D R A F T

LICENSING COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 21st July 2010 at Worksop Town Hall

Present:
Councillor Mrs E M Yates (Chair)

Councillors H Brand, I J Campbell, Mrs S Isard, G A N Oxby, D Potts, J Potts, Miss M Stokes, Mrs K Sutton and T E Yates

Officers in attendance: L Dore, C Forster, A Webster and S Wormald 

Also present – Superintendent J Moore, Government Office for the East Midlands (for   Presentation only)

 - Independent Member of Standards Committee: Dr G D Woodman

 - Staff members from Licensing Unit and Community Safety/Anti-social Behaviour Team (for Presentation only)

8.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F Hart.

9.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS AND OFFICERS

(a)
Members

There were no declarations of interest by Members.

(b)
Officers
There were no declarations of interest by officers.

10.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9TH JUNE 2010

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th June 2010 be approved.

11
MINUTES FOR ACTION

RESOLVED that the Minutes for Action be received.

12.
OUTSTANDING MINUTES LIST

RESOLVED that the Outstanding Minutes list be approved.

13.
PRESENTATION ON THE EFFECTS OF ALCOHOL ON PEOPLE AND SERVICES IN BASSETLAW 

Superintendent J Moore, of the Government Office for the East Midlands, presented a slideshow on ‘Alcohol Enforcement’ which gave an overview of alcohol problems and considered policy, the challenges facing Bassetlaw and making change happen.  The slides highlighted alarming statistics relating to alcohol misuse and considered the anticipated new regulations from the Government later in the year, with the emphasis on each local area understanding its own problems and working with partners to resolve.

In statistics shown, Bassetlaw appeared in the Home Office ‘Top 50’ list of areas with alcohol related problems in 2009/10, however, the Home Office complimented Nottinghamshire Police for working in partnership with council licensing teams in Bassetlaw, Newark and Sherwood to address alcohol related antisocial behaviour and “helping make the area safer and a more enjoyable place to be”.

RESOLVED that:

1.
The presentation be received.
2.
Thanks be recorded to Superintendent Moore for her interesting and informative presentation.

(Additional statistical information in addition to that on the slides was tabled at the meeting).

SECTION A – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PUBLIC

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

14.
REPORT(S) OF THE ACTING COUNCIL SOLICITOR

(a)
The Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill set out in the Queen’s Speech
The Acting Council Solicitor presented a report which appraised the Committee of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill as set out in the Queen’s Speech.

The Bill proposes an overhaul of the Licensing Act to give local authorities and the police much stronger powers to remove licences, or refuse to grant licences to any premises that are causing problems.  It will also propose to: ban the sale of alcohol at below cost price; allow councils to charge more for late-night licences to pay for additional policing; introduce new powers for councils to shut down shops or bars persistently selling to children; increase the maximum fine for selling to children to £20,000; cut the “red tape” to encourage the performance of live music.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.
15.
REPORT(S) OF THE PRINCIPAL SOLICITOR (LICENSING AND REGULATORY)

(a)
Proposed Increase to Hackney Carriage Table of Fares

The Principal Solicitor (Licensing and Regulatory) informed the Committee that since the report on the proposed increase to Hackney Carriage Table of Fares presented to the last meeting, there had been further representation from Bassetlaw Taxi Operators Association, (BTOA).  The Principal Solicitor proposed that as further consultation was required, he now recommended that any decision be deferred until the next meeting of the Licensing Committee.

The report included examples of percentage fare increases and the Principal Solicitor pointed out that increases of 20% and 25% would lead to Bassetlaw becoming one of the most expensive in the Midlands ‘League Table’.

In response to Member queries regarding the level of consultation other than with the BTOA, the Acting Council Solicitor advised that, following proposals from the Licensing Committee in September, there would be consultation with members of the public and all taxi operators.
RESOLVED that:

1.
The examples of potential percentage increases to the Hackney Carriage Table of Fares provided in the report be noted.

2.
A decision on any increase to the Hackney Carriage Table of Fares be deferred until the next meeting of the Licensing Committee to allow for further consultation with Bassetlaw Taxi Operators Association (BTOA) and for BTOA to provide any written comments that they may have on the proposed increases.

(b)
Policing and Crime Act 2009: Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 – Licensing of Sexual Entertainment Venues

Members were presented with a report which informed of a recent change in the law relating to the control of sexual entertainment.  Section 27 of the Policing and Crime Act 2009 reclassified lap-dancing clubs as sexual entertainment venues and gives local authorities the power to regulate such venues as sex establishments under Schedule 3 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982.  Section 27 of the Act came into force on 6th April 2010.  

The new measures are intended to give local people a greater say over where, and how many, lap-dancing clubs open and operate in their neighbourhoods.  As the provisions of the legislation are adoptive, a report will be presented to the next meeting of the Licensing Committee for consideration. By adopting the provisions, a policy can then be put in place to help determine any applications received.  

A copy of the Home Office guidance ‘Sexual Entertainment Venues’ was appended to the report.

RESOLVED that:

1.
The report be received.

2.
The change in the law for the licensing of sexual entertainment venues be noted and that a further report be presented to the next meeting of the Licensing Committee for consideration.
SECTION B – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION IN PRIVATE

Key Decisions

None.

Other Decisions

16.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS TO BE URGENT.

As there was no other urgent business to be discussed, the Chairman closed the meeting.

