Director of Community Services with individual requests regarding play strategy.

In respect of “open spaces” a Member suggested that Friends of Kings Park should be added and this was agreed.

RESOLVED that:

1. Members endorse the action plan set out in section 3.3 of the report

2. The action plan be reviewed and refreshed at the discretion of the Performance Improvement Scrutiny Committe

(c)
Service Performance Clinic – Strategic Housing

Members were presented with Performance Clinics and asked to review and evaluate performance against service objectives and targets.  

Members were informed that the focus has moved away from A1 Housing, and like other Authorities, there is a need to concentrate on elements of the Strategic and Statutory Housing service.  The Northern Sub Regional Housing Market Area is currently completing the required Investment Plan for funding from the Housing and Communities Agency (HCA).

When questions were asked regarding the decent homes project, members were informed that A1 Housing will be represented at the July PISC when answers can be given.

Members were informed that the Council is trying to develop a landlord accreditation scheme for private landlords and it was requested that this be referred to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

RESOLVED that:
1.
 Members endorse the action plan set out in section 3.4 of the report

2.
The action plan be reviewed and refreshed at the discretion of the Performance Improvement Scrutiny Committee.

3.
A report regarding a landlord accreditation scheme be presented to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.
SECTION B – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PRIVATE

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

75.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

Before closing the meeting the chairman expressed his thanks to all officers and members at the meeting.

