D R A F T

OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 27th July 2010 at Retford Town Hall

Present:

Councillor J W Holland (Chair)

Councillors: 
I J Campbell, M T Gray, S A Greaves, Mrs S Isard, I Jones, G A N Oxby,        D R Pressley, Mrs M W Quigley, A Rhodes, Mrs A Simpson                          and Miss M Stokes.

Officers: 
L Dore, M Hill, M Ladyman, S Pearson, R Theakstone and J Wilson. 

Others present: 
Victoria Lindon – Development Manager, NHS Bassetlaw 

Standards Members: None

25.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P C Offer, J W Ogle and J Scott.

26.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS AND OFFICERS

(a)
Members

There were no declarations of interest by Members.

(b)
Officers

There were no declarations of interest by officers.

(Councillor Rhodes left the meeting at this point).

27.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24TH JUNE 2010
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 24th June 2010 be approved.

28.
MINUTES FOR ACTION AND IMPLEMENTATION

RESOLVED that the Minutes for Action and Implementation be received.

29.
OUTSTANDING MINUTES LIST

RESOLVED that the Outstanding Minutes List be received.

SECTION A – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PUBLIC

Key Decisions

30.
KEY DECISIONS OF CABINET – 24TH JUNE and 13TH JULY 2010

(a)
Minute No 25(a) – Financial Outturn 2009/10 (Key Decision No 248) 
RESOLVED that Minute No 25(a) of the Cabinet meeting held on 24th June 2010 be endorsed.

(b)
Minute 33(a) – The Council’s Single Equality Scheme (Key Decision No 263)

RESOLVED that Minute No 33(a) of the Cabinet meeting held on 13th July 2010 be endorsed.

(c)
Minute No 34(a) – Waste Management Review – Future Options (Key Decision No 231)

RESOLVED that Minute No 34(a) of the Cabinet meeting held on 13th July 2010 be endorsed.

(d)
Minute No 35(a) – Energy Procurement (Key Decision No 229)

RESOLVED that Minute No 35(a) of the Cabinet meeting held on 13th July 2010 be endorsed.

(e)
Minute No 35(b) – Worksop Market Improvement (Key Decision No 268)
Members expressed concern about the lack of information made available to all Members regarding: the relocation of the market; consultation with market stallholders; consultation with shopkeepers affected by the potential move of stalls onto Bridge Street; the relocation of the Shop-mobility provision.

The Director of Community Services commented that the market needed to be rejuvenated and was essential to the revival of Bridge Street.  A meeting with the street and market traders has already taken place and future meetings regarding the relocation of the market will be open to everyone to attend; the Markets Federation have expressed an interest in attending future meetings; all Members are welcome to attend.  In establishing a street market, a market office, toilets, hand-washing facilities, power and portable stalls will require consideration which is why a specialist company has been engaged to make the necessary consultations, investigate and advise on possible options.  Shop-mobility will be relocated when the location of the market has been finalised.

RESOLVED that:

1.
Minute No 35(b) of the Cabinet meeting held on 13th July 2010 be endorsed.

2. A detailed report on the proposals for the relocation of Worksop Market be presented to a future meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

3. Members be kept informed of future meeting dates so they can attend if they wish to do so.

(Councillor Rhodes returned to the meeting at this point).

Other Decisions

31.
WAIVE OF CALL-IN

None.

32.
REFERRAL(S) FROM OTHER COMMITTEES

None.

33.
POSSIBLE CALL IN OF DECISIONS MADE BY CABINET – 24TH JUNE AND 13TH JULY OR BY CABINET MEMBERS

None.

34.
REPORT(S) OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

(a)
Forward Plan – July to October 2010

A Member queried Key Decision No 233 - Future Service Options, and was advised it related to consideration of a shared approach to service provision.  Another Member queried Key Decision 265 – New Executive Arrangements, and was advised that the Council is currently consulting on how decision making takes place; the choice is to continue with the existing arrangements or a mayoral system.

RESOLVED that the Forward Plan for the period July to October 2010 be noted.

35.
REPORT(S) OF THE DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICES

(a)
Scrutiny Work Programme

The Head of Community Engagement and Performance explained the process which had been used to select topics for the Scrutiny Work Programme for 2010/11 and advised it had been a success.  Decisions on the selection of topics and their given priority order had been determined by those who had attended the Scrutiny Workshop held on 29th June 2010.  A total of nine topics had been prioritised for consideration by the Committee, including one Health topic.

An additional information sheet was tabled which detailed the nine topics in order of Committee Members’ preference and as two of the nine topics tied for fourth place, a decision was required regarding which one should be moved into fifth place. Topics one and two will commence immediately with topics three and four commencing once the first topics are completed. The information sheet also noted an agreed presentation for the Committee meeting in September and suggested other presentation ideas for consideration.   It was considered that a presentation on the Decent Homes Programme was relevant to all Council Members and should therefore be open for all to attend, rather than just the Committee.  It was agreed this presentation should take place by the end of September 2010.

Members were also asked to decide whether to hold a one-day snap review on ‘The Relationship between Tenants and Residents and Safer Neighbourhood Groups’, or to deal with it by the main Committee or to assign it to one of the Panels.  Members commented on the particular Groups in their Wards and the duplication of issues that often arose.  The Monitoring Officer reminded Members that, as they had already chosen the topics for the Select Panels, this could not be considered as one of the main Review topics for 2010/11.  A time-limited session to gather information (one-day review) would be possible and, if Members felt that further investigation is needed, the topic could be carried forward for consideration in the 2011/12 municipal year.

In response to a query regarding the selection of Skin Cancer for the Health Panel, the Committee were advised that this had been the only Health topic prioritised to go forward to the Committee from the topics selected at the workshop.  Following concerns that the information tabled at the meeting did not provide much time for consideration, a request was made for the process of selecting scrutiny topics and suggested presentations to commence earlier.

RESOLVED that:

1.
The scrutiny topics for the work programme be assigned in order as detailed on the additional sheet tabled, with the Decent Homes Programme at 4 and Shared Services at 5.

2.
The topic of Skin Cancer be assigned to the Health Panel.

3.
The suggested list of presentations to the Overview & Scrutiny Committee for 2010/11 within meetings be agreed but in no particular order.

4.
A presentation on the Decent Homes Programme be arranged by the end of September 2010 and be open to all Elected Members to attend.

5.
A one-day Review be arranged on ‘The Relationship between Tenants/Residents and Safer Neighbourhood Groups’, with the subject matter being given consideration for a scrutiny topic for 2011/12 if required.

(At the beginning of the discussion of the Scrutiny Work Programme, Councillor Oxby declared a personal interest regarding the suggestion of a presentation on the Decent Homes Programme as he is a recipient of Decent Homes work.  He remained in the meeting).

(b)
Update of Action Plan: Review of NHS Dentistry in Bassetlaw

The Policy and Scrutiny Co-ordinator presented a report which provided an update on the ten recommendations following the Review of NHS Dentistry in Bassetlaw which had been undertaken between February and November 2007.  Only one of the ten recommendations had not been actioned and this was the subject of Government policy.  Details were appended to the report.

The Development Manager from NHS Bassetlaw informed the Committee that while there was now increased access to local dentistry services, an open tender process was being undertaken to increase access further.  In response to queries from Members, she: agreed that some areas of Bassetlaw had better NHS dentistry cover than others; advised that the details for the new dental contract was awaited from the Coalition Government; advised that the responsibility for dentistry would move to the NHS Commissioning Board should responsibilities currently with the PCT be transferred to G.P.’s; stated that adverts had been placed when dentists had taken new NHS patients, however, more advertising would be placed for any new practice to encourage more people to use the service and get value for money.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.

(Councillor Rhodes left the meeting at this point and did not return).

(c)
Update of Action Plan: Review of Access and Travel Time to Treatment Appointments

The Policy and Scrutiny Co-ordinator presented a report which provided a second and final update on the twelve recommendations following the Review of Access and Travel Time to Treatment Appointments which had been undertaken between July and November 2008.

Details of the recommendations and evidence of action taken was appended to the report at Appendix A.  Appendix B outlined missed appointment information from the Bassetlaw Hospital Trust. The Trust had been unable to provide costing information although an article in the Summer/Autumn edition of the Bassetlaw News states that the 40,000 appointments missed last year across local hospitals cost an average of £55 each.  By contacting individual G.P.’s, a comparison of missed appointments over a two-year period had been collated and this was detailed at Appendix C.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.

(d)
Update of Action Plan: Review of Services for Young People

The Policy and Scrutiny Co-ordinator presented a report which provided a second and final update on the six recommendations following the Review of Services for Young People which had been undertaken between September 2007 and March 2008.

The Committee were advised that all the recommendations had been completed and it was noted that Cabinet meetings had been held in two secondary schools last year and would be held in two further secondary schools this year.  In addition, the website development programme included a ‘Facebook’ page for Councillor C Wanless, Member Champion for Children and Young People.

RESOLVED that the report be noted:
36.
SELECT PANEL REPORTS

a)
Select Panel 1: Recycling – Response from Cabinet
A report was presented to inform Members of the Cabinet response to Select Panel 1, which reviewed Recycling and specifically looked at Markets, Performance and Future Plans.

Of the seven recommendations, five were agreed by Cabinet with the remaining two to be reviewed pending the outcome of the budget setting process/Autumn Comprehensive Spending Review.

RESOLVED that:

1.
The response from Cabinet to the Select Panel recommendations be noted.

2.
Progress on the recommendations to be reviewed for one year.

b)
Select Panel 3: Procurement – Response from Cabinet
A report was presented to inform Members of the Cabinet response to Select Panel 3, which reviewed Procurement.

All the recommendations were agreed by Cabinet. 

RESOLVED that:

1.
The response from Cabinet to the Select Panel recommendations be noted.

2.
Progress on the recommendations to be reviewed for one year.

c)
Select Panel 2 and Health Panel Update
Members were presented with update reports on Select Panel 2: Buildings and Land in Disrepair and Empty Homes, and the Health Panel: Diabetes Treatment Services in Bassetlaw.

The Review of Buildings and Land in Disrepair and Empty Homes is now completed and will be presented to the September meeting of Cabinet.  It is anticipated that the Health Panel review will be presented to the September meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee .

RESOLVED that the update reports be noted.

SECTION B - ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PRIVATE

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

36.
WAIVE OF CALL IN

None.

37.
POSSIBLE CALL IN OF DECISIONS MADE BY CABINET – 24TH JUNE Or 13TH JULY 2010 OR BY CABINET MEMBERS

None.

38
ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT

As there was no other business to be discussed, the Chairman closed the meeting.

