D R A F T

PARISH COUNCILS LIAISON GROUP
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 14th July 2010 at Worksop Town Hall
Present :


Councillor F Hart (Chair) 

Councillors: 
H M Brand, R B Carrington-Wilde, D Challinor, G Freeman, M T Gray, D A Hare,



Miss M Stokes and Mrs K Sutton.

Parish Council Representatives: 
G Brown, H Burton, C Fraser, L Jefferies, B Marchant,





P Nicholson, L Perry, J Rickards, H Wright and others.

Officers in attendance: S Brown, J Burley, L Dore, S Pearson, K Tarburton

Members of Standards Committee: Councillor Mrs V A Bowles, Mr G Law and Mr B Letherland.

1.
NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Councillors F Hart and Miss M Stokes were proposed for the position of Chairman.

RESOLVED that Councillor F Hart be appointed Chairman of the Parish Councils Liaison Group for the ensuing year.
(Councillor Hart took the Chair.)

2.
NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

Councillors H M Brand and M T Gray were proposed for the position of Vice-Chairman.

RESOLVED that Councillor H M Brand be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Parish Councils Liaison Group for the ensuing year.

3.
COUNCILLOR M BENNETT

As this was the first Council meeting since the announcement had been made, a one-minute silence was held in respectful remembrance of Councillor M Bennett who had died earlier that morning following a short illness.

4.
SUSPENSION OF COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULES FOR 15 MINUTES TO ALLOW QUESTIONS

(a)
Wind-Farms

A statement was made by a representative of Sturton-le-Steeple Parish Council to advise that they were strongly opposed to any wind-farm being established in that parish or any adjacent parishes.  They were writing to all Trent-side parishes, including those in Lincolnshire, in order to co-ordinate opposition with clear objective criteria for any future proposals for wind-farms. 

(b)
New Conservation Areas

Concern was raised that the new Conservation Areas, proposed and agreed at Planning Committee on 16th June, had not been consulted upon with the respective Parish Councils.  There had been no notification or information about the decisions proposed or any information about how an appeal could be made.  They had expected there would be consultation afterwards if not before but had heard nothing.  Parish Councils had only found out about the new Conservation Areas via the Retford Times newspaper.  A request was made for the new Conservation Areas to be discussed at the next Parish Councils Liaison Group meeting.

The Senior Support Services Manager advised that the Council’s Planning Policy Unit would be happy to attend any Parish Council meeting to discuss any concerns such as this or other matters relating to the Local Development Framework.

(c)
Notification of Parish Councils Liaison Group Meetings

A Parish Councillor advised that lack of notification of what date questions should be raised prior to Parish Councils Liaison Group meetings was causing frustration.

The Senior Support Services Manager confirmed that the information was sent to each Parish Clerk, however, this same information could also be sent to the Chairman of each Parish Council if a name and address was supplied.

AGREED that a request be made to all Parish Council Clerks to provide name and contact details for their Chairman.

5.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor J B Rickells and the Clerk for East Markham and Elkesley Parish Councils.
6.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS AND OFFICERS
(a)
Members
There were no declarations of interest by Members.

(b)
Officers
There were no declarations of interest by officers.

7.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON  17TH FEBRUARY 2010

RESOLVED  that the Minutes of the meeting held on 17th February 2010 be approved. 
8.
MINUTES FOR  ACTION
With reference to 37(a), Bulky Refuse Collection Service, the Senior Support Services Manager advised that at Cabinet on 13th July 2010, it had been agreed that the six-weekly service should cease from 7th August 2010 and that a reduced charge service of £5 per collected item, be introduced across the District. 

RESOLVED that:

1. 
The Minutes for Action be received.

2.
The matter of the six-weekly waste collection service be further discussed under ‘Any Other Business’

9.
OUTSTANDING MINUTES LIST

At Minute No 18(i), the Senior Support Services Manager advised that there were a number of issues awaiting clarification regarding a review of Safer Neighbourhood Groups.  He proposed to invite the Police for a full discussion at the next meeting.  

A Ward Member advised that correspondence about the review had been sent to Ward members if they were linked to Safer Neighbourhood Groups and also to Parish Councils if they were involved.

RESOLVED that:

1.
The Outstanding Minutes List be received.

2.
The Police be invited to attend the next meeting of the Parish Councils Liaison Group to discuss the review of the Safer Neighbourhood Groups.
SECTION A  -  ITEMS  FOR  DISCUSSION  IN  PUBLIC

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

10.
ITEMS REQUESTED BY PARISH COUNCILS

None.

11.
ITEMS SUBMITTED BY BASSETLAW DISTRICT COUNCIL

(a)
Presentation on the Corporate Plan 2010 - 2013 

The Head of Community Engagement and Performance presented the Council’s new Corporate Plan which sets out the Council’s priorities for the next three years.  The document is the result of a six-month project and details the Council’s four priorities: to improve customer satisfaction; to regenerate the area and improve the environment that people live in; to support a vibrant local economy; to improve the quality and choice of housing.

Questions raised by the Group included antisocial behaviour, communication between the County and District Council, countryside fly-tipping and a request for the Council’s Corporate Plan to be forwarded to the Chairman of each Parish Council.

AGREED that:

1. The presentation be received.

2.
A copy of the Council’s Corporate Plan 2010/2013 booklet ‘This is Bassetlaw: Building a Confident Future’ be sent to each Parish Council for the attention of the Chairman.

(b)
Presentation on LEADER Funding 

The Local Action Group Manager presented a slideshow detailing information about the North Notts LEADER project, which is a European and Government funded project to increase and support the rural economy.  He advised on the type of projects that the funding could support, the eligibility criteria and the process of application.  

In answer to a query he advised that the project funding is available until 2013.

RESOLVED that: 

1.
The presentation be received.

2.
A copy of the slideshow presentation be forwarded to all Parish Councils.

(c)
Rural Play Scheme

The Rural Officer passed on the comments of disappointment from the Council’s Parks and Open Spaces management team that the conference on rural play due to be held on 15th July has had to be cancelled through lack of support.

Funding is available to help provide new play facilities through the Rural Playbuilder Scheme and application forms have already been forwarded to each Parish Council.  To date, only three completed applications have been received.

The Rural Officer advised that the deadline for receipt of completed applications is 31st August 2010 and that if any assistance is needed in completing the forms, she is more than happy to help.

RESOLVED that:

1.
The report be noted.

2.
Contact details for the Rural Officer and brief details of the Rural Playbuilder Scheme be forwarded to all Parish Councils.

(d)
Local Development Framework

The Senior Support Services Manager presented a report from the Planning Policy and Conservation Manager which provided an update of the Local Development Framework relating to the Council’s Core Strategy document.  

Following events around the District, all representations are to be collated and along with any new research will be used to produce a ‘pre-submission’ document.  This will be consulted on for a further six weeks prior to a formal submission to the Secretary of State with an anticipated adoption by Spring 2011.  There is, however, still the opportunity at the moment for formal responses to be made and Parish Councils should contact the Planning Policy and Conservation Manager direct.

The report also advised that work is to begin shortly on the Site Allocations document which will consider new sites for development.  Parish Councils will be consulted on the methodology for selecting potential development sites, as well as on the ‘long list’ of sites.  The process from start to finish is likely to take twelve months.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.

SECTION B  -  ITEMS  FOR  DISCUSSION  IN  PRIVATE

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

None.

12.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

(a)
Six-Weekly Waste Collection Service

Concern was raised about the lack of consultation with and notification of the new arrangements regarding the cessation of the six-weekly waste collection service.  There was confusion as it had been thought by some that following the last Parish Councils Liaison Group meeting, there was much more consultation time.  However, it was now reported that a decision to remove the provision had been made at the Cabinet meeting on 13th July 2010 that the service would cease in early August.

The Senior Support Services Manager advised that discussion had commenced in November 2009 when it had been agreed that consultation would commence.  At the Parish Councils Liaison Group meeting in February 2010, the Director of Community Services had attended and a lengthy discussion had taken place.  It had been recorded in the Minutes that Parish Councils should continue to consult with the Council on the issue.

He added that: the decision was subject to the ‘call-in’ period; the bulky waste collection service was to be reduced in cost from £11 to £5 per item; waste from the six-weekly service had to go to landfill as it could not be recycled; the £65k saving from the service was to be re-invested into educational programmes about the importance and benefits of recycling.

In response, Parish Council representatives considered that: they were against losing the service which was well used; they did not see how it was going to save money; the consultation was a ‘sham’ as information in the Budget Book indicated a decision had been made before the Cabinet meeting; Councillor Burton should be thanked for working tirelessly in support of the six-weekly service being retained; it is a further reduction in services for people living in rural areas; the District Council should put further pressure on the County Council to upgrade the household waste recycling amenity at Hallcroft.

The Senior Support Services Manager advised that the Council had made representations to the County Council regarding access to and upgrading of the Hallcroft site and that it had been raised at Leader and Chief Executive Officer level.  The County Council had advised that the matter was still under review.

RESOLVED that concerns of the Parish Council representatives about the loss of the Six-Weekly Waste Collection Service be noted.

As there was no other business to be discussed the Chairman closed the meeting.
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