D R A F T

LICENSING COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 31st March 2010 at Worksop Town Hall

Present:
Councillor Mrs E M Yates (Chair)

Councillors H Burton, Mrs S Isard, J B Rickells, Miss M Stokes, Mrs K Sutton and T E Yates

Officers in attendance: C Forster, A Webster and R Walters 

31.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors M Bennett, F Hart and J Potts 

32.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS AND OFFICERS

(a)
Members

There were no declarations of interest by Members.

(b)
Officers
There were no declarations of interest by officers.

33.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 25TH NOVEMBER  2009
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 25th November 2009 be approved.

34.
MINUTES FOR ACTION

RESOLVED that the Minutes for Action list be received.

35.
OUTSTANDING MINUTES LIST

RESOLVED that the Outstanding Minutes list be approved.

36.
CHANGE OF ORDER

The Chairman announced that the order of the Agenda would be changed to accommodate the applicant in respect of Agenda Item No 8(a)

37.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985

RESOLVED that, in accordance with Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, and after considering the public interest test as set out by the officer in the body of the report, Members agreed that the following items of business involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defied in Paragraph 3 and therefore, in accordance with Section 100A of the Act, the press and public be excluded from the meeting:

Agenda Item No. 8(a) – Gateford Executive Travel limited, Application for Exemption from Displaying PHV Licence.

SECTION B – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PRIVATE

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions
38.
REPORT OF THE SOLICITOR TO THE COUNCIL

(a)
Application For Exemption  From Displaying PHV Licence
Members were asked to consider an application for exemption from displaying PHV Licence.
The Council’s Solicitor read the report verbatim as the applicant and his partner had not previously seen it.  The applicant spoke in support of his application and responded to Members’ questions.  Letters supporting the application were appended to the report.

At the appropriate time the applicant left the meeting to allow the Members to discuss the matter in private, having first been told that they would be informed of the Members’ decision on the following day.

RESOLVED that:
(1)
To grant the requested application for exemption in to Section 75(3) Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1976 as a stand alone application.  The exemption lasts for the duration of the PHV licence for the vehicle, that is, until 30 November 2010.

(2)
That before determining any further applications for exemption a further report be prepared to determine:


(a)
Whether to amend the PHV Licence Conditions of 14.06.07 and in particular Condition 10 (Licence Plate) to introduce a procedure for dealing with applications for Exemptions under Section 75(3) LG(MP)A 1976 as regards the display of PHV Licences


(b)
If so, what range of exemptions should be considered (eg display of plates, display internally of Licences, display of PHV Licensed Driver badge).

(c)
And also, what conditions and stipulations should be imposed on the grant of any such exemptions.
SECTION A – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PUBLIC

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions
39.
REPORT(S) OF THE COUNCIL SOLICITOR

(a)
Hackney Carriage Licensing Policy

Members were asked to consider the current policy in respect of the granting of licences for hackney carriage vehicles.

RESOLVED that no change be made to the Council’s current policy and the policy be reaffirmed as follows:

(i) New licence applications be granted in respect of wheelchair accessible vehicles only and which comply with the Council’s approved “Specification for Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles.”

(ii) The vehicles be not more than 5 years old when initially licensed

(iii) Existing hackney carriage vehicles (saloons) be continued to be licensed.

(iv) For the avoidance of doubt, the 5 year ruling will apply to any replacement saloon or wheelchair accessible vehicle.

(b)
Nottinghamshire County Council Act 1985, Part IV – Conditions of Premises with Ultra-Violet Equipment

Members’ approval was sought to introduce new standard conditions for attaching to licences for ultra-violet (UV) tanning equipment (sunbeds) following consultation with existing operators on the new proposed conditions.  

RESOLVED that the New Conditions be attached to existing Special Treatment (Sunbed) Licences and new applications for the hire of UV tanning equipment from the 1st April 2010.

(c)
Roadside Catering Consents

Members were informed of street trading consents renewed in respect of roadside caterers on the A1, A57, A631 and A614.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.

(d)
Street Collections 2010
Members were informed of the Street Collection Permits granted under delegated authority to charitable organisations for 2010.

RESOLVED that the report be received.
(e)
House to House Collections

Members were informed of the House to House Collections which will be taking place in the District council’s area during 2010

RESOLVED that: the report be received.
(f)
Licensed Hackney Carriages, Private Hire Operators and Vehicles

Members were informed of the licences currently issued in respect of hackney carriages, private hire operators and vehicles. 

RESOLVED that the report be received.
40.
REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF LICENSING

(a)
Notts Licensing Chairs Meeting, Gedling, 22nd January 2010

Members were informed that the Chair and Vice – Chair of this committee attended the above meeting along with partners from other Districts, Boroughs, Nottingham City Council, Trading Standards, Police and other representatives such as Safeguarding and Legal.

A presentation at the meeting covered the harsh reality of the effects of alcohol on people and services.  The Chairman suggested that the committee should consider having this presentation at a future meeting and this was agreed

RESOLVED that:

1. The report be noted.

2.
Joanne Moore of the Government Office for the East Midlands be invited to a future meeting to give a presentation on the effects of alcohol on people and services in Bassetlaw.
41.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT.

As there was no other urgent business to be discussed, the Chairman closed the meeting.

